
University. H e  v a s  made a Chevalier of the 
Legion of IIonor i n  1909. 

The New Yorlr Times reports that Secretary 
Hoover, commenting on the resignation of Dr. 
Stratton, said: 

The loss of Dr. Stratton as head of the Bureau 
of Standards is a real national loss. He has built 
up that service froni a bureau devoted to scientific 
deterini~lation of weights and measurements to a 
great physical laboratory coopcr3jting with Anier- 
ican industry and colninerce in the solution of 
many prnblems of enormous value in industry 
which the commercial laboratories of the country, 
from lack of equipilleat and personnel, have been 
unable to undertake. 

Wl~ile .the 11nssii~l~uscttsInstitute of Tech-
nology is to be tonglatulntcil on securi~ig Dr. 
Stratton, one can not overlook the fact that the 
desperately poor pay mhkh our government gives 
to great experts makes it  impossible for us to 
retain men capable of performing the great 
responsibilities which are placed upon them. 

The hTassachusdts Institute of Technology, an 
educational institution, finds 110 difficulty in pay- 
ing a man of Dr. Stratton's calibre three tiines 
the salary Ihe governniel~t is able to pay him. 

Dr. Stratton has repeatedly refused large offers 
before, but the inability of the scientific men in 
the governnient to properly support themselves 
and their families under the liv,ing conditions in 
Washington, and to make any prorision for old 
age, makes it  impossible for any responsible de- 
partinent head to secure such nlen for public 
service at  government salarics. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 
ON October 6 the new biological building of' 

3IcCill University, erected a t  a cost of over 
$500,000, was forn~al ly opened. The exercises 
x~~e1.epresided over by the principal, Sir  Arthur 
Currie. S i r .  Chades Sherrington, P.R.S., 
Waynfleet professor of physiology at  Oxforcl 
University, gave the opening address. He was 
followed by Dr. Harvey Cushing, of Harvard 
University. Lectures were also given by Dr. 
H. J. Hamburger, professor of physiology, 
University of Groningen, Netherlands, who 
spoke on""^ new for; of co~relation h i ~ v e e n  
organs," and by Dr. Jolin 3f. Coulter, pro-
fessor of botany of the 'CJniversity of Chicago, 
whose subject was "The botanical perspective." 

T r r ~  Fafaday Medal of the British Institu- 
tion of Electrical Engineers, the first award of 
~vhich was inade by the council in  the early 
pnrt of tho year to Mr. Oliver I-Ieaviside, mas 
personally presented to him by Mr. J. S. High- 
field, president of the institution, a t  Torcluay, 
on September 9. 

THE Cniversity of Leecls has conferred the 
honorary degree of doctor of science on Sir 
Charles Scott Sherrington, the Duo de Broglie, 
Paris ;  Dr. C, G. Joh. Petersen, direotor of the 
Danish Biological Station, Copenhagen, and 
Professor P. Weiss, director of the Physical 
Laboratory, University of Strasbourg. 

MR. GANO DCXK, president of the J. Cx. 
White Engineering Corporation of New York 
City, and second vice-chairman of the Xational 
Ecsearch Council, bas been appointed a dele-
gate frola the Research Council to the Pan-
Pacific Commercial Conference meeting in 
Honolulu from October 25 to November 7. 

DR. i\lA4nrrs H. FISCHER,professor of physi- 
ology i n  the 'C-niversity of Cincinnati, has been 
elected a foreign member of the Leopold-
inisch Carolinische Akademie of Halle, in the 
Division of Scientific Medicine. 

DR. OLIVER BOWLES, of the United States 
Bureau of Mines, has been admitted as a n  hon- 
oxtry member of the Institution of Quarry 
3Lanagers of Great Britain. 

AT a recent meeting of the Committee on 
Science and the Arts of the Franklin Institute, 
a n  award of the H o l ~ a r d  N.Potts Medal lvas 
granted to Dr. Charles Raymond Downs and 
X r .  John 310'15s llTei:s of Xew York "in con-
,ideration of their notable achievement i n  the 
scientific and colnmercial developnlent of the 
catalyiic vapor-phaae oxidation of benzene to 
~naleic acid and tlielr pioneer work in develop- 
ing a comlnercial process for  changing aromatic 
to aliphatic compounds." 

