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DR. K. G. president theMATI-IESON, of 
Georgia School of Technology, announces that 
the sum of $1,222,857 has been contributed 
toward the fund of $5,000,000 which the insti- 
tution has undertaken to raise for permanent 
buildings and equipment. 

DR. WADE H. FROST,former surgeon in the 
United States Public Health Service, has been 
appointed head of the department of epidemi- 
ology and public health administration in the 
School of Hygiene and Public Health of the 
Johns Hopkins University. 

mont. John R. Du Priest, professor of steam 
and gas engineering and design in the Rens- 
selaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, N. Y., has 
been appointed assistant professor of mechan- 
ical engineering. 

DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE 
A DEFENSE O F  PROFESSOR NEWCOMB'S 

LOGIC 

TO THE EDITOROF SCIENCE: TO those ac- 
quainted with Professor Simon Newcomlj's 
mental habits and with Professor Cornstock's 
usual preciseness of language, the latter's 
criticism of Newcomb's statement concerning 
ultra-mundane life is puzzling (SCIENCE, July 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL CI-IAMBLISS,HARDEE 
since 1919 cornmanding officer of the U. S. 
nitrate plant a t  Sheffield, Ala., has been ap- 
pointed to take charge of the work of the de- 
partment of chemistry at  the Catholic Uni- 
versity owing to the prolonged illness of the 
Reverend Dr. John J. Griffin, who has been 
in charge of the department since its opening 
in 1895. 

DR. ROBERT H.  LOWIE is leaving the Ameri- 
can Museum of Natural History, where he has 
been associate curator in the department of 
anthropology, to accept the position of associ- 
ate professor of anthropology at the University 
of California. 

DR. BERTRAM G. SMITH, of the Michigan 
State Normal College, has been appointed as- 
sociate professor of anatomy, in charge of em- 
bryology and histology, in the New York 
University and Bellevue I-Iospital Medical 
College. 

DR. CHESTER for seven years A. MATHEWSON, 
head of the department of science in the Nax- 
well Training School for Teachers, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., has been appointed head of the depart- 
ment of biology in the School of Education 
a t  Cleveland, Ohio. 

INthe Oregon Agricultural College, H. H. 
Gibson, professor of vocational agriculture in 
the University of Arizona, has accepted the 
headship of the department of agricultural ed- 
ucation. He  was formerly director of agri-
cultural education in the University of Ver- 

8, 1921). After several readings I venture the 
opinion that he appears to impugn the logic 
which he seems to think Newcomb might have 
used in coming to the conclusion that "to 
suppose)' countless worlds are inhabited " is 
perfectly reasonable!' I s  there a chance that 
Professor Comstock may be the victim of his 
own false premise, contained in the sentence 
with which he starts upon this phase of the 
subject : "As to the numerous worlds alleged 
(sic) to be the abode of life, Newcomb in 
his essay . . . " says so and so. If we may 
trust the dictionaries, lo allege is to make a 
positive assertion, or a statement which the 
alleger is  under obligations to prove; whereas 
to suppose is to "conceive a state of things 
. . . ,but not free from doubt " (Century Dic-
tionary). So far as my search has gone, New- 
comb has not a t  any time alleged or asserted 
the existence of animal life in other worlds; 
he has merely supposed, and said that such 
supposition (( is perfectly reasonable." A 
reading of his admirable essay on the subject 
("Life in the universe," in " Side-Lights on 
Astronomy," 1906) should, in my opinion, con- 
vince of the reasonableness. 

MOUNTI~AMILTON,CALIFORNIA, 

July 16, 1921 


BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF DESTRUCTIVE 

INSECTS 

To THE EDITOROF SCIENCE: Control of de- 
structive insects by the introduction of their 
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natural enemies has become an important 
technique during the last generation. But if 
competent observers are to be trusted, the 
southern Arabs employed the same method 
more than 150 years ago, in the culture of the 
date-palm. 

I n  his "Relation d'un Voyage dam 
l'Yemenn (Paris, 1880, p. 155), P:E. Rotta 
says : 

J[ was able to verify the singlar fact previously 
observed by Forskgi, that the date-palms in 
Yemen are attacked iby a species of ant which 
would muse them to peri~h, if each year the 
growers did not bring from the mounfains and 
fasten in the tops of the pahe branches of a tree 
that I Slid not recognize, which eontain the nests 
of another species of ant which destroys that of 
the date-pah. 

P. ForsItGl was the naturalist of C. Nie-
buhr's expedition; his work was published 
posthumously in 1775. I have not seen his ac- 
count to which Botta refers. 

I t  would be interesting to know whether 
the history of economic entomology furnishes 
any earlier record of the " biological method " 
of pest control. 

Mrs. Doe, who owns the book-case, is certain 
that the board in which the grub fed and 
grew from egg to a matured larva is no less 
than forty years old, as the book-case has been 
in tlie possession of the Does for a t  least that 
many years. 

Just how and why this creature should have 
spent so many years in this humdrum life 
between the narrow walls of a thoroughly 
seasoned birch board only five eigl~ths of an 
inch thick, and never once coming out for 
air or water seems remarlcable indeed. 

Mr. J. McNeil, writing in the American 
Nnturalist,l tells of two longicorns of this 
same species emerging from an ash door-sill 
that had been in place nineteen years. In  
that case the relation of the tunnels to the 
solid brick wall on which the door-sill rested 
seems to have made i t  certain that the egg8 
were laid in the wood before the house was 
built. This case seems to outstrip any known 
insect record in point of longevity. 

H. E. JAQTJES 

PAULPOPENOE 
THERMAL,CALIF., 


April 24, 1921 


' A LONGLIVED WOODBORER 

FROM its burrow ip the top piece of an old 
birch book-case at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, a soft 
white wood-boring grub was shaken recently, 
when the owner discovered the newly made 
opening and conical pile of wood chewings 
that had been thrust out. There is nothing 
unusual about Emding grubs in wood, but thia 
particular wood-boring larva has a strange 
history. 

The matured larva was given to the writer 
and placed in a box to complete its develop- 
ment. I t  pupated in about two weeks and in 
a few days the adult beetle emerged. It was 
Ehuria quadrigaminate Say, a longicorn com- 
monly known as the honey-locust borer, and is 
recorded as developing in hickory, ash and 
honey locust. 

1OT17A WESLEY~NCOLT~EOE, 

MT. I'LE~~SANT,
IOWA 

. ------- --

QUOTATIONS 
T I I E  COST OF PRINTING SCIENTIFIC WORKS 

I N  ENGLAND 

O~~I~ICERSof learned societies and lihra-
rians have made public a memorandum 
planned to impress orr the printing and pub-
lishing firms of the IJnited Kingdom the 
danger which they are incurring by enforcing 
the recent enormous increase in the price of 
books, more especially books of the more se-
rious and specialized sort. 'i'lleg say: 

I t  is not ouly to the public detriment, but clearly 
also to the detriment of the printing and pub-
lishing trades, that learned societies should be 
forced to cut down or suspend altogether their 
output of proceedings and monographs, and that 
libraries should have to reduee to a minimum the 
number of books which they purchase. I t  is ob-
vious that if books are bought in ever-decreasing 
numbers, publishers will find it u~eless to print 
anything, however valuable, which does not ap-
peal to  the unlearned public. And if societies are 

1 Vol. XX., p. 1055. 


