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a t  a point about 7,500 feet above sea level a t  
the base of Mt. Tinipanogos with an elevation 
of 12,000 feet. Courses were offered in botany 
and geology. 

THE Rockefeller Foundation, through Dr. 
Platt  TIT. Covington, state director of the Inter- 
national Health Baard of the Foundation, has 
agreed to donate the sun1 of $5,000 yearly fo r  
three years toward establishing a laboratory in 
San Beynardino County, California, fo r  re-
search aorli. A condition is made that the 
county provide a like sum for  the three-year 
period and furnish the laboratory and a n  ex-
perienced physician anif cheinist to be placed 
in cha'ge of the worli. San Bernardino is one 
of three counties in the state to receive the 
offer. The object of the proposal is to better 
health condi:ions and provide means for lorveT- 
ing the heavy death rate. 

iis edort is being made in England to raise 
6100,000 for  the construction of ar+ airship to 
Ay to the North Pole. (Captain Charles Fro- 
bisher, formerly a war pilot, is the leader. His  
idea is to start with a n  airship from London 
and fly by way of Christiana and North Cape 
and Bear Island to Spitzbergen, where the air- 
ship ~ w u l d  be overhauled for  the final TOO-
mile dash. His estimate is that it would not 
be necessary for  the ship to attain a speed of 
more thrn fifty miles an hour in  order to ]-each 
the goal, and that a crew of ten and supplies 
could be easily carried. Another advantage of 
the sirship over the airplane is the proposed 
installation of a powerfnl wireless i n  order to 
maintain coln~nunication with the outside world. 

DURIXGOctober the following public lec-
tures wiil be given at the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden : 

October 7-"A Garden Pilgrimage in Eng-
land ' : Mr. TvIontague Free, horticulturist, Brook-
lyn Botanic Garden. 

October 14-' 'The Origin of Cultivated 
Plants": Dr. Orlando E. White, curator of plant 
breeding, Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 

October 21-"Four Seasons in the Garden": 
Mr. Leonard Barron, editor of T h e  Garden Mag-
aeine, Garden City, L. I. 

October 28-"Health and Disease in Plants": 
Dr. Arthur Harmount Graves, curator of public 
instruction, Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 

ACCORDINGto a dispatch to the London 
Times, the opinion was expressed a t  the meet- 
ing of the Association of Tropical M'eclicine, 
which is holding its conference a t  Hamburg, 
attended by scientists from Holland, Java, 
Turkey, South America and Germany, that 
Germany has made a discovery of considerable 
importance. '(Beyes 205," the discovery of the 
Bayerische Farbwerke, is said to be a cure f o r  
sleeping sickness, both for  human beings and 
animals. This drug kills the microbe causing 
sleeping sickness in  man and animals without 
injuring the patient. The Bayerische Farb-
merke has supplied the Belgian colonial ininis- 
ter, on his request, with a quantity of "205" 
for research purposes to be used i n  the labora- 
tories a t  Leopoldss~ille in the Congo, and the 
Belgian technical schools fo r  tropical diseases. 
German scientists expect, owing to the latest 
development, that this discovery will point the 
way to a cure for malaria and also coast fever 
in  animals. 

A REPORT was presented to the French Acad- 
emy of Sciences on August 21 which gave the 
yesults of a n  examination by Professor Louis 
Boutan, of Bordeaux, of a "cultivated" pearl 
made by Mr. Rlili.imoto's method. Professor 
Boutan's conclusion is that the RIikimoto 
pearls are apparently identical with natural 
ones. &I.Boutan says that the apparatus, by 
means of which IIM. Galibourg and Rysiger 
disclose the artificial nucleus which iq to be 
found in the ordinary cultivated pearls, is of 
no use in distinguishing those of the Mikimoto 
variety, as these have no nucleus. ilI. Louis 
~oub' ln ,  who presented the report to the acad- 
emy, made the interesting point that as the 
"culture" process is applied to oysters which 
proch~ce pearls spontaneously, Mr. Mikimoto 
himself can never be sure that his "cultivatecl" 
pearl is not an ordinary natural one. Orie 
effect of the report would appear to be tha; 
the authenticity of "real" pearls now depends 
entirely on the word of the man who sells them. 

UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
NOTES 

THE wi'll of the late ~ r e d e r i c k  Bertnch be- 
queathes, to take effect on the death of Mrs. 
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Bertuch, $750,000 to public purposes. Among 
these bequests a re  $100,000 to Columbia Uni- 
versity fo r  poor students and $50,000 to 
Cooper Union. 

