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9. Several communications from the secre-
tary pro tern, of the executive committee for  
bhe proposed federation of American biological 
societies were read and a resol~lntion was adopt- 
e d  stating that the American Association for  
the Advancement of Science approves he gen-
era.1 aims and purposes of the proposed fe)d- 
eration, and wishes to cooperate with the fed- 
eratibn in all possible ways. 

10. A communication recommending- action 
by the association, on the subjeot of proposed 
changes in  the copyaight laws of the United 
States, was received from Dr. 35. L. Raney, 
librarian of the Johns Hopkins University. 
The cluestions ohus raised were reierred to a 
special committee, consisting o f :  Dr. C. L. 
Andrews, c h a i r m a n  (librarian of the John 
C r e r a ~  Library, Chicago) ; Dr. lY. IT. Bishop 
( l ~ b ~ a r i a nof the University of Michigan) ; and 
Dr. John &I.Coulter (head of the department 
of botany, the University of Chicago), and this 
committee was requested to make recommenda- 
tions Jo the council a t  the Boston meeting. 

11. A communication from Dr. Charles B. 
Lipman (Unil-ersity of California), writing for  
the Board of Research of the University of 
Cdifornia, and one from Dr. C. A. Kofoid 
(also of the Univessity of California) rveTe 
read, regarding the great  psesent need. f o r  bhe. 
preparation and publication of a n  up-to-date 
list of serial publications in  science, with anno- 
tation3. The execntdw committe  expressed its 
approval of these communications but was 
obliged to defer definite action on this subject 
till some wag may be found by which the aeso- 
ciation may be able to aid tihis important 
project. 

12. -2 communication was received from Dr.  
Henry B. Ward (of the University of Illi-
nois), rerommending that bhe association adopt 
a general resolution strongly favoring the 
scrupulous and complete preservation of the 
national parks of the United States and 
Canada, against %ny form of desecration by 
any  commercial interest. Such a resolution 
was adopted; its text will appear later i n  
SCIEKCE. 

13. The permanenit secretaey was authorized 
to conduct a n  Intensive membership campaign 

i n  the stlates of New England and New York, 
just preceding the next annua~l meeting, .this 
campaign to be based on  a special request ad- 
dressed to every member resident i n  the speci- 
fied region, asking luim to secure two o r  more 
neu: members f o r  the association. 

14. I t  was unanimously voted that the per- 
manent secretasy be instructed lto cable and 
write to Sir  Ernest Rutherford, president of 
Ihe British Association for the Advancement of 
Soience, inriiing him to attend the f0urt.h 
Boston meeting and to deliver a n  address, prob- 
albly on Thursday evealng, December 28, witjh 
the understanding that the assooiation ~vo111d 
meet his expenses. 
' 13. The committee adjourned a t  6:30, ,to 

meet a t  Boston, a t  10 A.M., December 26. The 
evening 7vas spent in a n  informal discussion of 
the affair3 ancl pro-,pects of the association. 

BURTONE. LIVINGSTON, 
Permane~at Secretary 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PERMANENT 
SECRETARY 

Publicatio?zs. About 6,200 copies of the 
"Booklet of Information" have been sent to 
prospective members. About 6,500 copies of 
a four-page leaflet have been sent to the med- 
ical men of h'ew England, inviting them to be- 
come members of the as3ociation. At  the end 
of September a calendar rard, ernplimizing the 
association year (October 1 to September 30) 
ma3 sent to each meiiiber with the statement of 
his clues. About 11,700 copies were sent out. 
Along with the calendar card went a n  explana- 
tory leaflet on membership. 

