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tions received in this office has increased by leaps
and bounds. The number of applications for
patents has increased 34 per cent. during the period
under discussion, while the trade-mark applications
increased eighty-five and a half per cent. In July,
1919, when Commissioner Newton testified, there
were 18,000 patent applications awaiting action.
There are now about 50,000 applications awaiting
examination. It is further shown that a number of
divisions are over 11 months behind in their work,
and to illustrate the large turnover in the personnel
there is cited one of the chemical divisions where
five out of the nine examiners have been appointed
in the last few months. At the close of the fiscal
year, one of these had been in the office only 1
week, another 3 weeks, another 7 weeks and another
2 months. One out of every four examiners has
resigned in 16 months and more than half have re-
signed in 32 months, Relief is, therefore, impera-
tive,

Reference is made to the entrance salaries of the
assistant examiners, who are a highly educated and
picked corps of scientific men, who receive the same
initial salary as clerks who perform routine duties
in other branches of the government service. Note
is made of the inadequacy of the salaries paid to
these technical men as compared to their qualifica-
tions and the requirements of their position, show-
ing the necessity of correeting the disparity of con-
ditions,

The receipts of money for the fiscal year just
closed inereased from $2,615,297.33 of the previous
fiscal year to $2,712,119.69, or almost $100,000.
A net surplus of $284,342.93 was earned and if
the bonus be subtracted therefrom, the surplus
amounted to $71,743.73, making the total net sur-
plus to date—that is, the excess of receipts over
expenditures during the history of the Patent Office
—$8,376,769.92.

SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS PUBLISHED BY THE
GOVERNMENT

Practicarny all the technical and scientific
periodicals which the Government is issu-
ing have been suspended. These include the
Journal of Agricultural Research and the
Experiment Station Record, issued by the
Department of Agriculture. '

The matter goes back two years or more
to a time when Senator Smoot secured the
adoption of a resolution terminating the issue
within a specified period of all periodicals
not authorized by the Congress. Hearings
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were held and assurance was given that the
committee was not concerned with scientific
journals, but was particularly interested in
certain war-time periodicals which had
sprung up. The time for action was ex-
tended once or twice, and, as the committee

.had failed to decide what should and what

should not be printed, an item was inserted
in the Sundry Civil Bill last March, extend-
ing the time to December 1, 1921, and pro-
viding that such publications as were not
approved prior to that time should be dis-
continued.

Near the close of the last Congress, Sena-

‘tor Moses, the present chairman of the joint

committee on printing, secured the passage
of a measure in the Senate placing the
matter of continuance or discontinuance in
the hands of the joint committee on printing.
The resolution went to the House in the
closing days of the session, where it was
amended by the House committee to provide
for a further extension of time to March 1,
1922, in order that the committee might have
further time for consideration. No action
was taken on the resolution and the periodi-
cials in question ceased publication with De-
cember 1. The latest proposal is not to give
any further authorization for the continu-
ance of any of them. Discussion of the
matter will be found in the Congressional
Record for December 7.

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF ZOOLOGISTS

Tuae Toronto meeting of the American So-
ciety of Zoologists will convene on Wednesday,
December 28, in the biological building of the
University of Toronto. The sessions will con-
tinue until Friday night. The program of con-
tributed papers numbers 109, the largest in the
history of the society. The tentative program
follows:

‘WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28
AM.
Section A. Embryology, Cytology and Compara-
tive Anatomy.
Section B. Geneties,
P.M.
Geneties.
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Evening
Professor William Bateson’s address before the
American Association, followed by the Biological
Smoker at Hart House. Members of all biological
societies are invited to attend.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29

/
T AM.
Joint meeting with Ecological Society of
America.
P.M.

Section A. Parasitology.
Section B. General and Comparative Physiology.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30

AM.
Business sessiqn.
Section A, Parasitology.
Section B. Genetics.
Inspection of Exhibits,

P.M.

Symposium on Orthogenesis: L. J. Henderson, C.
B. Lipman, M. F. Guyer, William Bateson, and H.
¥'. Osborn, with discussions by Oscar Riddle, J. G.
Fitzgerald and J. C. Merriam.

' Evening

Annual Zoology Dinner, followed by address by
William Bateson, ‘¢ The Outlook in Geneties.”’
Members of all biological societies are invited to
attend.

W. C. ALLEE,
Secretary-Treasurer

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS

Dr. WiLLiam BatEeson, director of the John
Tnnes Horticultural Institute, who will be
present at the convocation week meeting at
Toronto as the guest of the American As-
sociation for the Advancement of Science
and the American Society of Zoologists, will
give a public address on “ The Evolutionary
Faith and Modern Doubt.” At the dinner
of the Zoologists he will speak on “The
Outlook in Genetics.”

TuE nomination of Dr. Walter B. Cannon,
Harvard Medical School, to serve in the
Medical Reserve Corps of the U. S. Army,
with the rank of brigadier general, has been
confirmed by the Congress.
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Henry Howarp was elected president of
the American Institute of Chemical Engi-
neers at the convention held in Baltimore
recently.

" YaxperL HEeNDERsoN, professor of applied
physiology, graduate school, Yale University,
has been elected a corresponding member of
the Society of Physicians of Vienna.

Sik Frank DysoN, astronomer royal, has
beén elected master of the Clockmakers’
Company.

AT the inaugural meeting of the 168th
session of the Royal Society of Arts held on
November 2, the society’s medal was pre-

- sented to Sir Dugald Clerk, Sir Herbert

Jackson, Sir Daniel Hall and Sir Oliver
Lodge, for their Trueman Wood lectures.
Medals were also presented to Mr. A. F.
Baillie, Dr. W. Cramp, Mr. W. Raitt and
Sir Charles H. Bedford for papers of chemi-
cal interest.

Ar the meeting of the Chemical, Metal-
lurgical and Mining Society of South Africa,
held on October 15, the following gold medals
were presented under the terms of the society’s
research endowment fund. For chemical re-
search to Dr. James Moir; for metallurgical
research to Dr. William Arthur Caldecott
and Henry A. White; for mining research
to John Innes.

Dr. R. W. WoopwarD has resigned as phys-
icist and chief of the section of mechanical
metallurgy of the Bureau of Standards, Wash-
ington, D. C., to become chief metallurgist for
the Whitney Manufacturing Company, Hart-
ford, Conn.

Proressor Henry H. JerrcorT has recently
been appointed successor to Dr. J. H. T. Tuds-
bery as secretary of the Institute of Civil Engi-
neers, London.

Proressor H. Dowp, of the Institute for Ex-
perimental Therapy in Frankfurt-on-Main, has
been appointed to the charge of the sero-diag-
nostic department of the Emil von Behring
Institute, under the supervision of Professor
Uhlenhuth.

Dr. F. E. KnocH, superintendent of the
United Oil Company, Florence, Colorado, and




