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ment of deciduous fruits. The university 11a. 
furnished 20 acres of land together with irri- 
gation water free of charge, and on this plot 
thc 13ureau of Plant 1ntlustl.y of the Depart- 
meni of Agriculture, under the direction 0-1' 
W. $'. Wight, is planting trees designed to be 
a h:lris of extensive experiments in the breed- 
ing, selection and domesticaation of various 
fruits for the purpose of derelopinq varieties 
ha>-ing greater disease resislance and bettei 
adapted for cultivation than those noxl- grourn. 

Mr. Wight i b  in charge oC the horticultural 
ant1 pomological investigation? of the Ghieo 
Experiment Station and cooperating with him 
as i,epl.esentative of the university is I'rofessor 
Lel oy Abrami of the department of hotany of 
tlrr u~~iversity. 

'I'he Stanford campui wl~s selected fo r  an  ex- 
perimcnt station because the Saizla Clara 
Vnllev supports a groatel. variety of d:~cithlous 
friiits than any other place in tlie country, and 
al 8 1  Irecalcie Stanf0r.d wlll be the headqn:~rler~ 
Sol ilre moi.lc in fruit classification sfudiei for 
t h ~ ,pa; 1 of the country, and perhaps ultimately 
fo1. the Pacific Coast. The library facilities, as 
well a.: collections of the fruiti to be studied, 
are necessary for the wor'k. 

The work carried on at Stanford will be of 
local value to the Santa Clam Valley on ac-
c.oun! of the attention that will be paid to the 
apricot and prune, but will be of wider scope. 
If 4s planned to make a study of the varieties 
of pears of high quality and resistance to pear 
blight. I t  is hoped that the work mill be of 
value wherever decidl~ous fruits are grown in 
this country. 

I t  is planned to carry on exprl.imcnts th~,ougl~ 
a period of a t  least ten years mith the probabil- 
ity that they urill be continued indelinitely. By 
the agreenient between the government and t l ~ r  
university, all plant material in the experiment 
station will be available to the department of 
botany of (lie nniversitg for s t n d ~sncl invcsti- 
gation, provided snrh wodr does not interfere 
with the government's undertaking. 'Che dii-
tribution of the material will probably l-~e 
throagh state experiment statiorrs, nurseries and 
to individual growers where the latter are in a 
pos~tionlo grow a given variety on s coinmer -
cia1 basis. 

THE AMERICAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY 
THE one hundred and fifteenth regular meet- 

ing of the American Physical Society will be 
held in Washington, at the Bureau of Stand-
ards, on Friday ant1 Saturday, April ?I and 
22, 1022. The first session will begin a t  10 
o'clock on Friday morning. 

Tl~e  Association of Scientific Apparatus 
Makeys will hold meetings at the Bureau of 
Standards on the same days as will the Amer- 
ican Physical Society. Arrangement.; haw 
been made for a joint informal dinner on the 
evening of Friday, April 21. It is expected 
that addresses will be made by Dr. S. W. 
Stratton in behalf of the Bureau of Standards, 
by I'~*ofessor 11'. I<. Richtmyer, representing 
the Association of Apparatus Manufacturers, 
ancl by Professor R. A. Milliltan, representing 
the American Physical society. Rrrangementh 
are being made for nn exhibit of scientific ap- 
paratu, at the Bureau of Standards. 

The other meetings for the calendar year 
will be as follows : The Thankqgiving meeting, 
on Novemhev 25, 1922, mill be held a t  the 
University of Ghicago. The annual ~tleeting, 
beginning on December 26, will he held in 
Boston, in aililiation writ11 the American Asso- 
ciation for tlie Advancement of Science. 

The Paeifir Coast Section will hold a meeting 
at Salt Lake City, a t  the time of tlie meeting 
of the Pacific Division, A. A. A. S., on June 22, 
23 and 24, 1923. Corresponclence relating to 
this meeting should be addressed to the secre- 
tary of the Pacific Coast Section, Professor 
E. P. TJewii, University of California, Berkeley, 
California. 