Circularizaf iom f o r  mezo members. During 
the fiscal year 1922, 23,933 invitations to join 
the assooiation were sent to members of affili-
ated societies. The oards show that 1,114 new 
members have thus f a r  been secured i n  this 
wag. The invitations sent out in the circular- 
ization of non-members listed i n  "American 

1 A summary of the annual report of the per- 
manent secretary, on the affairs of the association, 
for the period from October 1, 1921, 60 Septem-
ber 30, 1922. Presented t o  the Executi~e Com- 
mittee at New Pork City on October 21, 1922. 
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Men of Science" numbered 4,370, and 106 new 
members have been secured fz-om that group. 
A11 members of the Society of Sigma X i  have 
the privilege of joining the American Bssocia- 
tion for  the Advancement of Science without 
paying the upual entrance fee, but it  has thus 
f a r  been found impossible to send a special 
invitation to each of these, on account of Eliffi-
culty :n securing tlhe membership lists of all 
ehapters of the sooiety. A11 members of the 
society who are not already members of the 
association are asked to send their names and 
addresses and the names of their respective 
chapters, to the permanent secretaq's Wash-
ington ofice. H e  will send them literature that 
will be of interest. A t  the close of the fiscal 
year 1922, about 16,200 special invitations to 
join tlie association were sent to members of 
affiliated societies. About 6,500 of these invi- 
tations went to medical men in New England. 

Organisatio~x. Each section secretary has 
received a card list of the members enrolled i n  
his section, with a cabinet for holding the 
cards. These lists are  duplicated in  the Wash- 
ington office, and both sets are kept u p  to date 
by additions and alterations. 

Each section secretary has been asked to 
secure a mail ballot of his section committee, 
for a t  least two nominations for  vice-president 
and cltairrnan of his section, these nominations 
to be returned to the Tashington office, for  the 
use of the council, on a special blank. I t  will 
be remembered that the jections nominate, and 
the council elects, section chairmen and section 
secretaries. When a section holds a business 
session, the nominations secured from the see-
tion committee are to be acted od  by the see-
tion as a whole. More than one nomination 
is to be presented to the council, i n  order that 
the latter body ntay have opportunity f o r  
choice. The council needs also to know how 
the votes stood i n  the section committee. 

A constitution for  the proposed federation 
of American biological societies was adopted a t  
the Woods Hole meeting, Angust 4, of the pro 
tern. executive committee f o r  the federation, a t  
which meeting Dr. Herbert Osborn very kindly 
represented the association. The proposed con- 
stitution has been submitted to the council of 

the association, and should be considered a t  
the Boston meeting, when i t  will be necessary 
to dectde whether the association will become a 
member of the neiv federation. The constitu- 
tion has been published in SCIEXCE (Yol. LVI, 
No. 1448, p. 359, September 29, 1922). The 
pro tent ,  committee voted that the aim of rhe 
federation wwuld be to make use of the organ- 
ization of the association, awiding the dupli- 
cation of organization wherever possible. It 
is emphasized by the secretary of the pro tern. 
committee that the miain activities of the fed- 
eration are a p t  to concern publications, not 
the organination of meetings. The pro tern. 
committee expressed its thanks to the associa- 
tion for  the financial help received i n  mnnec- 
tion witzh the Woods Hole meeting, and re-
(pests the association to continue help of this 
kind during the formlative period of the fed- 
eration. A ~ m i l a r  request has been made of 
the Xational Research Council. Copies of the 
proposed constitution for  the federation have 
been sent by the permanent secretary to all 
members of the section committees of the four 
biological sections of' the American Association 
for  the Advancement of Science, together with 
let<ters asking each member to wnite to his sec- 
tion secretary in regard to the proposed fed- 
eration and  the attitude that should be taken 
by the association toward it, a carbon copy of 
each letter being lalso sent to the permanent 
secretary's office. 9 number of replies have 
been received and the permanent secretary 
hopes, with the aid of the four section secre-
ta~ries concerned, to make a report on this 
matter to the Executive Committee a t  the first 
committee session of 'the Boston meeting. A11 
members of the biological sections are invited 
to write to t~he propeT section secretary in  this 
connection, sending copies of their letters to the 
permanent secretary. To be considered in his 
report, letters should be i n  the section secre-
tary's hands before December 1. 

Divisions, Local Branch and Afjiliated Acnd-
emies. The membership and financial rela-
tions, between the asaoaiation and  the divi-
sions, the local branch and the affiliated acad- 
emies, are shown for  the last three years i n  the 
following tabulation : 
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PACIFIC DlVISlOS SOETHITESTERH DIVISIOS STATE COLLEGE BRANCB AFFILIiTED ACADEMIES1 1920 1 1921 : 1922 1920 1921 1 1922 ) 1922 1 9 2 0  1 1921 1822 

Total number of nlem- I 1 I
bers, end of year .... i ........ 1,100 1,278 ........ 156  176 52 851 1,43'7( 1,488 

Nuinber of new mem- 1bers received during 
year .................................. i 33 61 ........ ) 57 34 20 1 ........ 182 101. 

