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Third.  A gold medal, to be known as the 
"'Charles il. Coffin >Iedal," will be a~rarded an- 
nually to the electric rail-my company within the 
United States which, during the year, has unade 
the greatest contribution towards increasing $the 
advantages of electric transportation for the ~ 0 x 1 -

venience and well-being of the public .and the 
benefit of the industry. The company receiving 
the medal will also receive one thousand dollars 
($1,000) for its employees' benefit or similar 
fund. 

Pozirtli. Five thousad dollars ($5,000) is to 
be awarded annually for fellowships to graduates 
of American colleges and technical schools who, 
by the character of their work, and on the recom- 
lneilclation of the faculty of the institution where 
they have studied, could with advantage continue 
their research work either here or abroad; or 
some portion or all of the fund may be used to 
further the research work a t  any of the colleges 
or ,technical schools in the Unitod Statea. The 
fields in ~vhieh these fello~vships and funds for 
research walk are to be awardecl are: Electricity: 
physics ; physical rhemistry. 

A committee appointed by the fouli~ation corn- 
nlittee will alvard such fello~vships and funds for 
research work, with the advice and cooperation 
of a committee of three, one to be appointed by 
each of the follo~ving : The National Acadeiny of 
Scielices, the Anleriean Institute of Electrical 
Engineers and the Society for the Promotion of 
Engineering Education. This com~nittee is to be 
lmown as the ('Charles A. Coffin Fello~~ship and 
Research Fund Committee" and dle fello~vships 
are to bo knonn as tlie "Charles A. Coffin Pel- 
lowshiyrs. ' ' 

The board of clirectors of the Geneva1 Elec- 
itric Company l11as appointed as the "Charles 
A. Coffin Foundation Committee" the follo~x~-
ing officers of the company: A. W. Rurcha~d ,  
J. R. Lovejoy, E. T,Ti. Rice, Jr. ,  Gerard Sx~ope 
and 0. D. Young. 

The following committee, to administer the 
fund 'and to act wit11 cirganiaations outside the 
company, have lbeen appoirnted : 

Co~n~nitteeto cooperate r i t h  the  National Elec- 
tric Light Association: A, H, Jackson, J. R. 
Lovejoy, vice-presidents. 

Commit,tee to cooperate nith the Ainerican 
Electric Railnay Sssociation: J .  G. Barry and 
A. H. Jackson, vice-presidents. 

Con~n~ittee to cooperate with the Sational 

Acaderny of Sciences, ilnlerican Institute of Elee- 
tricsl Engineers and the Society for the Promo- 
tion of Engineering Education: 3:. W. Rice, Jr., 
llionorary chairman, A. II. Jackson, rice-president, 
and W. R. Whitney, director of rasearch labora- 
tory. 

THE SOCIETY OF SIGMA XI 
THE annual convention of the Society of the 

Sigma Xi  will be held in Carmiblridge on  Decem- 
ber 27, a t  the time of the meetings of ithe Amer- 
ican Association for  the Advancement of 
Science. The program s f  the convention 
ineludes the Pollo~ving : 

2 :30 P.M. Business session. 
6:15 P.M. Annual diimer. 
8:45 P.N. Joint meeting mitb the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science. 
Address, ' ' The Sation and its Health, ' ' by Presi- 
dent Farrand of Cornell University. 

The chapters of Sigma Xi  are entitled to del- 
egates wit11 the right to vote a t  the business 
session. Attendance a ~ t  the business session 6.1. 

the dinner o r  tlie evening address is not lim- 
ited to delegates. All membbers of  the society 
are invlled to be presenk and wlll be welcome 
a t  all the meetings. A. special desk for  the 
~*egistr'ation of members of S ~ g m a  XI wlll be 
prwvided i n  the registration bureau of the asso- 
clatiion, where programs and dinner tickets 
may be secured. Clerks will be in  attendance 
at this ~*eglst'ation desk on December 26 and 21. 

The ibusiness session of the convention \+<I1 
be one oP unusual importance, since P com-
plete revision of the constiitution of the society 
13 to be hiought u p  for  acloption. The remsion 
has been made necessary iby the growth of the 
society as well as by the expansion of its KO&. 