DAYTONC. MILJ~ER, 
Secretary 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 
A CmLEurzArloN was held at Bryn Mawr Col- 

lege on April 11, in honor of _l'rofessor Char-
lotte Angus Scott, who has been head of the 
clep:~rtment of rnathernaticv since the college 
openecl in 1885. Professor Albert N. White-
head, of the University of London, came to 
America to make the principal address. Among 
those who planned to be present were: Pro-
fessors George David Birkoff, Harvard; Ernest 
W'illiam Bro~vn, Yale; Emilie Norton Martin, 
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Mt. Holyoke; Helen Abbot Merrill, Wellesley; 
Roland George Dwight Richardson, Brown; 
Oswald Veblen, Princeton; Henry Seely White, 
Vassar, and Ruth Goulding Wood, Smith. -

A TESTIMONIAL dinner in honor of Dr. 
George E. de Schweinitz, president-elect of the 
American Medical Association. was held in 
Philadelphia, on April 4, under the auspices 
of the Philadelphia County Medical Society. 
Dr. Hobart A. Hare was toastmaster, and the 
speakers were: Dr. Hubert Work, president of 
the association and postmaster general of the 
United states; Dr. William C. Braisted, presi- 
dent of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy; 
Dr. Ross V. Patterson, dean of the Jefferson 
Medical College, and Dr. John G. Clark, pro- 
fessor of gynecology in the Medical School of 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

PREBIDENT of Panama, on April 7,PORRAS, 

tendered a reception to Dr. Richard P. Strong, 
professor of tropical medicine at  Harvard 
University and director of the Gorgas Memo- 
rial Institute, recently founded there. Dr. 
Strong started on the following day on a tour 
of the interior. 

THE Royal Geographical Society will award 
its medals and grants as follows: The Found- 
er's Medal to Lieutenant Colonel C. K. How-
ard-Bury for his distinguished services in 
command of the Mount Everest Expedition of 
1921; The Patron's Medal to Mr. Ernest de K.  
Leffingwell for his surveys and investigations 
on the coast of northern Alaska; The Victoria 
Medal to Mr. J. F. Baddeley for his work on 
the Historical Geography of Central Asia; The 
Mzcrchison Grant to Mr. Charles Camsell for 
his explorations and surveys in northern Can- 
ada; The Back Grant to Khan Bahadur Sher 
Jang for his surveys on the Indian frontier; 
The Cwthbert Peek Grant to Mr. F. H. Melland 
for his explorations in northern Rhodesia; and 
The Gill Memorial to Mr. A. A. R. Boyce for 
his triangulations in the Sudan. 

WE learn from Natwre that the following 
were elected fellows of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh at  the meeting on March 6: Mr. 
C. L. Abernethy, Professor GF. Barger, Sir 
Dugald Clerk, Dr. F. A. E. Crew, Dr. W. 0. 

Greenwood, Mr. W. A. Guthrie, Professor R. K. 
Hannay, Professor E. Hindle, Dr. C. F. Juritz, 
Professor J. C. Meakins, Mr. M, Macgregor, 
Dr. Bijali Behari Sarkar, Professor H. W. 
Turnbull, Dr. J. Walker, Mr. J. Wilson, Mr. 
J. M. Wordie. 

DR. 0. STAPF, who has been keeper of the 
herbarium Bnd library at  the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, since 1908, has retired on reach- 
ing the age limit. He is succeeded as keeper 
by Mr. A. D. Cotton, formerly a n ~ m b e r  of 
the herbarium staff and lately m~co log i~ t  to 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

The Engineering and Mining Journal and 
Miwing and Scientific Press were consolidated 
on April 1, to form the Engineering and 
Mining Jozcrnal-Press, with Josiah Edward 
Spurr as editor. 

A NEW major subdivision has been created 
in the United States Geological Survey by 
raising the division of Alaskan mineral re-
sources to the status of a branch. The work 
will continue under the immediate direction of 
Colonel A. H.  Brooks, whose title under the 
rearrangement is chief Alaskan geologist. 

R. T. STULL, who for several years has been 
superintendent of the Columbus (Ohio) Ex-
periment Station of the Bureau of Mines, has 
been appointed assistant chief of the bureau's 
mineral technology division. I n  that position 
he will have technical supervision over the 
work in non-metallics and in ceramics, 

DURIN~: the absence of Director Frank 
Schlesinger, who is attending the meeting of 
the International Astronomical Union in Rome 
and will be absent until the latter part of May, 
Professor Ernest W. Brown is to serve as act- 
ing director of the Yale Observatory. Mr. Carl 
L. Stearns, assistant at  the observatory, with 
the rank of instructor, has been granted leave 
of absence for a year beginning July 1,1922. 

