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tion, and the indications are that experiments 
will be made to find out whether the proposed 
system is superior to the tests now used. The 
resolution sets forth that intelligence tests have 
heen given to soldiers of the United States 
(luring and since the TVorld F a r ;  applied by 
the United States Public Health Service to a 
limited number of immigrants of doubtful ad- 
mission; used by the United States in civil 
service examinations; in schools, colleges and 
universities in classifying pupils and students; 
by insurance and other large companies in 
*electing saleasmen; in large industries for 
classifying men in work most adaptat~le to 
them, and by business enterpi.ises in the qelec- 
tion of office fbrces. Students of the problems 
relating to immigration have indicated a belief 
that the standard of immigrants seeking ad- 
mi~sion to the United States may he raised by 
the application of the intelligence test*, autl 
the secretary of labor ancl the surgeon gene~al  
of the United States Public Health Service 
hare full power and authority to apply such 
tests. The resolution directs the secretary of 
labor and the surgeon general of the Pnblic 
Eealth Service to infolm the Eonse 7r.h~sci-
entific data, including the intelligence tests, 
can not be applied in all cases for the exclu- 
sion of undesirable immigrants. 

U N I V E ~ I T YAND EDUCATIONAL 
NOTES 

THE Rocliefeller Foulldation and the Gen- 
eral Education B o a ~ d  hase each given 
$1,250,000 to the College of Meclicille of the 
State University of Iowa. The legislature 
will be asked to appropriate $2,500,000 a t  the 
ate of $450,000 a. year for the building anit 

cqaipment of hospitals ancl laboratories. 

THC sum of $50,000 left by the late Charles 
8. Baylis everts to the Brooklyn Polytechnic 
lnstitute by the death of Nrs. Baylis on No-
vembe~1.5. 

DR. J o s l n ~H. P ~ s s r s i ~ s17-as electeil piVo- 
~ o s t ,  or the "educniional OY acailemic head" 
of the University of Pel~nsgl.ratiia, t:rn Decem- 
her 27. He hail lwen acting provo.;t since the 
resignation of Dr. Etlgnr Fahv Rnlitll about 
three years ago. At the same time the board 
of trustees created an administm-LLexec~~ti..\-e 
tire" office, to be linonn ns thr: "presjdcnt of 

the universily." Thls is the position that ~t 
x7as planned should br: filled 11y Geneid 
Leonard TT~od. 

D. TV. GE ORE HOUSE, 1)rofessor of physics and 
astroliomy a t  Drake University, ha.: beera 
elected clean of the college of liberal arts. 

-IT Tale Cnlrer-,ity, Dr. Lorande Lobs 
TI-oodruff, professor of biology, has been elect- 
ed profes,or of grotozoologg. 

DR. XORRISS. I<HARASCH,formerly netional 
research fellow in organic chemistry at the 
ri'niversity of Chicago, has 1)een appointed 
aiioeiate professor of orqanlc cheinistr~ at the 
Univrl-sity of JIaq la11d. 

DR. RICI~ARD at one t i~ne instructox C. LOED, 
at TTashington ant1 Lee Gniversity and later 
engaged in inclnstrial chemistry, has been 
elected assistant professor of chemist~yand 
pl~gsics at ICenyon College, Gambier, Ohio. 

d . 1 7  Dal-tmouth College, dssistant Professor 
R. 'D. Beetle has been promoted to a full pro- 
fessorsliip of n~athenlatics, and .ilssistant Pro-
fessor C. E.Wilder, of Xorthn-ester11 Unit-er- 
+itp, has 11ec.n appointed to an assistant pro- 
f (1hsor~llip. 

DfSCUSSION AND CORRESPOND- 

ENCE 


THE INDEXING OF BIOLOGICAL 

LITERATURE 

I K.:VE lxen much interested in 2%. 
Srhra.min's excellent discussion in SCIESCE of 
Xownlher 3, and since the \\-hole subjed sf 
abstracting a.ncl indexing is up for yecowid- 
e~ation, it niag be opportune to add s few re-
marks from a zoological jtanclpoint. 

It may fairly be iaid that American imo!~-
gists (10 not yap enoilgh abtentinn to the litera- 
ture of tlleil* srul~ject outside of the -very na,r:.ow 
field of 4heiv speciaitg. I n  spite of t,lle broad-
ening tenclencies of lnodern genetic research, 
x-e clo not seem to be all.>le to escape from a 
narrowness which sometime^ pret-ents those 
noi*king on one gronp from even being a.ware 
of the existence of distinguisI~ed c l l ea ,g r~s  
zpecializing in atnother. Thns it cmnes abom 
fiat the cleveloplnenlt of nnmerous ~pecial  jm2-
nalu, necessary as these are, is #actually cTet.~i- 
mental to zonlogj~i i s  a whole if there is no 
h~oaclsr sruveg of the field vhich specia!iztj 
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1.eac1. Every technical monograph contains 
material whioh ~houlil be of great inkreat to 
all zoologista, 'but such works are published and 
go 'to a small nnm~bei. of specialist^, frequently 
with not even a 1-eview to call the stitention of 
a wider public. The zoologist is in danger of 
becoming whet the Greeks called idiotea, one 
ui%o lives (to himself and blab no part in the 
layger affairs even of ziodogy. 