Sigma XI is no longer la society of a few 
chapters scatlel-ed among the educational insti- 
tutions of the country, but it i k  a large organ- 
iza'tion numbering thirty-eight chapteis i n  
univwsities ancl i n  some of the research insti- 
tutions of the country. I n  addition to this 
actlve nienibership there are scattered over the 
country and the vr.eI.ld some fifteen thousand 
niemberq of Sigma Xi, who by the pi+ovisions 
of the new constitution 7~1111 be brought imto 
closer toucli with the work of the society. 811 
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mern7~ersof Sigma Xi, whether delegates from 
chapters or not, are invited and urged to take 
this occasion to get acqnaintecl with the new 
spirit  in  the organization. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 
THE Lalande Medal of the Paris Academy 

of Sciences has been 'awarded to Dr. I lenry 
Norris Russell, director of the Princeton Ob-
servatory. The Janssen IIedal goes to Dr. 
Carl Stormer, professor of pure mathematics 
at the University of Christians, for  his mork 
on the aurora borealis. 

DR. SIMOX FLEXSER,director of the RocBe- 
feller institute for  Medical Research, New 
Tork, was elected an honorary member of the 
Copenhagen Meclical Society a t  a yecent meet- 
ing celebrating the one hundred and fiftieth 
a n n i ~ ~ e r s a r yof that body. 

AT a general meeting of the Royal Scottish 
Geographical Society, held on Novembe~r 7, the 
society's gold medal was awarded to Professor 
J. IT-. Gregory, Univer;ity of Glasgom, i n  
recognition of the scientific importance of re-
sults ohtailled by him through explarations in  
Spitabergen, Australia, East  Africa and south- 
west China. 

of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry to 
fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Dr. C. L. Alsberg, formerly chief of the 
Bureau of Chemistry, Department of Agricul- 
ture, and now directo~ of the Food Research 
Institute of Stanford University. 

DR. I<EP~TOSBUTTERFIELD, ofL. president 
the nIassaohuretts Sgricnltural College, has 
been reelected president of the American 
Country Life Association for  1922-23. C. J. 
Galpin, of the U. S. Department of Agricul-
ture, is first vice-president. 

TIIE British Institutlion of Civil Engineers 
has llnade tlie following awards for papers 
printed in  the Proceedings f o r  the session 
1921-1022 : A. George Stephenson gold meclal 
to Dr. B. C. Laws (London);  Telford pre-
miums to Professor L. Bairstow (London), Dr. 
A. J. Sutton Pipparcl (London), Mr. E. A. 
Cnllsn (Briqbane), >Iy.H .  H. Dare (Rose-
ville, N. S. IT.), and lir. F. R, Stephen (Aber- 
deen). Foi, papers read before meetings of 
stucleratj in London and the province; the fol- 
lowing awards have beell made : h Miller prize 
and the Ja~mes Forrest medal to Mr. F. H .  
Bullock (Cardiff) ; and Ifiller prizes to BIr. 
J. G. Ifitchell (London), >Ira A. G. M'Donald 
(London) and Mr. Har ry  ITTolf (1Ianchester). 

DR. J. BORDET, professor of hacteriology at  
Brussels, has been given a n  11oao:ary degree 

PROFESSOR5'. E. BROKS, of Pa le  University, 

/by the Tniversity of Paris. 1023. 
~vi i l  be absent from New Hayen until April, 

His address v-ill be care of the Bishop 
DR. H .  J. KAIIIIIIERLIKGH ofOXSES, the 

'nir-ersiiy of Leiden, celebratecl on November 
11 the completion of hi3 fortieth velar of 
service as professor of phpics .  

A UWQTJET mas tendered Dr. Calleja, pro- 
fe-sor of histology at  the University of Xadrid, 
011 the occasion of hlJ fiftieih professional 
anniversary. 

DR. JOHXIT-. professorHSRSHBERGER, of 
,botany at  the U n i v e ~ i t y  of Pennsylvania, has 
been made a member of the Su-eclish Linnoan 
Society and of the Finnish Forestry Society. 

DR. F. TI-. PEABODY,of Boston, professor of 
medicine at the Medical School of Harvarcl 
Cniversity, and physician-in-chief of the Bos- 
ton City Hospital, has been dected a nlenlber 

31useun1, Honol~11~1, H .  I. 

Dii, R. S. BREED, chief in  research {bacteri-
ology) a t  the New Yolk State Agricultural 
Station, has been grantecl six montha' leave of 
abisence ibeginning on March 1, 1923, for  the 
purpose of special stndy of bacteriological 
plcrblenis a t  the Pastenr Institute and of dairy 
sanitation in France, Deninark and Hollancl. 

DR. LOLIS I. Dl-ELIX, statistician of the 
Xetrapolitan Life Insurance Co~mpany, will 
deliver the thircl H a l ~ e y  Society Lecture a t  the 
New Yorlr Academy of Medicine, on Saturday 
evening, December 16, 1922. His  subject ~vi l l  
be "The Possibilities of H ~ ~ m a n  Life." 

ST the Novemlber mee'ting of the Society 
of the Signla Xi of the Cniversity of Wiseon- 


