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THE RECORD OF SCIENCE!

One learns by adversity—at least such is the
popular belief, although the press dispatches
from Europe during the past few months would
seem to give the lie to this old adage. It used
to be my fate to encounter at frequent intervals
a genial friend of great distinction in the field
of physies and astronomy, long engaged in
high administrative functions, an alumnus of
this university—altogether a man . of great
weight and substance, who endeavored each
time we met to overwhelm my cherished ambi-
tions by bringing forth with great gusto this
aphorism, “Bibliography is the platitude of
research!” So much did this phrase please
him that he paraded it on many oececasions, and
I confess I used to dodge around the corner
to avoid its rotund and sonorous condemna-
tion of my own ways and works. I hope to
show you that bibliography is the foundation
of research, and that however level and flat
that foundation may be, however dull may be
the task of laying it deep and strong, no last-
ing and lofty superstructure may safely be
reared, save on the secure footing of a knowl-
edge of previous work done by others, a knowl-
edge resting necessarily even in the field of
science on the much despised labor of the
bibliographer.

There is prevalent on every university
campus, I suppose, an impression—not among
students alone—that the various branches of
human knowledge are for practical purposes
divided into two groups, the laboratory sciences
and the book sciences. This is an extremely
convenient and easy grouping—and it has cer-
tain elements of truth in its facile cleavage of
the field of inquiry. But it is essentially inae-
curate in that it ignores a fundamental factor
common alike to research with the microscope

1 Address at the annual meeting of the Michi-
gan Chapter of Sigma Xi.




