
----- 

antedate any distinction lletrveer, plan: and 
animal life, this is clesird~le. Tile prae.jent equiv- 
ocal position of tlic slime moulds is no: n f -
fected. 

This definition is not prebentccl 1r.it11 tlle ex- 
pectation that it will prore entirely sakisfac-
tory, b ~ ~ t  rather .rvi,th the hope that it  x i l i  call 
forth a better. Possibl? sncll a definition has 
already been pnblisheci. If ;o, it has been 
strangely orerlooked ,by the rr-ri;e~*s of onr  test- 
books, 

GEORGEiTr. ~IARTIS  
RUTGERSCOLLEGE 

MUSC:A LINNEUS, 1 758, AND CALLIPHORA 
DESVOIDY, 1 830 

Is ~ c c o r d a l ~ c c  the Inter- with the Rules of 
~ i i~ t iona lZoological Congrejs, the attentioil of 
the zoological profession is invited to the fact 
that Dr. L. 0.Ho>~+ard,117. Dwight Pierce and 
twenty-one other professional zoologists hare 
requested the Inte~nat ional  Commissio~l on 
Zoological Womenolature to exercise its plenary 
porrer in the case of the L i~~i i , ran  genus 
Jfuscci 1758, and, ~ ~ n c l e rsuspension of the 
Rules, to declaiy 17.1. domestica as type of this 
geilus, also, under sr~spension of the Rules, to 
validate CaZ!iphovn De;voidy, 1530, with 
C. vomi?oricc as type. 

The request is based on the grotintis of prnc- 
tical ~ ~ t i l i t y ,  and an almost nnbroken history of 
consistent usage since 1768 in the case of 
ilbnsra, and since 1830 i n  the case of Gctllipl~ovrr. 
It is elaimed that a strict application of the 
Rules :rill lli'oi~uce gl'eater collflision t h ~ n  m i -
f o ~ m i t y ,  

-%ceordiug to tlie premise* at  prcscrit I~efore 
the cc)rnmiision, if the Rule.; ore s t r i ~ t l y  np- 
plied, the generic name of :Kzi~ca iionld take 
either ,TI, c,ccsa.i. or 31. .~!oinitori~ras type, and 
the species 31. domesiica i~on!d 11c cited eitlicr 

li)18,1 whel; the mill he szibinittecl to s ~ ~ b j e c t  
the commission f o r  vote. 

C .  TV. STII~ES, 
Secrc lary  t o  Commissiou 

~?\TT':sTY-FIFTIIA S D  STREETS,x. IT., 
TVASIIIS~TOX, D, C. 

THAT CHEMICAL "CRAMMING" MATCH 
P x o ~ ~ s s o a  spelling match, J t i c o ~ s o ~ ~ s  a cue 

TI-ord device acloptecl by many students when 
ci.itmrning u p  for  a n  examination, prompts me 
to r e c o ~ d  a remarli made a quarter of a cell-
LIT^ ago by one of oar  greatest chemists. Said 
he "I once had a student who could repeat 
every chemical Sorlnula in  all the books, but I 
never could teach the damned fool a thing 
about chemistry." 

ITT, J. H ~ X P I I R E Y ~  

WARNING 
A 11-4r; calling himself TValtei* F. Clarke and 

representing hitnself as my nephelr. is 'eported 
as  seekirig financial acconlmodatioll from my 
colleagues tlwougliont the country. I have no 
snch nephc~v and I know no pei*mn of that 
narne. JOHN31. CI;ARKE 
ST-WENCSEU~L, 

~Z!.DAKY, N. Y. 

QUOTATIONS 

THE NEW FRONTIERSMEN 


THE comments received regarding tlie 1.e-

parts in  the Times of the m e ~ t i n g  of the dmey- 

1ca11 ,lscociation for tlie Advancement of 

Scipncc XYC sneli as  to give encon~agcment lo 

those nlcn of science ~ h o 
are the new Srontlcrs- 

men of our civ~lization. They are  the men of 

the lens and the meter, 02 thc balance and the 

crucible, of tlie magnet and the spectnlm, of 

the atom and the electron, of tlie syllogisni, the 


in Cowostoinn 1801 [ l j  (type - 4 . s c ~ l i . i ~c u l ~ s t o - cqnation, the theorem, the statistic. They aye 

nzn -.= larva of M. dowi.st lcnj  or  in I'~ot)~zi~qc,ono less tlie frontiersmen, the precursors, than 

1.916 (type JI. clomestica), thns rcsultinp in a 
very regrettable change in the nonienclature of 
the species in  qnestioi-i as  :ifmost nnirersally 
used in rntoniologicr~l, zo~-)li~gical, mc~dica!, cpi- 
derniologic,:il :11111 vcat c:lei i::~I,:,. litei~atnre. 

Thc secretary of tlie commission inrites a37. 

1111s early pioneera of the axe, Ilie 
plow, thc rifle and the saddle. They who hare 
patiently enlarged the bordels of truth are as  
iiesen-itig sons of democracy as they who have 
pushed out the phrsical bol~ncls t~etwcen the 
desert and the sown. 

per.son i:itesesl-ed 'ir~ thest: cases or' ~iomenrla- 1 0x1 account of delay caused by the w:rr, final 
ture to conirnc~aicate his opinion 01: tile subject vote mill not  be taken until ahout J an~ ia ry  3 ,  

a s  soon ns possible, ancl not. later iliai: Blay 1, 1924. 


