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The entire coast lines of Guadalnpe and scv- 
e ~ a l  of the other islands ii-ere esaminecl care-
fully fo r  erideme of the existence of the 
Guaclalupe f u r  seal but not ti single animal was 
seen. Marly inquixies JTere also made regarding 
the species but no inforriation in13 obtainecl 
which ~ o u l d  indicate that there remained .z 
l iring representative. It has apparently gone 
the rvay of the grear (auk, Steller's sea cow ancl 
several other valuable species; cornmercial 
hunters oan cut another notch on their gun-
stock. 

The old fur-seal rookery grounds of Guada-
lupe were examined carefully. Tllrec of these 
were fonnd ancl the lava rocks were polished as  
smoothly as though they hail been deserted but 
yesterday. An estimate based upon knowledge 
gained on tlie Alaska fur-seal rookeries placcd 
the original number of a~iinia!s on Ciesdalupe 
at  100,000. The great killing took place in  the 
early par t  of the nineieenili century and we 
must loo11 with remorse upon our ancestors 
who were so thoughtness as to destroy so val- 
uable a n  animal. I n  1832 and si~hsequently 
several expeclitiom havc visi,:ed Guacialupe 
Island i n  the hope of securing specimens for 
museum purposes but met with no success. 
Pour incompletc sliulls upon which the species 
as fou.nded and possib!~ a f e v  disassoclatecl 

bones (yet unidentified) taken by thc last ex-
pedition seem to yepresent all there is of i! 
except regrets. 

S o  sonthern sea otters wei-e seen by !he menl- 
bers of the expedition, hnt informaation ob-
tained ivould indicate that there are still alive 
a v e ~ y  few of these excessively valuable arii-
nla!s. 

The natural history eollecrions mac1.e by the 
evpeclition were l a ~ g e  considerillg that the 
islailds were visited during the dry season. 
Specinlens in  various groups were obtainecl in  
approximately the follo~ving number2 : birds 
and iuammals, 300; reptiles and amphibians, 
1,000; insects, 1,100; land sll~olls, 2,000; marine 
fossils, many; and ~niscellaneous fishes, inver- 
tebrates and plants. 

The representatives of [lie iIerican govern- 
mcnt are  thoroughly alive to tlie necessity of 
con.:;erring the natural resoL1rce.i of their 
xesteyn terl.ilory. Ic is not expected that 
nic:tsal.c3 \$-ill be udoptetl ~ h i c hwill throttle 

the proper commercial development of the vast 
r~-eal~liof marine life of those waters but i t  is 
expectec! that the Nexican government will 
provide laws and regulations rr;hich will prop- 
erly safeguard and conserve those resources so 
that lhey inay continue for  all time valuable 
assets of that government. 

a. DALLASHANNA 
CAT~I~ORSIAAc~nsxrror SCIENCES 

AID TO RUSSIAN SCIENTIISTS 
THE -4xerican Connnittee to d i d  Russian 

Scientists rvith Scientific Literature made a n  
appeal lhrough XCIEKCE (June 23, 1922) to 
the ecientifio men and organizations of the 
L-nited States fo;. gifts of American scientific 
books, journals and papem to be sent, by aid 
of the generous cooperation of the Anlericaii 
Relief Adminisii.ation, of which Mr. Herbert 
TIoover is chairman, to Russia for rlistrihution 
among liussian universities, scientific organiza- 
ti'ons and inclivid.ual x-orkers. I11 addition to 
the general appeal through SCIEXCE, tile com-
mittee made a special appeal 1,y letter to vari- 
oizs co~nmercjal publishing bonses, unive~sity 
preusw and scientific organizations mhich pnb- 
lish journal., memoirs, bulletins, etc. 

The response to this appeal has been wide- 
spread and gcneroua. Up to date nearly nine 
tons of American scientific bool~s, journals and 
papers published since January 1, 1015, have 
beell col!ected and sent to Russia. Tho con-
t~ ibu tors  include 70 govermneut and state 
,bnreans and experiment stations, 40 universi- 
ties and colleges and university presses, 23 
national and state scientiEc societies and about 
1% private individnalu. To make special men- 
tion of any ccntribntors among the many rvllo 
have mat1.e such generous response to the appeal 
may seem ~ulfa.ir, but to reveal the interesting 
fact t l n t  cornrnercial publishing houses, which 
are presumably llot primarily philanthropic, 
or, a t  least, imrnediatcly benevolent in their 
aims, have exhibited a genermity not inferior 
to that shox-n by the more strictly scieace-
supporting 0:-gnnizations, I want to call atten- 
tion to such examples of good will as  shown by 
the Ya!e University Press in  its contribution 
of s i r  copies each of twenty-four first class 
soientilic books published by it, and by Double-
clay, Page nrld Company iri submitting a list 
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of their publications and requesting the coln- 
n~ittee to choose what books it desired. 

