
who has laic1 aside research problems, one after 
I

another, bu t  also to prolnote the advancement 
of our science. 

Effective Novmber 16, W. C. Nendenhall, 
fo r  more than (ten years the geoLogist i11 charge 
of 'tlle Lang Classificatio~l Board, will be chbef 
geo1,ogist. Mr. Nendefihall's tmen~ty-eiglt 
ye'ars servics i n  the Survey as assis'tan~t gcolo- 
gist a,nd geologist, wi(tli field experience ex-
tending from illhe Southern A.ppa!achians to 
Alaslra, is a p~toinise of this broad sympathy 
~ v , k l ~all the pi-olblems that  mill come .und.er his 
direation, and his no.taKe success in  using the 
de,?a contliibuterl by 'the field brai~chos in  the 
classification of ,the pubiiic-lands is equally a 
p~omise  of effeolive 'diministraition. 

Mr. Menclea!~ail~l will be suoc~eded as chief 
of 'the Land Ciassific~tion Board by Herman 
Skbler ,  his dose associzte in  {that branch 
daring the past decade. Mr. Stabler's clemon-
sira'ted capacity bath in research and i n  admin- 
istrakion assures the continuance of the suc-
cessful a<pplica~tlon of geologic and engineering 
facts and principles to public land admiais-
tration. 

The retu1.n of Mi.. White to productlive re-
se'arch suggests anew the sacrifice involved in 
the ~dministraition of scientific work. Admin-
is~tration by scientists is the key-note of the 
Survey's policy, yet the intellectual cost i*&m 
invollved in this drafting of our !best inves6iga- 
tors musit b~e lrept clown to a minimum. Had  
I been free from ather demamds on my time 
'this past summer, I should have ihaken this 
occasion itlo sta1.t a soanewlhat radical reorgan- 
ization of bhe Geologic Branch, the chief pur- 
pose of which would be to reduce its admini's- 
1trai:tve overhead-too many geologislts are giv- 
ing valuable time ,to work for  which they were 
noit trained. Nelc~ssarily now, this task of sim- 
plifying the orgabizarthn must be 1ef.t ito the 
new chief geologist and &he acting director, but 
I ask for  'them a sympailhetio accep'tsnce of the 
proposal for  a less elabol-ate but more elastic 
grtouping of the activi'ties of 'the branch. Not 
machinery )bat produat is the, n~easnrc of e%-
ciency in a governmen,t scientific bureau. 

GEC).OTIS SXITH, 
Director 

'KK NEW BUILDING OF THE NATIONAL. 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AND THE 

NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

ON the afternoon of Monda,y, OotobeT 30,, 
the comerstone was laid of the new building o f  
the Kakional Acaidemy of Sciences and of the 
National Research Council a t  TVashington, D. C. 
T~his building, con~truobioa of which has now. 
been carried above ,the main floo~, occupises a .  
deskable lo~oaitiion upon a n  enltire blocli of land 
north of the Lincoln Blerno~ial a t  ;the western. 
end of ttlle illall, commanding an excellent and 
permanent view of the Memorial, the Riverside 
F a ~ k  ancl the bank of the Potomac beyond.. 
The land f,or this building was purchased. 
~t~llroughcontribnt.ions from a g ~ o u p  of twenty. 
f r - i d s  of s,' olenee. 

The building is designed for  ,two main pur- 
poses: To house ifhe offices 'of 'the two organ- 
ieatioizs fo r  ~vhich it  is erected, and .to provide 
space for  the exllibBtion of materials repi%-. 
seaiing certain of ,the great achievements of '  
science in  the past and efipeciaily bf recent. 
co~~;i~ibwtions particular significance in  the, of 
p:og1'ess of science. The Building presents a* 
facase to (tihe southward 260 feet in  Iength, and 
will rise to  a height of 60 feet above ibhe first 
Roor. I n  thi~s sectio8n 'there will be three floors. 
for offices, Sibrary ,and specilal exhibits rooms.. 
Eeh'ind this will be s, rotunda £'or general ex-
hibirion purposes which mill be convertible at 
need into a lecture i.o'om accomm~odating, with 
its galleries, over 400 people. The plans per-. 
miit, the sdditiion of ether units similar .to the 
southern facade, to camplete a quadrangle 
around t'he rotunda. TJhe <building is ibeing 
facecl with white Dover mar*ble of fine qualiity 
and coi'or which makes ist in keeping wi,th the 
o'tlher moilumaatal buildings of the  city. T h e  
cost of the unit 215 present under coms~truction. 
will be over $1,000,000. The funds f'or the 
erection of ,the Ibuiidiing were provided by t h e  
Carnegie Corporalion of Ne~tr York. 