T H EJournal of ,the American Neclical Asso- 
ciation reports that the Medical School of the 
Cniversity of Boichester is making progress. 
A rejearch laboratory will be completer1 in  
about three months. S n  affiliation is being 
brought about between the city authorities and 
the university for  the bnilding of a municipal 
hospi'tal on or near the university campus, and, 
in accordance with the arrangements, the uni- 
versity medical school s7ill furnish the profes- 
sional training and nursing staffs, and the 
medical teaching will be carried on in the hos- 
pital. Walter R. Bloor, Ph.D., of the Univer- 
sity of California Medical School, has accepted 
the chair of biochemistry, and will begin his 
work this fall. Dr. George W. Corner, now a t  
Johns Hopkins Cniversity, is to be the pro-
fessoi* of anatomy. H e  will assume his duties 
a t  Rochester early in  1924. Dr. Xathaniel W. 
Faxon, now of the Massachuset,ts General Hos- 
pit,al, will assume the position of director of 
the Universi,ty Hospital on October 15. Th? 
school xi11 be ready to receive stndents in the 
fall of 1924 or 1925. 

DR.RICHARD&1. SMITH, instructor i n  pedia- 
trics, Medical School of Harvard University, 
has been appointed assistant professor of child 
hygiene in  the new school of public health. 

DR. CHARLES P. ALEXAXDER,of the I11,inois 
Natural History Survey, has been elected 
assistant professor of entomology a t  the Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural College, to fill the 
vacancy cansed by the resignation of Dr. W. S. 
Regan lait  antumn. 

DR. ALEX. MCTAGGART,formerly agricul-
turist, of the Department of Agriculture Mu- 
seum a t  Wellington, Ne~v Zealand, has been 
appointed assistant professor of agronomy at  
Macctonald College, Canada. H e  will be in 
charge of plant breeding u;ol.li, with special 
reference to grasses and clovers. 

DR. J. ITr. MCLEOD, leoturer in bacteriology 
a t  the University of Leeds, bas been appointed 
the first occupant of the Sir Eldward Brother- 
ton chair of baateriology in that university. 

DISCUSSION AND CORRESPOND-

ENCE 


THE ZODIACAL LIGHT 

THE most brilliant display of the zodiacal 

light that I have observed occurred on the 
night of April 8, 1922. My point of observa- 
tion was Poulan, TCTorth County, Georgia (lati- 
tude 31-30 north; longitude 83-45 west). The 
light covered more of the heavens than shown 
as a zone of zodiacal light in  any of the sev- 
eral hundred charts made of it  by a n  ob;. ~ e r v e r  
with Commodore Perry's expedition to Japan  
in 1863-1856, and printed in a huge tomed 
report by the United States government as a 
part  of the reports of that historic occurrence. 
One great volume of the Perry reports is given 
over entirely to the zodiacal light, forming the 
most massive single piece of literature upon 
the subject. I have observed the zodiacal 
light from the Straits of Nagellan to 46 north 
latitude without having seen such a display as 
the one here alluded to. I t  dulled the near full 
moon. There ljras not a cloud i n  the sky. I n  
the brilliant moonlight the zodiacal light made 
the spots in the heavens unilluminated by it 
looks like coal sacks, so great was the contrast. 
I have seen the aurora borealis above the Arctic 
circle and the aurora australis below the Ant- 
arctic line, and aelclom were these exhibitions 
more brilliant and ebective than the display 
that was neither on the night of April 8 last. 
It must be true that observers i n  southern 
latitudes are often confused by the zodiacal 
light and take it  for a n  auroral burst. The 
zodiacal light is usually most noticeable In 
the western sky. This one covered more than 
half the heavens irregularly. I t  continued 
from 9 P.X. until 3 A.M. with varying bril- 
liancy. Judge Roberts l?. Hud$on, of Sault 
Ste. Marie, Michigan, was my companion ob-
server on the night, of April 8. 

CHASE S. OSBORN 
SAULTSTE.MABIE,XICHIGBN 

THE MEALY-BUGCALLED PSEUDOCOCCUS 
BROMELIE, AND OTHER COCCIDS 

INmy recent review of 'CTTheeler on Tachi-
galia insects, I gave a footnote questioning the 
validity of the name Pseudococcus brornelia 
(Bouchk), as applied to the species of mealy- 
bug found on Tachigalia. This has brought 
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