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Bert Lord, Sew York State Departnleat of 
Notor T'ehicles, Albany, S. T., representing the 
group of administ~ative officials and departments; 

T. 1). Pratt, Xotor Truck Association, New 
Yorlr City, representing the oviners and operators 
of motor vehicles; 

G. G. ISelcey, American Gas Accumulator Com-
pany, SevalB, N. J., representing the group of 
automotive accessory, signs and signal manufac- 
turers : 

A. H. Rudd, Safety Section, American Railway 
Association, ~epresenting the railroads; 

ITr. P. Young, general maaager, National .4uto- 
niobile Under~r-riters Conference, representing the 
group of insurance interests on the sectional corn- 
mittee ; 

ITr. P. Eno, of the Eno Foundation, Washing- 
ton, D. C., representing the group of scientific and 
technioal societies ; 

Harry lleixell, of the Notor Vehicle Confer-
ence Committee, S e v  Sork City, representing the 
motor vehicle mannfacturer.-; 

and the three officers of the sectional com-
mittee. 

The sectional committee by resolution invited 
the Beroaautical Chamber of C~onlmerce of the 
United States to participate in  the work of 
the committee. i t  was also decided a t  the 
organization meeti~ng of the seclitonal committee 
to appoint a sub-committee lo investigate the 
efficiency of all color signals now i n  use as 
traffic signals, and tvhe~e possible to ascertain 
the rea,sons fo r  adoptling certain'~clolors fo r  
specific uses. This committee will investigate 
the use of various types of semaphores and 
silent policemen. ilzlother committee will make 
all original study of specific colow f o r  definite 
uses as a check upon previous researches and 
to establish certain colors fo r  traffic signals. 
A t111ii.d committee u-ill study non-luminous 
signs and signals and propoise, after thorough 
i*eheai.ch, slgns of definite colors land shapes for  
highvays and also for  raiiroacl crossings. 

THE CHARLES A. COFFIN FOUNDATION 

ON May 16, 1922, Nr.  Charles A. Coffin, i n  
his seventy-eighth year, retired fi-on1 the active 
leaclership of the General Electric Company. 
Mr. Coffin has been iclentified with the det-elop- 
inent of the electricaI industry since 1982. H e  
mas the founcler and creator of the General 

Electric Company, of which he has been tlie 
inspiration and leader fo r  thirty years. As 
an expression of appreciation of >IT.Coffin's 
great work not only f o r  the Generd Electric 
Conipany but also fo r  the entire electrical 
industry and with tlie desire to malie this sp-  
preciation enduring and constructive as Mr. 
Coffin's life and ~vork  have been, the boiard of 
directors of the General Electric Company 
created on hits retirement and now desire to 
announce the "Charles B.Coffin Foundation." 

A fund of $400,000, to be known as the 
"Charles A. Coffin Founclation," has been set 
asicle and the income, amounting to approxi-
mately 820,000 per year, will be available f o r  
enconraging alnd rewading  service in  the ebc- 
trical field by giving prizes to its employees, 
recognition to lighting, po-vver and railway 
coinpanies fo r  iinprovemen~ i n  service to the 
puhlic and fello~vships to grnclnate students and 
fulnds fo r  research work a t  technical schools 
and collegfis. The foundation -will be con-
trolled and administeyed )by a foundation com-
mittee appointed by the board. This com-
mittee, ~v i t l~ i i i  the limits of the purposes f o r  
x!hich the foundation is created, ~vi l l  have 
poffe? to change the conditions applicable to 
the distribution of the fund and the amounts 
for  each particular purpose. 

The colnmittee proposes to distribute the in- 
come of the foundation as follows: 

Ftrs t .  Eleven thousal~d dollars ($11,000) in 
prizes for the inos'i signal contributions by em 
ployees of the General Electric Company tomrd  
the increase of its efficiency or progress in the 
electrical art. Particularly, the prizes are to 
further encourage suggestions from ~vorlrmen. 
With each prize, the colilpany nil1 give a cer-
tificate of m5asd. 

Secot~d. il gold niedal, to be knonn as the 
"Charles A. Coffin lledal," will be awarded an-
nually to the public utility operating company 
within the United States wliieh, dnring the year, 
has lnado the greatest colitribution towards 
increasing the aclvantages of the use of electric 
light and power for the convenience and well-
being of the public and the benefit of the indus- 
try. The company receiving the medal %<.;illalso 
receive one thousand ($1,000) for its employees' 
benefit or similar fund. 
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Third.  A gold medal, to be known as the 
"'Charles il. Coffin >Iedal," will be a~rarded an- 
nually to the electric rail-my company within the 
United States which, during the year, has unade 
the greatest contribution towards increasing $the 
advantages of electric transportation for the ~ 0 x 1 -

venience and well-being of the public .and the 
benefit of the industry. The company receiving 
the medal will also receive one thousand dollars 
($1,000) for its employees' benefit or similar 
fund. 