FOLLOWINGthe return of Dr. H. H. Rusby, 
the scientific men whb were members of the 
Mulford Expedition to South America, arrived 
in New York last week. They include' Dr. 
W. M. Mann, assistant entomologist of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture; Dr. Orlando 
E. White, assistant botanist of the Brooklyn 
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Botanical Garden, and Dr. Everett Pearson, of on April 6 before the Franklin Institute on 
the University of Indiana. "Physical chemistry and ceramics." On April 

ON April 4, Professor W. N. aobbs, of the 13 3 lecture on "The physics of the three-

University of Michigan, completed his lectures was given by Professor K. T. 

at the ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ l f ~l Compton, of Princeton University. On April ~ sighh schooliof ~ in ex-
19, Professor William D. Harkins lectured be- change with professorB ~ onnay~ 4, he~ ~ ~ ~ . 

will sail for the Windward Islands and the fore the institute on "The structure and build- 
ing '* west coast of South America, returning to Ann 

Arbor on September 1. 

THE National Research Council has appoint- 
ed a committee to investigate the properties of 
ainmonium nitrate. The personnel of the corn- 
mittee is as follows: C. E. Munroe, National 
Research Council, Chairman; S. P. Howell, 
r~epresenling the Bureau of Mines; R. C. Tol- 
man, representing the Department of Agricul- 
ture; C. G. Storm, representing the Ordnance 
Departm~nt, United States Army; C. P. 
Weistle, 1.epresenting the Bureau of Explosives 
of the American Railway Association; and 
C. A. Rigelow, repre.ienting the Institute of 
Mali-ers of Explosives. It is expected that the 
Navy Dcpartlnent will also be represented on 
this rornmittee. 

Trrx spring meeting of the American Elec- 
lroehemieal Society will be held in Baltimore, 
beginning on April 27. The morning will be 
devoted to a syrnposinm on electric cast iron 
in charge of A. P. IIinckley and Bradley 
Stonghlon. I n  the evening Professor R. W. 
\TToocl, of Johns Hopkins University, will 
.;peak on {lie subject of fluorescence. Acheson 
SLnith, the retiring presitleni, will deliver the 
presidential address. 

DR. NENIIRIK ANTON LORENTZ, of the Uni- 
versity of Leiden, ha:, given, in the Jefferson 
Physical Laboratory at Warvai-d University, 
ib~,t.tl lectures on mathematical physics. It 
will I)c rernemberetl that Dr. Lorentz has been 
lecturing a t  the California Institute of Tech-
nology, Pasadena, whose invitation to deliver a 
zpecial series of lectures was the occasion of 
his present visit to the United States. Before 
returning to the Netherlands on or about the 
first of May, he is visiting a numbel* of Amer- 
ican universities. 

DR. E. W. WASHBIJRN,of the department of 
ce~.amics of the University of Illinois, lectured 

Professor Charles R. Stockard, of the depart- 
ment of anatomy, Cornell University Medical 
College, delivered a lecture on heredity at the 
meeting of the Philadelphia Pediatric Sorietv, 
on March 14. 

I'ROFESSOJZ GOODE,J. P~L-I, of the University 
of Chicago, gave an address at the annual 
meeting of the Cleveland Chamber of Com-
merce on March 21 on the subject, "hmericm 
opporfunity in wol-Id trade." On illarch 22 he 
spoke a t  Georgetown University, Washington, 
on "America as a world power," and on March 
24 he lectured on "Pndustrial Japan" for the 
National Geographic Society a t  Washington. 

DII. CIIARLES W. F:I,IOT, 1,resident emeritus 
of I-Iarvard University, spolre on "Prevention 
of cliseasc through animal expe~imeiitation,~' at 
a public health confesence in Rosion, on Mareh 
29, under the auspices of the Massachusetts 
State Federation of Women's Clubs. 

TIIE Wakerian lecture of the Royal Society 
will be delivered on March 9 by Professor. T. R. 
Mertou and Mr. S. Ilarratt on "The spect~nm 
of hydrogen." 

DR. ~ I A R ~ I SGRAHAY, for thirty years pro- 
fessor of patl~ology and practice of medicine 
in the American University of Beirut, died in 
his sixtieth year on February 27, a t  Beirut, 
Syria. 