The layi,ng of the cornerstone mas a caremony- 
of ,the sl,mp!est kind wi.~hont .the p ~ s e n t a t i o n  
of any addresses. It was attended by oEcers. 
and rnernbe~s of the acadomy and of the Re- 
search Council, aniong whom was the Honor- 
ablz Eerbert I-Ioovel*, secretary of commerce.. 
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The stone, ikdf, bearing +he date "1922" and 
the initials "N. A. S." and "N. R. C.," occupies 
a position high in the mall of ibhe first story a t  
the tsouthwefikrn ' corner of the building. 
Within a copper box in itUle stone were placed 
s~gnificant documents mnneoted with 'che 
founding of ithe National Academy and of the 
Research Council and lists of the members of 
bv'd onganizations. I t  is expeated khat the 
building will {be ready for occupancy in  ithe 
ball of 1923. 

-
SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

TIIE National Amdemy of Sciences will hold 
its autumn mecting in New York on Tuesday, 
TVedneslilay and Thursday, November 14-16, 
1922. The meetings on Tuesdlay d l  be at  
Columbia University, land, so f a r  as possible, 
papers from the ~ecbions of astronomy, chsm- 
istiy, eology and paleontology will% be m-
signed to )this day. On Wednesday 6he meet-
ings d l  be a t  ate Rockefeller Institute, with 
papers fyom the sections of bbtaoy, zoology and 
animal morphology, phy&Aogy land pathology, 
and anthropology a d  psychology. On Thurs- 
day the meetings will be in the auditorium of 
the United Elngineering Societies Building with 
papers from the sections of mahheunbtics, 
physics land engineering. The local committee 
for the meeting mmhtu of J. F. Kemp, ckair-
mar, T. H. Morgan, Simon Rexner, J. J. 
Carty, F. B. J e m t t  and F. M. Chapman. 

THE Henry Jacob Bigelm medal of tihe 
Boston Surgical Society nnas presented ito Dr. 
William W. Keen, of Philadelphia "for con-
spicuous contributions k~(the advancement of 
surgery," on the evening of Ootrober 25, when 
Dr. Keen addressed the sooiety oin "Sixty years 
of surgery, 1862-1922." 

MEMBERSof lthe faculty land alumni of the 
University of ahicago recently contributed a 
fund for a portfiait of Pxofwsor A. A. Michd-
son, who for ithirty years hais been head of &a 

department of physics in the university. The 
portrait bas been completed by Ralph Clarksoa 

ON the occasion of ,the celelbmtion of ithe 
fiftieth lamiversary of ithe Dukh Zo'dogica~l 
Sooiety &ere were 'admitted lzus honorary m m -  

bers: Pmfessor 0. Abel, Vienna; Pmfessor M. 
Cauillery, Paris; Professor L. Dollo, Brussels; 
Professor B. Grassi, Rome; Piwfessor V. 
Hiicker, Halle; Professor S. J. Hickson, Man- 
ehesrter; Professor N. Holmgren, S tockhvlm ; 
Professor T. H. Mongan, New York; Dr. F. 
Barasin, Basle, and Dr. J. Schmidt, Copen-
hagen. 

THE Britiish Insibitution of Mining and 
Metallurgy has awarded its gold medd to Sir 
Alfred Keogh, "on &he oscasion of his retire- 
ment from the rectorship of ithe Impex+al Cd-
hge of Science and Techndogy, in recognition 
of his great servi'ces in the advancement of 
~te~~l~no'logicdeducation." 

DR. GEORGE OTIS SMITH hae resigned the 
directorship of trhe United States Geological 
Survey, in order that he may qualify legally 
as a member of the United Sbaks Coal Com- 
mission. I t  is understood (that bhe President 
hopes (that Dr. Smitih will be willing to resume 
his work (as director of the survey when bis 
service s s  m e m h  of hhe ooal couamission comes 
to an end. 

WE learn from Nature that Mr. E. Lwnard 
C.?U has been appointed to fill flhe vacanit as-
sistantship in ibhe Natural History Depa~tunent 
of the Royal Sooitish Museum, Edintbuligh. Mr. 
Gill has already bad museum experience in 
Leicestrer and Manchester, and for almost 
OvPenty years bas been in charge of the Han- 
cock Museum a t  Newcastledon-Tyne. 

MR. T. RUSSELL GODDARD, msktant cwatm 
a t  ithe Sunderland Museum, has been lappointed 
'curator of the Hanoock Museum, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 

DR. C. R. ORTON,pliant pathologist a t  the 
Pennsylvania S'tak College, hfas been appoint- 
ed la member of ,&e &vision of biology and 
lagricdture of dhe National Resew& Council. 

THE board of managers of the Wistar In&- 
tute has d & k d  Dr. J. A. Detlefsen to a pro-
fw~orship  for (bhe duration of his sal$akical 
year as a courkyy and to make po,&ble bhe 
continuation of investigartions carried on at .the 
College of Agricdture of Ithe University of 
Illinois. 