The only disappointment to the committee is 
that caused by the comparatively small number 
of private individuals so f a r  represented in the 
list of donors. A partial explanation of this 
is undoubtedly to be found in the fact that the 
appeal v a s  issued a t  just about the end of the 
academic year when many professors had left 
their laboratories for  their summer vacation. 

The committee wishes to express its thanks 
to all those o r g a ~ z a t i o n s  and persons who 
have responded to its call and to make known 
to these c ~ n t ~ i b u t o r sa n  expression, recently 
received by cable, of the great gratitude of the 
Moscorv representative committee of Russian 
scientists. 

It also wishes to repeat its appeal to indi- 
vidual scientific woi.kers fo r  contrilbutions of 
reprints to the number of six each, if pos-
sible, of their published papers since January 
1, 1915. The committee has a t  its disposal 
only a limited fund to cover the necessary 
clerical urorl<. It acks, therefore, that con-
tributors of literature cover the cost of its 
transportation to Sew york, from which point 
all cost of handling and shipment will be borne 
by the American Relief Administration. Con-
tributors should send, with each consignment, 
one copy of a list of the publications sent by 
them and five copies of this list (apart from 
the consignment) together with all letters con-
taining advices of shipments, express and 
shipping receipts to the American Relief Ad-
ministration, Russian Scientific Birl, 42 Broad-
way, New York City. The publications them- 
selves should be sent by parcels post or express, 
or if very heavy, by freight, to the American 
Relief Bdministration, care Gertzen and Com- 
pany, 70 R e s t  Street, New York City. Re-
quesls fo r  further information should be sent 
to the American Committee to Aid asla11Ra--' 

Scientists, 1701 hfaseachusetts Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

The answer to one such request for  informa- 
tion which has been received from numerous 
inquiries may be gisren here and now. The 
contributed material is not turned over to the 
Soviet government, nor is the distribution of 

'this material determined by the Soviet govern- 
ment. The distribution is effected under the 

general direction of the American Committee 
by the America11 Relief Administration work-
ing i n  cooperation with a special committee in  
&foacom of R ~ ~ s s i a nscientists representing 
varions Ruscian universities and scientific or-
ganizations. The extraordinary independence 
of the American Rielici Ailministration, e x t ~ a -  
ordinary in  the light of the existent circum- 
stances, as regards i!s activities i n  Russia, is 
perhaps not generally realized here in  Bmerica. 

TERNOXKELLOGG, 
Ckairntan 

L. 0. HOW-~RD 
DAVID WHITE 
RAPH.&EL ZON 

Arne~ican Committee to Aid Russiat~Scien-
tists with Scientific Literature 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
THE RECOVERY OF HELIUM 

SATISFACTORY operation on a, laboratory 
scale of fa simplified and inuch cheaper method 
of 1.ecowring helium is reported through the 
American Clieinicsl Society by H. Foste? Bain, 
director of the U.S. Euyeau of hfincs. I n  a 
test made within the last month a t  the oryo- 
genic laboratory in  the Interior Department 
building, helium was recovered from natural 
gas i n  one opei~ation in sufficient purity fo r  
use in  clirigibles or balloons. 

"This development," Bain said, "indi-&I:.. 
cates tila: very soon corntnercial production of 
hekium for  lighter-than-air craft is probably 
feasible." Not only will this work insure safe- 
ty from fire and explosions, but it  is almost 
certain to result i n  a n  entirely new type of 
airship dejign. The motor, fo r  instance, could 
be placed inside the envelope of a helium ship 
if necessary. 

The reseaych vork  leading up  to this aohieve- 
ment was directecl by the United States Helium 
Board, composed oil Lieutenant Commander 
I?. 11.Kraus, representing the Savy, Colonel 
R. F. Favel, representing the Brmy, and Dr. 
R. B,  hfoore chief chemist of the U.S. Eureau 
of Nines, H. S. Mnlliken, production engineer, 
alternate. The actual work of development was 
directed by a group of nlen known as the 
Board of Helium Engineers, wibh the follow- 
ing membership: &f. H. Roberts, F ~ a n k l i n  
RlaXway Supply Conlpany; R. C. Tolman, 01 


