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A NATIONAL POLICY FOR AGRI-
CULTURAL RESEARCH1 

THERE should be a well-defined national 
policy in reference to agricultural research be- 
cause such research relates to questions of fun- 
damental national importance and the value of 
such research to the whole nation has been 
proved; furthermore, agricultural problems af- 
fecting the national welfare are becoming more 
and more numerous and complex and research 
must be enlarged to enable us to cope with 
them. 

The policy should be to provide ample sup- 
port for the investigation of problems relating 
to the decrease of cost of producing farm pro- 
ducts and their more efficient distribution and 
marketing, the improvement of their quality, 
the conservation of soil fertility and the better- 
ment of rural life. 

The policy also should be to encourage oo-
operation of all public agencies engaged in 
agricultural research, and to provide for prop- 
er supervision,--enough of each to produce the 
highest possible efficiency and not so much as 
to hamper efficiency. 

Sound arguments in plenty can be given to 
support these statements. 

THE IMPORTANCE O F  AGRICULTURE AS A FUNDA-

MENTAL INDUSTRY 

About forty per cent. of the populatibn of 
our country is engaged 'in agriculture. There 
are nearly six and one-half million (6,448,366) 
farms, including nearly one billion (955,676,545) 
acres. Each farm is an independent unit, and 
the character of the homes on these farms 
has a profound influence on the character of 
our nation. 

The value of farm lands is estimated to be 
over sixty-six billion dollars ($66,334,309,556). 

lRead at the President's Conference on the 
Agricultural Bituation, Washington, D. C., Jan-
uary 26, 1922. 


