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issuing from a small hole under the tin and  
flying i n  a close swarm, gently blown back and 
forth in the breeze like a delicate streamer. 
The swarm played i n  (this manner fo r  about 
fiGteen minutes and then seemed to return 
~vhence they oame. 

None of the specimens were reoovered from 
this sxmrm, but ,there seemed t o  be no doubt 
that they were Tenebrilonid beetles living in 
bat guano (in the tower. The inseclts secured 
from the bal  guano this year were kindly 
identified by Dr. Edwin C. \'an ~ y k e  a s  
Blapstinzbs prate~zsis,Lec. 

I n  this connection Sssociatedthe f o l l o ~ ~ i n g  
Press dispatch as  published i n  the Austin 
Bnzericnn June  5,  1922, is of interest: 

CI-IICACO, June 4.-3losquitoes fl;ving in such 
thick slsaims ;hat they \rere mistaken for smoke 
caused two fire alarnis to he turned ill early 
to-dny. 

Moinbers of a t1uc.k company :~nslreicil a call 
saying that the steeple of St. ?~'Iicliael's Rolilan 
Catholic Cnurcli nas burning. The firernen saw 
nhat they at  first supposecl waq a small clou~l of 
smoke and they raise?l their exte~~sion hddcls to 
fight the fire. When they iiionnted the ladder 
llley encountered mosqnitocs and vcere forced 
baclr. Tlie sante experience was nlet by niembers 
of another engine company called to the Zion 
Xetliodist Church in another part of the city. 

The fact that these two swarms were en-
counteretl the same day gives ground f o r  the 
suspicion that guano beetles, not "mosquitoes," 
were swarming from bat-infested belfries of 
the two churches. The participation of the 
mjajority of the member-3 of a species i n  the 
same locality on the same day of ithe year is, 
of course, a common phenomenon. I f  this 
were not so, sv-arming as  a repyocluctive f~rnc-  
tion wo~rlrl lose its adtaptire significance. 

QUOTATIONS 
A SUPER-UNIVERSITY 

TEE meeting of the American Association 
for  ?he Advancement of Science i n  Cambridge 
fulfills i n  a way the vision which Franklin K. 
Lane had of a "super-university." I n  a letter 
written in  his own hand on  the day before he 
went on the operating table in  3 k y  of 1921, 
he described this "place of exchange for  the 

new i d e ~ s  that the ~ o r l d  evolves eaeh year" a s  
follows : 

No faculty-but a super-uni~ersity with all the 
searchers and researchers, inventors, experi-
menters, thinkers of the world for faculty. Xc. 
students-but every man the world round inter- 
ested in the theme under consideration ~velcorne 
as a student without pay. 

Except that the meeting in Cambridge was 
national i n  its personnel, i t  answered very well 
JKr. Lane's definition. Nearly all the depart- 
ments of human knowledge were representeit-: 
chemisty, botany, :,anthiwpology, mathematics, 
physics, geology, geography, zoology, agricnl- 
ture, psychology and the eeonomia and social 
sciences. Those not inclucled mere representecl 
in like meetings elsewhere. -4 thousand paper. 
mere presented, f rom Professor Edmund B. 
TVilson's on "The physical basis of life'' ancl 
Dr. Bell's discussion of the smashing of atoms 
to a study of baldness and of the ideal .stature 
of successful salesmen. Eve1.y paper meant re- 
search into the field of the anknown in man's 
environment and most of them pushed back by 
i~lnch or  little Llle mystery that surrounds hi3 
existence or made friends for  him of forces that 
before seemed hostile to his freedom or  his life. 

This meeting also gave the super-university 
"Faculty"-serving for  very love of +he truth 
itself i n  most cases-an audience that was e n -  
exally competent to understand what was 
b o u g h t  before it. And when the results are in- 
telligently, intelligibly and accurately repor-ted, 
a s  was done by the Times, the stildent body 
becomes larger than tha,t of any univexrity, 
larger even than that of the super-university 
conceived by X r .  Lane. 

There is only one thing lacking, and that is 
a permanent exliibltion of the yearly increments 
made by man's conquest of his environmenat so 
that the pablic may have a n  opportunity to see 
(SO f a r  a s  it can be visualized) "all that is 
new in science, philosophy, practical political 
machinery and all else of the woTld's mind 
products." I f  there could be a place for  such 
permanent exhibition ancl ~llustration of t l ~ e  
contributions fo r  the year of scientific research 
and experiment and invention (and '(why not 
in  New Pork?" said Mr. Lane), the value of 
such meetings as  that a t  Cambridge and in 
other parts of the world would be vastly in-
creased.--The Times, New Pork. 


