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THE DUTY OF 'SCIENTIFIC MEN IN
CONSERVATION 1

THE conservation movement of a few years
ago crystallized and brought to public at-
tention a great principle, one so far reaching
that its real significance and scope are even
to-day not gemerally grasped. Regardless of
how the term may be defined, the problem of
cconservation involves the whole question of the
relation of our natural résources to the eco-
nomic life and upbuilding of the country.
We have to do not merely with the prevention
of waste and economical use of our resources,
but also with the problem of how these re-
sources may render their highest service in
building up local communities, maintaining
our industries, and contributing to a strong
civilization. ;

We can point to considerable progress in
certain features of conservation during the
past decade.. Scientific men have conducted
research of great value that already is result-
ing in new uses of various raw materials, in
more economical methods of handling them,
and in improved methods of perpetuating
those resources which are renewable; engi-
neers are giving more attention than formerly
to the problem of preventing unnecessary
losses in the exploitation of raw resources;
the more far-sighted leaders of industry have
an increasing appreciation of the relation of
natural resources to the permanence of their
own enterprises. And yet, the conservation
principle is making slow Readway, when
viewed from the larger aspects of the economic
needs of the country. The loss through un-
necessary waste is still appalling, uneconomie
methods in the use and development of various

1 This paper was plfeéented at a joint meeting
on April 9, of three Committees on Conservation,
representing the National Academy of Sciences, the
National Research Coumecil, and the American As-
sociation for the Advancement of Science,




