
I n  justice to the life-long labor? of tile late 
Professor TT'. C. Sabine, now gatliered in10 a 
volume of Collected Papers on ~ ~ c o a s t i c s  (I-Ia-C-
vard Un;ver;ity Pyess), it shoulil lse said that 
ithe practical problem of predicting the acous-
tics of aa ordinla~sy auditoi-ium 111 advance of 
its constrnolion, or of correcting one (already 
b ~ d t ,  TTas solved by Professor Sabine some 
twenty years ago. The essential feature to 138 

considered in such a piwblem i> tlie mverbe~a-  
tion and Sabine's papers on this subject are 
full  and complete. Bither acoustic questions 
me, of course, someitilnes involved s u ~ h  as the 
tlansmission of sound tllrou,rli walls, the effect 
of lesonsnce, et:, Seve-a1 of (these had a130 
been the snhjeot of prolonged experimental in- 
vestigation by Frofessor Ss'nine a t  the Jeffer- 
son Phg-sical Laboraltory alt Karvard but some 
of the results were ~vithlield until the m r k  
could be completed. His unkiniely d e a t h i n -
termptecl this program, and since then the work 
has been coiiltinued liere and a l  the Acousrical 
Laboratories a t  Riverbank, Illinois, uncle^ tlie 
direction of Dr. Paul  E. Sabine, as described 
i n  11~.IIunby's alitiele in  Nature, October 28, 
3932. 

drchiteols in  thi. count1.y lisve become aware 
-of tlie importance of Xahine's rcqnlts and scores 
of oases could be cited i n  -ivllich the applica- 
tion of the principles worked ouc by him 11as 
led to co~nplete success. The opinilon that 
"Ai~hiteets are  still unable to pi-diet with cer- 
tainty the acoustic properties of the Iralls and 
c h a m b ~ ~tLey design" implie> a lack of 1%-

spect for  Sabine's profonndly accurare ancl 
thorough ~ w r k  which I a m  eu1.e no one will 
maintiam who has taken the tFoahle to acquaint 
himself wit11 the subject. 
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To TEE EDITOSOX SCIENCE: The present 
financial cli%c~~lt;c*,of scientific and technical 
journals ha-;e 110 doioubt come to the attention of 
many readers of SCIENCE. I ani tempted to 
call thoir attention to a specific case by quoting 

[VOL. LVI, No. 1457 

a recent letter from Killiain Ford Upson, 
Anierican trade commijsioner in T"' ienna : 

On ,z pathetic appeal of Professor TVilhelm 
Exner, an eminent Austrian scientist, president 
of the Tech~lisclies Versucl~sanit, I am sending to 
the Bureau of Standards, r ~ i t h  my compliments, 
the ?Jittei:ungen des Tecit?zisclie??, Persuchsamtes 
for one year. The publication is in sore straits 
for lsck of funds slid its ,altlbition is to get 100 
foreigx subscriptions at  $1.00 per year each, to 
enable it to eontinue publication, but its efforts 
have proved una~ailing except that I am sending 
out a few copies at  my olyn expense. Could you 
help in the good work in any way? 

The Bnreau of Stanclards is already a sub-
scriber to this publication, brut I trust 'that the 
above appeal will pu t  oziler research laborato- 
ries or libraries on  the subscription list. 

AN APPEAL 

OSE hundred Bassian university and profes- 
sional men, mostly scientists, many of them 
internationally famous, recently exiled from 
Rujsia by the Soviet government, are in  Ber- 
lin in  serious icire~~mstances. Local charity 
is honsing and feeding them, but they lack 
sufficient clothing, shoes and pocket money 
to get throygh the winter without acute dis-
tress. B n  appeal has come to the American Ke- 
lief Admi,nisti.ation for  one thousand doilars 
to  provide some relief (averaging only $10 a 
man) fo r  these exiles. Unfortunately all of the 
8.2. ,4. funds must be spent fo r  .*elieP inside 
of Russia. The appeal haa been tarned over 
to me. ?trill tlie scientific men of America help 
these suffering scientific men of Russia? 

A generous friend, Princess Cantacuzene, of 
- 7  - ($500) ofLT abhington, has given me one half 
the sunl needed. I shall be glad t o  be one of 
fifty to give $10 each, or one of one hundred 
to give $5 each, to make up  the other half. 
I will undertake to 1.eceis.e the gifts and senci 
personal receipts £or them, and later obtain 
and publish in SCIEKCEa blankel receipt from 
Berlin fo r  the rvhole amount mceived and sent 