mvn for particular purposes, aald they are 
invaluable. But as a means of seady reference 
to zoology as a whole, or any large bbl'ancli of 
it, cards are miswably ilnadequate. If  I were 
furni41ed the whole constents of the Zootogieal 
Record on card*, I conlcl neither find time to 
arrange theai, nor space to take care of them. 
Furthermore, ,uppose the space alnd assistance 
provided, I coufld not use the catalogue with 

I t  is not impor~tant to debate whether it ~vaa hhe same advantage. Thus, to ascertain the 
aLways so, or mhether i t  is so elie~rhere in nature of ithe references Co, say Ec~uidze, I 
greafer degree. The evil is a 1.ea1 one, and should have to turn over hunclrecls of carcls. 

shoulcl be mel in such ways as Dr. So l~~ammOn the pages of tihe Record, my eye runs rap- 
incheatea. 

I t  must be said, however, that the fault is 
more with the zoologists tiheanselves than with 
tihe means devised to serve thenl. The Zoolog- 
ical Record, whbh has been l.egula~-ly pub- 
lished since 1864, should be a sifze qua ~aonto 
every zoologist, yet comparativdy few use it. 
It has been, especially of late, as nearly per- 
fect as a hnman thing may be. From it, I can 
learn in hdf a;n bour what species of amy 
genus of animals have been described, placed 
in the synonymy, or r e f ~ r e d  to in important 
c~iscussions, dui<ng sag ehe (last twenty years. 
I can leal*n ~vhat  species hare !been descriibed 
from Samoa or Spain; what contributions have 
been made to comparative phyriologg or anat- 
omy, and in short anything of impordance about 
animals, living or fossil. Personally, I sub-
ccribe to (the complete wlua~es; 'but  if I do not 
wrsh to do this, I can get the x-hole amount of 
Protozoa for a year for three \hilllings, of mot- 
lusca for five shillings, of ~naanmals for three, 
and ro forth. Can there he a living student 
of mamnlals who will not pap 75 cents a year 
to  hare a c:oinplete index to the literaiuse of 
his hubjerct? Incredible as i t  may seem, there 
are clozens of them! The one thirlg the 
Zoological Record does not (lo, and vhich 
should be done, is to provide 1.eadab1e cliscus- 
sions of ithe literature, pointing out in an inter- 
esting way the nature of the advances and esti- 
mating their importance. Thl-, 110~-ever, can 
not be done efficiently unless +he critical ele-
ment is allowed to enter, unless the discuqqion 
become? a review and not a mere ahstract. 

Sonlething should be said about the casd 
catalogue. 1maintain card catalogue;; of 111y 

idly over the assembled data, ancl I can cover 
the of a yeas in a few moments. I f  I am 
colncerned with some genus, on the printed 
page 1 find !the relaked and segregated p n e r a  
dose a t  hand, and a t  once perceive or suspect 
theiy significance for my researches. With 
cards, if a species is not placed in the gelllls 
I am looking up, I allmost certainly miss it 
altogether. 

T.D. A. COCKERELL 
UKIVERSITP COLORADO,OF 

SPEClFlC TERMS FOR THE PROTEOLYTIC 
ACTIVITY OF ANAEROBES 

IN descriptions of ancerobes the term "pro- 
teolytic" is very widely used, and in classifiea- 
tion studies this activily of the organism is of 
very great importance in grouping. I n  some 
schemes it is given first consicleration because 
it i . ~a fundamental, deep-seated physiological 
character. However, the tern1 does not carry 
a definiteness of meaning commensurate with 
its importance. 

For example, the Xedical Research Coin-
mittee (1919) in their Special Report, Series 
No. 39,l on the classification of ancerot~s 
include C. septiqzte in the proteolgtic group 
because it liquefies gelatine, ~~yhile in their Spe- 

cial Report, Series No, 12 (1917),2 they place 


1 Medical Rescarcll Co~nniittee. 1919 Satiolial 
Health Insurance. Special Report Series, S o .  39. 
Reports of the coinlilittee upon an~robio bacteria 
and infections. London, pp. 187. 

2 JIcdical Research Commirtee. 1917 Sational 
Health Insurance. Special Report Series, 30,12. 
$he classification and study of the anerobic bae- 
telia of v a r  nounds. Lonclon, pp. '74. 


