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Some of this illaterial hail been prepared 
for  publication i n  Lhe for111 of a paper on 
Air Naviga!ion and sent to press early in Octo- 
ber, follo~ving which his akte~rztion mas eagerly 
coneenti-ated on further problems. So the end 
came like a ship holcling its course accurately, 
and passing out of sight wit!i all sails set. 

If. H. D. 
PITTSBURGII,PA. 
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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
MORTALITY FROM CANCER 

THE Department of Commerce announces 
that the returns compiled by the Bureau of the 
Census show that oyer 76,000 deaths were due 
to cancer i n  the death registration area of the 
United States i n  1921, and assuming that the 
rest of the United States had as many deaths 
iron1 this cause ln  proportion to the populatioa, 
the total number of deaths from cancer in  the 
entire Uriitecl States fo r  1921 was 93,000, ~vhile 
fo r  1920 the number is  estinlated as 39,000 or  
4,000 less than for  1921. 

The trencl of t l ~ e  cancer death rate is up\sarcl, 
thc rate fo r  1921 being higher than that for  
any eal*lier year in (twenty-three of the thi1lt-y- 
fonr  states. Tbe cancer death rate In the regs -  
tralion area in  1921 was 86 per 100,000 popu- 
lation, against 83.4 fo r  1Y20. In comparing 
the d e a ~ h  ?ate from cancer i n  one state mith 
that in  another, the bureau uses "adjusted" 
rates in  order [to make allovance for differ-
ences in the age and the sex dlistribntion of 
the p o p ~ ~ l a t i o ~ i ,  generallybecause, speaking, 
only persons i n  middle life and old age have 
cancer, so that a state with many ole1 persons 
may be expected to hare niore deaths from 
cancer than a state with comparatively few 
old persons. 

The highest "acljusted" cancer rate for  1921 
is 99.6 per 100,000 population for  the state of 
?Ila-,sacliusertts, and the lowest is 47.6 f o r  the 
qtate of South Carolina. FoY a fen- states ad- 
justed rates have been calculatecl separately fo r  
the white and colored popnlation. I11 this 
group of states the highest adjusted cancer 
la te  f o r  the vliite population is 95.9 per 

100,000 popula~tisn fo r  New York and the 
highest rate f o r  the colored population is 90.6, 
al-o for  New k'ork. The lorvest adjusted can-
cer rate for the white popnlation is 51.5 for  
Tennessee and the lowest for  the colored popu- 
lation is 36.4 for  Fbrida.  

The adjusted rates show that the northern 
states have comparatively high and the south- 
el-11 c t a t e ~  comparratively low cancer mortahty, 
i;vhile there is little difference between the ad-
justed cancer rates of the white arid colored 
races of the same states. 

COLORS FOR TRAFFIC SIGNALS 

THIRTY-XISEmen, representing as niany ad- 
ministrative bodies, trade associations, scien-
tlfic o r  technical societies, and goveynment de- 
partments, make up  the sectional committee on 
colors fo r  traffic signals which was orgallzed 
a t  a meeting In New P o l k  City on November 9 
under the auspices of the -1merican Engineer- 
ing Standard3 Committee. I n  openlng the 
meeting, P. G. Agiiev, secretary of the Amer- 
ican Engineering Staiidards Committee, said 
Irhat this v a s  unclue.tionahly the most repre-
sentative group that has evels coille togetller 
anywhere iin tile ~ ~ ~ o r l c l  lhls subject. to dlsca;s 

The conimbttee electeci as its off.cers the £01- 
lowing ~ep~esen ta t lvea  ,of the three sponsors 
fo r  the code: Cizai~nznn,Chai'les J. Bennett, 
state h i g h ~ v w  commissioner of Connecticut, 
I-epresenting the Anlerical~ Association of 
State High~vay Officials; vice-clzai,~mar, Dr. 
N. G. Lloyd, representing tihe United Sta.tes 
Bu~seau of Standards; secretary. JITalter S. 
Paine, research engineer, B t n a  Insurance Com- 
pany, Hartford, Conn., representing the Na-
tlonal Safety Council, 

Because [of the difficulty of bringing the en- 
tire sectional comniitlee together a t  frecpent 
intervals nn executive coin~nittee was appointed 
m t h  instructions to collect infollniation on the 
subjects coming 131ithin the scope of the cocle, 
to digest this informat:on, to appolnt sub-
corniii~ttees, to arrange f o r  the necessary re-
seal-ch worli, and to draf t  definlte recommenda- 
tions fo r  the consicleratioii of the sectional 
comm~ttee. The executive committee con~ists 
of the following: 
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Bert Lord, Sew York State Departnleat of 
Notor T'ehicles, Albany, S. T., representing the 
group of administ~ative officials and departments; 

