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T h e  oceanographic committee will remain i n  
existence with a watching a n d  organizing brief 
ready to revive the  project whenever a favor- 
able opportunity arises, and  the  council will 
doubtless report upon the whole matter t o  the 
meeting of the  general committee of t h e  asso- 
ciation a t  Edinburgh next  September. It is 
hoped t h a t  the  proposed expedition is post-
poned only for  a season, and  tha t  the  interval 
may be usefully employed i n  perfecting plans 
and  making other essential preparations. 

T H E  NOLAN PATENT OFFICE BILL 

THEAmerican Engineering Council of the  
Federated American Engineering Societies 
will seek a t  the  opening of the  special session 
of Congress to have the Nolan Pa ten t  Office 
Bill passed. 

Fai lure of t h e  measure i n  the  last  session 
is attributed to the  presence of t h e  Federal 
Trade Commission section which Edwin J. 
Prindle, of New York, chairman of t h e  Amer- 
ican Engineering Council's Pa ten ts  Com-
mittee in a report to L. W. Wallace, executive 
secretary of the  council, asserts should n o t  be 
enacted into law i n  any  form even a s  a sepa-
ra te  bill. T h e  committee reports: 

The bill for the impevatively necessary relief of 
the Patent Office, after passing the House of lky-  
resenbatives with sstisf~aetory provisions for the 
Patent Office, failed to pass the Senate at  the 
session just cltosed wilth those same provisions, 
solely because of the presence in it  of an unre-
lated section k n w n  as the Federal Trsae Com- 
mission Seobion. 

The former opposition in the Seniate to the Pat- 
ent Office relief and that which forced the unac-
cepbable reductions in salaries and numbers of ex-
aminers and clerks (which ithe Conference Com- 
mittee was persuaded to set aside) is largely and 
seemingly almost itholiy overcome. But the oppo- 
sition in the Seniate to the Federal Trade Section 
is determined and has expressed an intention to 
prevent the Ratent Office from getting the desired 
relief unless Qhe Federal Trade Section is ramoved 
from bhe bill. 

Mfore than preventing the Patent Office relief, 
however, the Federal Trade Section is believed to 
be a dangerous measure in itself. Lt provides that 
the Federal Trade Commission may receive as-
signments ef land administer inventions ttnd pat- 

ents from governmental employees and i s  an enter- 
ing wedge for ful"ther legisbtion 40 emlpower the 
Trade Oommission to receive patents from non-
governmental inventors or owners. 

An exclusive license would have 'to be granted, 
a t  least fcor a few years, to  induce any one to 
undentake the almos$ always necessary develop-
ment expense, and the Trade Commislsion would 
su,rdy be char,* with favoritism in granting 
such a license. I n  ovder to  protect its licensees, 
the Trade (;ommi&on would have to sue infringe~s, 
a most unfortunate activity far  the government. 
The industries w~ould close their doors to the gov- 
ernment employees .fearing 'to disolose to them 
their secrets or unpatented invenrtions, land m a m h  
by the industries would be discouraged for fear 
that government employees, using government fa- 
cilimties, might reaeh the result, fimt and patent imt. 

T H E  AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

THE American Philosophical Society will 
hold i t s  general. meeting i n  t h e  hall of the 
society on  Independence Square on  April 21, 
22 and  23. T h e  program includes the  follow- 
Ing discussions : 

The Application of tiho Method of bhe Interfer- 
ometer ho certain Astron'omical Researches: 

To mtrophyhyi@al problems : HENRYNORRIS RuS- 
SELL, Ph.D., professor of astronomy, Prince- 
ton University. 

To Qhe measurement of double stars: FRANK 
SCBLESTNGER,Ph.D., director, Yale University 
Observatory. 

To the determinatian of stellar parallaxes: 
JOIINA. MILLER, Ph.D., director, Sproul Ob- 
servatory, Swarthmore, Pa. 

Attomic structure: 
DAVID WEBSTER, prOfe8sor of physics, Leland 

fitanford Universiky. 
WILLIAM DUANE, diiredor of radium institute, 

Hlarvard Medical School, Boston. 
BERGEN DAVIS, profwsor of physics, Columbia 

Universiky. 

On Friday evening there will be a reception 
in the  hall of the I-Iistorical Societp of Penn- 
sylvania, when Dr. James H. Breasted, pro- 
fessor of Egyptology and  Oriental history, 
University of Chicago, will speak on  " Follow-
i n g  the  t rai l  of our earliest ancestors" illus-
trated by lantern slides. 