Sm PATRICKMAN SO^, distinguished for his 
work on malaria and tropical diseases, died 011 

April 8 a t  the age of seventy-six years. 

DR. S .  T. MERZ, author of l'he Eis tory  of 
E u r o p e a ~  Thought in the Nimetee~tth Ceqztury, 
died on March 21 at the age of eighty-two 
years. 

TIIE death, on March 24, a t  fifty-eight years 
of age, is announced of Professor W. R. Bot-
tomley, professor of botany a t  King's College, 
London, from 1893 to 1921. 
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THE John Macoun Memorial Committee of 
the Ottawa Field Naturalist's Club announces 
that, as the number of copies to be issued of 
the autobiography of the late Professor John 
Xacoun, naturalist to the Geological Survey 
of Canada, is limited, orders, with or without 
the subscription price of $3, should be sent in 
by May 15, addressed to Mr. Arthur Gibson, 
treasure^, John Macoun Memorial Committee, 

Birks Building, Ottawa, Canada. 

DR. GEZA HORVATH,director of the section 
of Zoology of the Hungarian National Museum 
in Budapest, writes that the price of the com- 
plete series of the Aaaates historico-maturates 
Nusei A~atioaalis Huagarici (Volumes I to 
XVIII)  has been reduced from $108 to $58. I t  
is the hope of the administration of the museum 
that, through the sale of sets of these import- 
ant Anaals, they will be able to add to the 
funds needed to pay the present exorbitant 
charges for the publication of current and 
future volumes. 

THE Royal Academy of Belgium announces 
that a triennial prize of 2,500 francs, to be 
known as the Prix Joseph Schepkens, for the 
best experimental work on plant genetics, has 
been established. 

THE German Congress of Surgery will be 
held at  Berlin, under the presidency of Pro-
fessor Hildebrand, from April 19 to April 22, 
when the followiilg subjects will be discussed: 
The experimental principles of wound injec-
tion, introduced by Professor Neufeld, of Ber- 
lin; general surgical infection, introduced by 
Professor Lesser, of Freiburg; operative trans- 
plantation of muscles, introduced by Professor 
Wullstein, of Essen, and the importance of 
histological examination of the blood, intro-
duced by Professor Stahl, of Berlin. 

UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
NOTES 

THE University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo., 
will erect a new chemistry building to cost 
$125,000. 

MISS KATE C. GARRICK, daughter of the late 
Sir James Francis Garrick, for ten years agent- 
general in London for Queensland, ha? by her 

will bequeathed E10,000 to the University of 
Queensland to found a James Francis Garrick 
professorship of either law or medicine, as may 
seem best to the university, in memory of her 
father. 

DR. EDWIN B. WILSON, professor of mathe- 
matical physics in charge of the department of 
physics at  the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology and a member of the administrative 
committee of the institute, has been appointed 
professor of vital statistics a t  Harvard Uni-
versity. He has also been appointed a mem-
ber of the administrative board of the School 
of Public Health, the other members being 
David L. Edsall, chairman, Milton J. Rosenau, 
Roger I. Lee and Cecil K. Drinker. 

THE following promotions to associate pro- 
fessorships have been made at  Yale University: 
Dr. Francis Kovarik and Horace Scudder 
Uhler, in physics; Herbert L. Seward, in me-. 
chanical engineering; Charles S. Farnham, in 
civil engineering, and Richard S. Kirby, in 
engineering drawing. Dr. Arthur J. Hill has 
been promoted to an associate professorship in 
organic chemistry, with assignment to the 
Sheffield Scientific School and the Graduate 
School. William L. Crum, Ph.D., has been ad- 
vanced to an assistant professorship in mathe- 
matics. English Bagby, Ph.D., in psychology, 
and Archer E. Knowlton, E.E., in electrical 
engineering, have been advanced to assistant 
professorships. 

DISCUSSION AND CORRESFQND- 
ENCE 

DEVONIAN PLANTS 

To the geologist, the invertebrate palean-

tologist, or the stratigapher who turns to the 
map of North America, the Devonian system 
i's one of a oompleteness and grandeur that 
must be satisfying in the extreme. The map- 
ping has proceeded through nearly a century, 
and the horizons have been divided on accu-
rate faunal data. To long lists of invertebrates 
are added remarkable fishes. 

To the paleobotanist on the contrary, the 
Devonian is at once alluring and forbidding. 
While the algae with a p a t  record go bmk to 