Pozirtli. Five thousad dollars ($5,000) is to 
be awarded annually for fellowships to graduates 
of American colleges and technical schools who, 
by the character of their work, and on the recom- 
lneilclation of the faculty of the institution where 
they have studied, could with advantage continue 
their research work either here or abroad; or 
some portion or all of the fund may be used to 
further the research work a t  any of the colleges 
or ,technical schools in the Unitod Statea. The 
fields in ~vhieh these fello~vships and funds for 
research walk are to be awardecl are: Electricity: 
physics ; physical rhemistry. 

A committee appointed by the fouli~ation corn- 
nlittee will alvard such fello~vships and funds for 
research work, with the advice and cooperation 
of a committee of three, one to be appointed by 
each of the follo~ving : The National Acadeiny of 
Scielices, the Anleriean Institute of Electrical 
Engineers and the Society for the Promotion of 
Engineering Education. This com~nittee is to be 
lmown as the ('Charles A. Coffin Fello~~ship and 
Research Fund Committee" and dle fello~vships 
are to bo knonn as tlie "Charles A. Coffin Pel- 
lowshiyrs. ' ' 

The board of clirectors of the Geneva1 Elec- 
itric Company l11as appointed as the "Charles 
A. Coffin Foundation Committee" the follo~x~-
ing officers of the company: A. W. Rurcha~d ,  
J. R. Lovejoy, E. T,Ti. Rice, Jr. ,  Gerard Sx~ope 
and 0. D. Young. 

The following committee, to administer the 
fund 'and to act wit11 cirganiaations outside the 
company, have lbeen appoirnted : 

Co~n~nitteeto cooperate r i t h  the  National Elec- 
tric Light Association: A, H, Jackson, J. R. 
Lovejoy, vice-presidents. 

Commit,tee to cooperate nith the Ainerican 
Electric Railnay Sssociation: J .  G. Barry and 
A. H. Jackson, vice-presidents. 

Con~n~ittee to cooperate with the Sational 

Acaderny of Sciences, ilnlerican Institute of Elee- 
tricsl Engineers and the Society for the Promo- 
tion of Engineering Education: 3:. W. Rice, Jr., 
llionorary chairman, A. II. Jackson, rice-president, 
and W. R. Whitney, director of rasearch labora- 
tory. 

THE SOCIETY OF SIGMA XI 
THE annual convention of the Society of the 

Sigma Xi  will be held in Carmiblridge on  Decem- 
ber 27, a t  the time of the meetings of ithe Amer- 
ican Association for  the Advancement of 
Science. The program s f  the convention 
ineludes the Pollo~ving : 

2 :30 P.M. Business session. 
6:15 P.M. Annual diimer. 
8:45 P.N. Joint meeting mitb the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science. 
Address, ' ' The Sation and its Health, ' ' by Presi- 
dent Farrand of Cornell University. 

The chapters of Sigma Xi  are entitled to del- 
egates wit11 the right to vote a t  the business 
session. Attendance a ~ t  the business session 6.1. 

the dinner o r  tlie evening address is not lim- 
ited to delegates. All membbers of  the society 
are invlled to be presenk and wlll be welcome 
a t  all the meetings. A special desk for  the 
~*egistr'ation of members of S ~ g m a  XI wlll be 
prwvided i n  the registration bureau of the asso- 
clatiion, where programs and dinner tickets 
may be secured. Clerks will be in  attendance 
at this ~*eglst'ation desk on December 26 and 21. 

The ibusiness session of the convention \+<I1 
be one oP unusual importance, since P com-
plete revision of the constiitution of the society 
13 to be hiought u p  for  acloption. The remsion 
has been made necessary iby the growth of the 
society as well as by the expansion of its KO&. 

Sigma XI is no longer la society of a few 
chapters scatlel-ed among the educational insti- 
tutions of the country, but it i k  a large organ- 
iza'tion numbering thirty-eight chapteis i n  
univwsities ancl i n  some of the research insti- 
tutions of the country. I n  addition to this 
actlve nienibership there are scattered over the 
country and the vr.eI.ld some fifteen thousand 
niemberq of Sigma Xi, who by the pi+ovisions 
of the new constitution 7~1111 be brought imto 
closer toucli with the work of the society. 811 