T. 1). Pratt, Xotor Truck Association, New 
Yorlr City, representing the oviners and operators 
of motor vehicles; 

G. G. ISelcey, American Gas Accumulator Com-
pany, SevalB, N. J., representing the group of 
automotive accessory, signs and signal manufac- 
turers : 

A. H. Rudd, Safety Section, American Railway 
Association, ~epresenting the railroads; 

ITr. P. Young, general maaager, National .4uto- 
niobile Under~r-riters Conference, representing the 
group of insurance interests on the sectional corn- 
mittee ; 

ITr. P. Eno, of the Eno Foundation, Washing- 
ton, D. C., representing the group of scientific and 
technioal societies ; 

Harry lleixell, of the Notor Vehicle Confer-
ence Committee, S e v  Sork City, representing the 
motor vehicle mannfacturer.-; 

and the three officers of the sectional com-
mittee. 

The sectional committee by resolution invited 
the Beroaautical Chamber of C~onlmerce of the 
United States to participate in  the work of 
the committee. i t  was also decided a t  the 
organization meeti~ng of the seclitonal committee 
to appoint a sub-committee lo investigate the 
efficiency of all color signals now i n  use as 
traffic signals, and tvhe~e possible to ascertain 
the rea,sons fo r  adoptling certain'~clolors fo r  
specific uses. This committee will investigate 
the use of various types of semaphores and 
silent policemen. ilzlother committee will make 
all original study of specific colow f o r  definite 
uses as a check upon previous researches and 
to establish certain colors fo r  traffic signals. 
A t111ii.d committee u-ill study non-luminous 
signs and signals and propoise, after thorough 
i*eheai.ch, slgns of definite colors land shapes for  
highvays and also for  raiiroacl crossings. 

THE CHARLES A. COFFIN FOUNDATION 

ON May 16, 1922, Nr.  Charles A. Coffin, i n  
his seventy-eighth year, retired fi-on1 the active 
leaclership of the General Electric Company. 
Mr. Coffin has been iclentified with the det-elop- 
inent of the electricaI industry since 1982. H e  
mas the founcler and creator of the General 

Electric Company, of which he has been tlie 
inspiration and leader fo r  thirty years. As 
an expression of appreciation of >IT.Coffin's 
great work not only f o r  the Generd Electric 
Conipany but also fo r  the entire electrical 
industry and with tlie desire to malie this sp-  
preciation enduring and constructive as Mr. 
Coffin's life and ~vork  have been, the boiard of 
directors of the General Electric Company 
created on hits retirement and now desire to 
announce the "Charles B.Coffin Foundation." 

A fund of $400,000, to be known as the 
"Charles A. Coffin Founclation," has been set 
asicle and the income, amounting to approxi-
mately 820,000 per year, will be available f o r  
enconraging alnd rewading  service in  the ebc- 
trical field by giving prizes to its employees, 
recognition to lighting, po-vver and railway 
coinpanies fo r  iinprovemen~ i n  service to the 
puhlic and fello~vships to grnclnate students and 
fulnds fo r  research work a t  technical schools 
and collegfis. The foundation -will be con-
trolled and administeyed )by a foundation com-
mittee appointed by the board. This com-
mittee, ~v i t l~ i i i  the limits of the purposes f o r  
x!hich the foundation is created, ~vi l l  have 
poffe? to change the conditions applicable to 
the distribution of the fund and the amounts 
for  each particular purpose. 

The colnmittee proposes to distribute the in- 
come of the foundation as follows: 

Ftrs t .  Eleven thousal~d dollars ($11,000) in 
prizes for the inos'i signal contributions by em 
ployees of the General Electric Company tomrd  
the increase of its efficiency or progress in the 
electrical art. Particularly, the prizes are to 
further encourage suggestions from ~vorlrmen. 
With each prize, the colilpany nil1 give a cer-
tificate of m5asd. 

Secot~d. il gold niedal, to be knonn as the 
"Charles A. Coffin lledal," will be awarded an-
nually to the public utility operating company 
within the United States wliieh, dnring the year, 
has lnado the greatest colitribution towards 
increasing the aclvantages of the use of electric 
light and power for the convenience and well-
being of the public and the benefit of the indus- 
try. The company receiving the medal %<.;illalso 
receive one thousand ($1,000) for its employees' 
benefit or similar fund. 
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