Award 117ill be ~ n a d e  of the  society's Henry  
M. Phillips Prize of two thousand dollars for  
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the best essay on, "The control of the foreign 
relations of the United States: the relative 
rights, duties and responsibilities of the Pres- 
ident, the Senate and the House, and 9f the 
judiciary, in theory and practise," and pres- 
entation of John Scott Medals "For Useful 
Inventions," by Owen Roberts, Esq., on be-
half of the Board of City Trusts of Phila-
delphia. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

TIIE National Institute of Social Sciences 
has awarded its gold medal to Mme. Curie. 

MR. HERBERT C. IIOOVERhas been elected a 
trustee of the Carnegie Institution of Wash- 
ington. 

PROFESSOR has been elected A. S. EDDINGTON 
president of the Royal Astronomical Society 
in succession to Professor A. Fowler. 

MR. C. TATE REUAN has been appointed 
keeper of zoology at the British Natural His- 
tory Museum, South Kensington. 

DR. JOHAN of Nor-HJORT, director the 
wegian Fisheries, has received the degree of 
doctor of science from the University of Cam- 
bridge. 

WE learn from Nature that the following 
were elected fellows of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh at the ordinary meeting on March 
7: Dr. Nelson Annandale, a.JT.Arthur, 
Nr. B. B. Baker, Dr. Archibald Barr, Mr. J. 
Bartholomew, Mr. A. Bruce, Mr. Andrew 
Campbell, Dr. Rasik La1 Datta, Dr. John 
Dougall, Dr. C. V. Drysdale, Mr. G. T. For- 
rest, Dr. W. Gibson, Dr. J. W. IT. Harrison, 
Mr. J. A. G. Lamb, the Rev. A. E. Laurie, 
Mr. Neil M'Arthur; Mr. D. B. MLQuistan, 
Dr. T. M. MacRobert, Dr. J. M'Whan, Mr. 
J. Mathieson, Sir G. H. Pollard, Professor 
E. B. Ross, the Right Hon. J. P. Smith, 
Professor N. K. Smith, and Dr. I. S. Stswart. 

AT the Chicago meeting of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, 
the council established a committee on con-
servation to cooperate with similar committees 
of other organizations. This new committee 
on conservation has now been appointed, its 

personnel being as follows: J. C. Merriam, 
chairman, Carncgia Institution of Washing-
ton, Washington, D. C.; Isaiah Bowman, 
American Geographical Society, New Pork 
City; H. S. Graves, 1731 H Street, N.W., 
Washington, D. C.; Barrington Moore, 925 
Park Avenue, New York City; V. E. Shel-
ford, University of Illinois, Urbana, Ill. 

DK. HAVEN EMERSON, formerly commis-
sioner of health of New York City, has been 
appointed medical adviser and assistant direc- 
tor of the Bureau of War Risk Insurance. 

DR. P. G. NUTTING, organizer and for the 
past four years director of the scientific re- 
search of the Westinghouse Electric Com-
pany, will not be with that company after 
May 1. Dr. Nutting was for ten years with 
the Bureau of Standards, leaving in 1919 to, 
assist Dr. Mees in the organization and de- 
velopment of the research work of the East- 
man Kodak Company. 

DR. L. A. M~KESKAhas resigned from the 
Color Laboratory of the Bureau of Chemistry, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, to join the 
staff of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical 
Research, New York City. 

DR. HENRYE. CRAMPTON, of Barnard COI- 
lege and the American Museum of Natural 
History, has returned from a nine months' 
trip to the tropics and the islands in the 
Pacific. 

JOHNW. GILMORE,professor of agronomy 
at the University of California, has been ap- 
pointed exchange professor from the United 
States to the University of Chile for the 
academic year 1921-1922. 

DR. LAFAYETTE B. MENDEL, professor of 
physiological chemistry, Yale University, 
spoke before 500 members of the Chicago 
Section of the American Chemical Society on 
Friday, March 18. Preceding the talk, a din- 
ner in honor of Dr. Mendel was served at the 
Quadrangle Club, University of Chicago. 

ON March 12, the Mayo Foundation, 
Rochester, Minn., was addressed by Dr. James 
Ewing, President George E. Vincent and Dr. 
Charles Choyce. 


