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United States Geological Survey. Ages ago 
;this pant of ,the Atlantic Coastal Plain was 
from t i ~ e]to ,time covered by rFne sea, ia to 
which streams slveplt vast q ~ a n t i ~ t i e sof mud, 
sand and gravel ,end boulders which formeld 
thick deposits ~tl~at; Whenoovered large areas. 
Ithe region finally emerged from Ithe sea bhe 
Piatonac River cult 4ts vdley in  these deposits, 
whioh were carried ab!oult here and  [tihere alslo by 
smaller stre'ams. The larger boulders are de-
rived from the graniile on which the g1.a~-e! lies, 
bulk some of ithe smaliler pebbles come from 
paats of ,the Pot'omac basin b e p n d  ithe Blue 
Ridge and 1olLl:e~s from veins of quanta i n  the 
granites of the Piedmonlt P,lateau. 

Over the layer of plaant debris and muck in 
,this old sw&mp fine c b y  ,and pebbles were laid 
down by  s'trean~s of water during the glacial 
epooh, when ithe noiitlhern part of Novth 
America, a's fmar souith a s  northern Pennsyl-
vania, was covered .with immense sheelis of 
bhick ice, showing jthat tthe strees lived in ~the 
la'tker pal% of the Gredt Ice Age, which is vari- 
ously estimaited to  have ended from 20,000 !to 
30,000 years ago. 

OPPOSITION TO EVOLUTION IN 

MINNESOTA 


ITp a s  reponted in SCIENCE last week rthalt 
at a wn~ference i n  at. Paul, Miinn., of pxstlora 
representing Baptiat, Congregational, Prcsby- 
terilan and Lultheran churches, 4t was clecided 
to issue a call f o r  a sbte-wide meeting oE 
Pmtestanit ministers to oppose $he teaching of 
evoluti~on in iihe public schoo'ls of Minneso1[a. 

At this meelking, which was helid on 0e1:oSer 
26, the follo~ving re.solutions IveTe passed : 

Prea?nBle-As American citizens we believe in 
the comple-te separation of church and stale, and 
are opposed to religious {teaching in public 
schools-higher or lower. 

As those mho ,wish ,to teach Christianity must 
support their private schools, we believe i t  but 
just that those who wish to teach anti-Chrisfian 
theories should be forbidden the use of tax snp- 
ported schools for propagating their opinions. 

Whereas, The evolutionary hypothesis has come 
to be accepted by many American teachers, and is 
increasingly taught in the publio schools of Minne-
sota, including high schools, our state normals 
and state university, and 

Wliereas, This hgpothesia, after sixty-three 
gears of study, remains wholly unproven, and 
has increasingly sho~vn itself to be a foe to  the 
Christian faith, denying as it does (the veracity of 
the Scriptures, 

l'h~refove Be it vesolced, That we, citizens of 
Minnesota, representing thousands of our fellow 
citizens, hereby utter our prolest against this 
propaganda of infidelity, palmed off in Ithe name 
of science, and we call upon the trustees of state 
ilistitutions to demand of teachers a cessation of 
such teaching and the reniora,l fro111 our schools 
of such. test-books as favort:l;ly present the same. 

TVe do this in ithe interest of true science vs. 
science falsely so-called; and in the interest of 
fair dealing. 

We hold that the first anlcnd~lient to  the con-
stitution of the United States, '(Congress shall 
make no law respecting nu establishment of reli-
gion," TXIS neveq intended to be interpreted that 
the state 81iould become tqonsor for irreligion; 
and that it  is manifeslly unfair to impose taxes 
upon Christian tarpaycrs to inculcate teaching 
inimical to the Bible and destructive of civiliza-
tion itself. 

We have waited patiently for this hypothesis t o  
either prove a truth or to pass from publio in- 
struction. Having now 110 prospect of either, we 
demand that the state shall prom its impartiality 
toward its citizens by dispensing with a subject 
that is utterly divisive; and is, in the judgment 
of thousands of its taxpayers, utterly false. 

And we declare that if the school authorities 
prove derelict in the enforcement of the law re-
lating to the teaching of railgion or of theories 
lsubversive of the Christian faith, lye will appeal 
to the legislature for tho cn:ictmea.t of such laws 
as shall eliminate from our tns-snpported schoor 
system this antiscientific and antiscripturar 
theory of the origin of man and the universe. 

TPlE ADMINISTRATION OF TI-IF, UNITED 
STATES GEOLOGIC SURVEY 

ON Novembel, 15, Daviii TThite comple'tes 
'ten years service as chief geo;logish. This con-

,tuibnfiion to lthe administration 'of the survey 
has been at the expense of his om11 eclicntific 
T\-o:,k, even though he ;has thereby increased the 
scienitifio va,lue of the .wvork of his associates. 
12: seems fa i r  that his oft-rapealcd requesh for  
permission t o  raturn i'o his own geological 
studies should now be granted, not only to 
gratify he naitural desire of a n  investigator 