Allo~vances made dur- 
inq year ................... $1,781($llk7$1,126 $1081 $131 $149 . $27 1 $818 ,$1,141 $1,328 


Xembership.  The increase in  membership 
since September 30, 1920, is snmmarized i n  .the 
f o l l o ~ ~ i n gtabulation: 

Sept. 30, Sept. 30, Sept. 30, 
1920 1921 , 

Number of members 
in good standing.. 10,002 10,160 10,566 

Total enrollment ...... 11.442 11.547 11,646 
Changes i n  membe;ship occbrz*ing in '  the 

fiscal year 1922 are shown below: 
Sept. 30, 8epB. 30, 

1921 1922 

Total enrollment,...................... 11,547 11,646 
Number of sustaining members 3 3 
Number of life members ............ 346 352 
Number of annual members, 

paid up .................................. 9,811 10,211 
Total in  good standing .......... 10,160 10,566 

Number of members in1 ar- 
rears for two years ............ 706 455 

Number of members in ar-
rears for one year ................ 682 625 

Total enrollment...................... 11,547 11,646 

Gain in membersliip, October 1, 1921, 
to Xepteinber 30, 1922: 
Reinstakements ...................................... 33 

N e r ~  members (11 life, 1,209 an-


nual) ................................................. 1,220 


Total gain........................................................ 1,252 
Loss in membership, October 1, 1921, 

to September 30, 1922: 
Dropped because of non-payment of 

dues .............................................. 705 

Resigned ................................................ 362 

Died ...................................................... 87 
-

Total 108s.................................................... 1,154 
Net gain, October 1, 1921, to  September 30, ' 

1922 .................................................................. 
Transfeis from annual to life membershi P... 9: 

Special attention may be directed to the 
marked increase i n  p,aid-np nlemberehip for 
the last two years, owing to the very efficient 
v o r k  of the executive assistant and his staff. 
Paid-up membership for  the three Years 1g20, 
1921 and 1922 was 10,002, 10,160 and 10,566. 
The rate of increase i n  paid-up membership 
from 1920 to 1921 was about 50.5 per cent. 

higher than was the corre-l>onrlilig rate of 
increase in total 1nemI)e~4ip.  Fsi)1111921 to 
1922 the rate of increase in  paicl-up member- 
ship was about four  times as great as was the 
eorresponcling total membership rate of in-
crease. I t  eeeins that membership in  good 
sbanding is a much better index of our growth 
than is  total membership, and this feature is 
very gratifying. 

Financial Afairs .  The permanent secre-
tary's annual financial report for  the fiscal 
yeala 1922 will be published i n  SCIENCE after 
the annual meeting, a t  which time a statement 
regarding the permanent secretary's budget f o r  
1923 will be made. 

BURTOKE. L~VINGSTON, 
Permanent Secretary 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CON-
VOCATION WEEK1 

THE cormnittee on convocaitiion week ap-
pointed by the council of the American Asso- 
ciation for  the Acivancement of Science a t  the 
Toronto meeting, and consisting of J. 31cICeen 

Cattell, Chairman, Iiel-bert S. Jennings, J. 
Playfair McMurdch, Eliakim Ha3~tings Mmre 
and Edrvin Bidwell Wilson, begs to  report a s  
f0110~s: 

Twenty yeam ago tjhe first convocat.ion week 
meeting of our  national soi'entific societies was 
held in  Washington, from Decenlber 29, 1902, 

'to J a n u a r ~  3, 1903. Prior to khai time the 
American -4~s'ociation for  the Advancement of 
Science mith t,hje societies affil6a.bed with It. had 

1 This report has been presented to the executive 
approved. It is in ad-

vance of the Bostoll meeting in order that eon. 
sideration may be given to the recornmenciation. 
that arc lllade prior to their presentation to the 
council. 