PROFESSORHGPPE,who was for  many years 
director of the Hygienic Institute in  Prague, 
celebrated, on Aug. 24, his seventieth birthday. 

d ~ I E Y R I C K E  a t  Jesus College, SCHOLARSHIP 
Oxford, open to graduates of the Cniversity of 
Wales and of St. Davids College, Lampeter, 
has been awarded to Leon Rubinstein, of Uni-
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versity College, Sberyqtmyth, v ~ i t l ~  view to The titles include: "Autro~ionlical tests of thea 
research in chemistry. relativity theory,'".'The Harvard Observatory 

DR. J. A, Dmr,r:ss~s, who has leave of ah-
scnce from the Unversity of Illinois, will spend 
the coming year a t  the TTristar I l~st i tute  of 
dna tomy and Biology, Philadelphia. 

DR. JOREPII SWAIN, former president of 
Swa'thmore College and of Indiana, Unit-er- 
sity, p re~ ious ly  profesbor of lnathematics and a 
contributor to biological science, ancl &frs. 
~ ? ~ ~ ~ i ~ ,a in japanand 

China. 

DR. ED~ITTND six week:: OTIS HOVEY spent 
during the p a s  summer in maBing a \vestern 
tour partly i n  behalf of the American Museum 
of N a t ~ ~ r a l  Ris  special object was to History. 
secure photographic ancl other cIata in  the 
Pike's Peak region, the region of San Francisco 
Bay, and at  Crater Lalie, fo r  use in  the con-
struction of relief moclels nt the mnseuni. 

DR. R. C. FARMERhas accepted the poaition 
of deputy director of exp1oGves research a t  the 
Bi8itish W a r  Office Research Departmnen!. 

T'F: learn from Nut?we that a con~miltee has 
been appointecl by the British secretary for  
mines to underta.ke research, under the general 
(Ii*rection of the safety in  mines 'esearcli b o a ~ d ,  
into the causes of, ancl the means of preventing, 
the ignition of firedamp and coal dust by the 
firing of explosives. The committee has been 
constitatcd as f o l l o ~ ~ s :611-F. L. Nathan, Mr. 
TV. Rintonl, DY.Ci. IZotter, 117. El. T\Talker, ancl 
Profen3or R. 5'. T17heeler. A grant has been 
niade ll~.the mine:s' welfare committee out of 
the m i n e d  welfare fnncl to meet the cost of 
initialing the re~ea~rch. 

TEE 1 T a ~ ~ a r dCollege Obselvatory is being 
opened from 7:30 P.N. to 9 P.M. on the fol- 
lowing [lakes: October. 13, October 28, Xovem- 
ber 13, November 28, December 12. A short 
illustraled talk IT-ill be prececled, when the 
vveatlier permits, by telescopic oblervations of 
celestial objects. Exhibits sllo~iring the work 
of the observatory mill be explained by mem-
hers of tile staff. A limitecl number of tickets 
of admission for  any one of tile open nights is 
suppliecl on application but must be obtained 
in advance. There is no charge f o r  admission. 

Station in Peru," "The large observatories of 
the nre-.t," ~ ~ o r l r :  the amateu~,"Scientific fo r  
astronomer." 

DR. WALTERB. CANFON, professor of physi- 
ology in the Harvard Medical School, gave a n  
addresa before the Richmond Academy of &fed- 
kine and Surgery, September 26. 

DR. RUDOLPH MATAS, head of the department 
of $ilrgei2y at  Tulaae University, New Orleans, 
recently sailed for  France where he attended 
the annual congress of French snygeons on 
Ootobe~2 and addressed the congress on "The 
mrgery of bloocl vessels." 

THE Yevv York Academy of Medicine has 
organized a celebration of the one hundredth 
ann5versary. of the birth of Louis Pasteur, 
which is to consist of a publio exhibition, i n  
the building of the academy, commencing on 
December 22} the anniversary date, and cul-
minating a t  the encl of a fortnight in a n  even- 
ing of pltblic addresses by, distinguisl~ed niem- 
bers of the medical profession. The exhibit,ion 
will consist of a collection of Pasteur memora- 
bilia, such as boolis, manusciipts, photographs, 
r.ngr.aviags, medals, stc., illustrating the life 
v;orlr of Pasteur. 

F. T. TROUTON, F.R.S., emeritus professor 

of physics in the University of London, died on 

September 21, a t  the a,ge of fifty-tright years. 


TTIE death is anno~unced of 31r. Louis Heath- 
cote Walte~*, who had been editor of Scie~zce 

.Abstracts since 1903. 

DR. J. K, A. WERTT~EIM -pro-S A L O ~ ~ O N S O N ,  
fessor of ne~~ro logy  and radiology a t  Ainste~*- 
dam University, died on September 16 at  the 
age of fifty-eight pears. 

THE spring meeting of the illnerican Chem- 
ical Society will be held a t  Sew Haven, Conn., 
from April 3 to 7, 1923, inclusive. 

THE General Hospital Society of Conneoti-
cut is resicluary legatee of the estate, believed 
to be conciderably in  excess of $1,000,000, of 
Xrs. Sarah L. after certain be- 
quests and life estates are taken from iit. Mr. 
1tTinchester established a tu'bereulosis annex to 
a hospital a t  New I I a ~ e n ,  rvllere the Tinchestor 
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Alms Company's plant i* located, and it  \'as to 
continue that work that funds were bequeathed 
to the General Hospital Society. 

THE annual meeting of the American Socieky 
of Tchthyologists and Herpetologists will be 
held in  the Field AIuseum, Chicago, on Friday, 
October 27, immedliately following the meeting 
of the American Ornirhologists' Union. 811 
persons irilerested in any llne of investigation 
relating to fishes, amphibians or reptiles are 
cordially invited to be present and take par l  
in the meeting. Those desiring to p r e ~ ~ e n t  
papers should comniunicnte with the committee 
on n~*i.anpement~, I<al-IP. Schmidt or dlfrecl C. 
\fTeetl, Fielil h111,eum of Katural History, 
Chicago. 

ACCORDING the Septembw issue of theto 
Decilnul Educator, the official organ of the 
Decimal Bssociation, as abstracted in  Nature, 
the metric system has been or is soon to be 
adopted in Greece, Poland, Haiti  and Japan,  
while the Rus.;ian government is rapidly intro- 
ducing i t  into its administrative departments. 
The British Chamber of Commerce in  the 
Argentine and the consul for Bolivia again 
warn R r i t i ~ h  exporters of the futility of 
quoting in pounds, shillings and pence for  
amounts specifled in imperial weights and 
measures. Mr. If7. A. Appleton, secretary of 
the General Federation of Trade Cnions, states 
that "these weights ancl measures of ours cheat 
the home buyer and arouse the suspicion of the 
foreigner," and asks how many buyers know 
the difference i n  weight of a peck of potatoes 
and a peck of peas. The Lancashire cotton 
market has ceased to quote cotton i n  sixty-
fourths of a penny and now gixres the price i n  
hundredths, but me still appear likely to fulfil 
the prediction of Angustus cle Morgan and 
'(adopt ithe metnic system when every other 
conntry has done so." Sir  Richard Gregory, 
president of the association, recommends in a n  
introductory article that the metric system 
should be made the sole legal system i n  all de- - " 

pnrtments of state, and the nation thus pre-
pared for  ills general introduction, which is 
bound to come in its lime, as it  is foolish to 
expect the world to aclopt the imperial as an 
international system. 

UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL, 
NOTES 

A TRCST agreement made hy RIrs. Lydia C. 
Chamberlain, formerly of Des Moines, Iowa, 
who livecl for many years in Sew york City, 
giving $419,000 to ~Columbia University fo r  
fellowships, has been upheld i n  the Supreme 
Court, but a n  attempt by Mrs. Chamberlain in 
her will to distribute the rest of her estate to 
Columbia also under the trust agreement, bas 
been set aside. Xrs. Chamberlain directs that 
the income from the gift be used to estabFish 
'(graduate" and "trax7eLingfl fellowships, to be 
restricted to men or women who were born in  
Iowa, graduated from Iowa institutions, and 
who return to live in  Iowa. The amount pay- 
able yearly is limited to $850. 

A CAMPAIGN is being conducted to raise 
$10,000,000 for  the University of Southern 
California, Los hngeles. Plans provicle for  a 
medioal school and teaching hospital which will 
cost, on completion, approriimatelg $3,500,000. 

THE Prudential Insurance Company of 
Ainerica has made a presentation of its entire 
sections on geological and geographical science 
to the library of JITellesley College. The col- 
lection includes over 3,000 volumes, publica-
tions and maps. 

DR. ELILER PIKEhas been appointed medical 
clirector of the rniversity of Vermont, to suc- 
ceed D:.. David Alarvin. 

DR. ARTHUR HOLIXES, recently president of 
Drake University, has been elected professor of 
psychology in the University of Pennsylvania, 
where he will have charge of the elfar are of 
Inen students. 

SIR. ALBERT J. \VAI,COTT, a graduate of the 
University of Xichigan, and for  the last three 
years carrying on research work in optical 
glass with the E a u s ~ h  & Lomb Optical Com-
pany, has been appointed lecturer in mineral- 
ogy at  Northwestern Universitx. 

RAYNOND formerly instructor in M. DEIVIIKG, 
mathematics at  the Case School of Applied 
Science, has been appointed pi.ofessor and 
heail of the mathematics department a t  Upper 
Iowa University, Fayette. 


