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WE learn from Nature that the British Air 
Ministry announces that the cabinet has ap- 
proved, subject to parlilamentary sanction, the 
grant of a sum for the direct assistance of civil 
aviation. During the financial yeaT 1921-22 
payments under this grant will 'be limited to a 
maximum sum of £60,000, and will be made 
to British companies operating on approved 
aerial routes. The mutes at present approved 
are London to Paris, London to Brussels, and 
London to Amsterdam. Extensions to these 
routes and addi~tional routes, such as England- 
Scandinavia, on which the possibilities of a 
service employing flying boats or amphibian 
machines or a mixed service of sea and land 
[aircraft can be demonstrated, may be approved. 

UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENThas been mad,e art Brown 
University of ;the completion of the Nathaniel 
French Davis Fund in honor of Professor 
Datis, now ,emeritus, who was for forty-one 
years a teacher of mathrematics in the univer- 
si,ts. The fund amounts to ten rthousand dol- 
'ans and the income is to supplement ;the reg- 
ular library appropriation's in purchasing 
m~thematical 'books and periodicals for the 
mathematical seminary. 

, DR..VICTOR VAUOHAN,C. for thirty years 
dean of the University of Michigan Medical 
School, has resigned. Dr. Vaughan has been 
profcsmr of hygiene and physiological chm-  
istry since 1884. 

, AT Colgate Univensity, Associate Professor 
A. W. Smith has ibeen made full professor and 
head of the department of mathema'tics as 
suocessurr to Professor J. M. Taylor. Pro-
fessor T. It. Aude, of the Carnegie Institute 
of Technology, has been appointed associate 
professor of mathematics. 

, DR. SOLON MARXWHITE,Minneapolis, pro- 
fessor of medicine s t  the Universi.ty of Min- 
nesota, has been appointed chi,ef of the de- 
partment of medicine to succeed Dr. Leonard 
G. Itownkree, now associated with the Mayo 
Clinic. 

DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE 

ON T H E  OCCURRENCE OF AEDES SOLLICITANS 


I N  FRESH WATER POLLUTED BY ACID 

WASTE 


ITis believed to be of interest to students 
of mosquitoes to report the occurrence of 
Ai;des sollicitans, a salt marsh mosquito, in 
fresh water polluted by acid waste from a 
"guano factory." During October, 1920, while 
making investigations concerning fishes in 
relation to mosquito control at  Savannah, 
Georgia, in cooperation with the U. S. Public 
Health Service and the city of Savannah, the 
writer found mosquito larvae in ditches which 
were so strongly palluted that all other animal 
life appeared to be extinct. The lal-vae were 
collected from time $0 time and reared to 
the adult stage. Dr. Bassett, bacteriologist 
for the city of Savannah, identified the species 
as Ai;des sollicitms and this determination 
later was verified by Dr. Dyar, of the U. S. 
Bureau of Entomology. 

The acid content of the water in the ditches 
where the pollution was greatest, was not 
determined but a water sample taken down- 
stream where the poIlution had become greatly 
diluted &nd where AGdes sollicitans was re- 
placed-by Anopheles crucians and Culex sp. 
was titrated by Dr. Bassett and found to con- 
tain 2.08 per cent. of free acid and a large 
amount of iron. It is quite probable that the 
water in portions of the ditches in which the 
larvae of AGdes sollieilans were common had 
an acid content of fully 3 per cent. 

The lam= occurred most frequently along 
the edges of the ditches among decaying vege- 
tation and they displayed a stronger resistance 
to the toxicity of oil than CuZex and Anopheles 
larvae occurring in the more weakly polluted 
portions of the same ditches. 

SAMUELF. HILDEBRAND 
U. 5.BUREAUor FISHERIES, 

WASHINGTON,D. C. 

T H E  HISTORY OF SCIENCE AND T H E  AMERI- 

CAN ASSOCIATION FOR T H E  ADVANCE- 


MENT OF SCIENCE 

THEapplication made to the council of the 

American Association for the Advancement of 
Science for the organization of a new Section 
to be devoted to the History of Science was de- 



SCIENCE [N. S. VOL. LIII. NO. 1364 

n i d  by the council (Odo'ber 17, 1920), but 
permission was granted for those interested in 
the History of Science to enter Section L on 
"Historical and Philological Sciences," a Sec- 
tion which had never been organizad and ex-
isted only in name. 

The special committee appointed by the 
president of the association for the organiza- 
tion of a History of Science Section, recom- 
mended, on December 16, 1920, that the words 
"and philological " be dropped. This recom- 
mendation was likewise rejected by the council. 
It is clear, therefore, (1) that tlie council does 
not deem i t  wise to admit a separate section on 
the History of Science and (2) that the organi- 
zation effected in Chicago on December 29, 
1920, will not meet tho needs of the increasing 
number of men interested in the History of 
Science, since, at any time, those representing 
"Philological Sciences " and the "Historical 
Sciences" (whatever that term may mean), 
may step in and give rise to a heterogeneous, 
incoherent group of workers, having no inter- 
ests in common. If representatives of the 
"Philological Sciences " and "Historical Sci- 
ences" do not appear, then Section L eonsti-
tutes in reality the very kind of orgaaization 
whioh the council decreed should not be ad- 
mitted as a Section. 

I n  the judgment of the present writer, the 
dignified and logical procedure for those inter- 
ested in the I-Iistory of Science is, therefore, to 
withdraw altogether from organized historical 
work in connection with the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science until 
such time when the council and general session 
will be ready to welcome them into the associa- 
tion as a separate Section. 

FLORIANCAJORI 
UNWERSITYOF CALIFORNIA 

CONCERNING "AERIAL PHOTO- 

HYDROGRAPHY " 


INan article1 describing attempts to photo-
graph " the small coral heads and pinnacle 
rocks" off the coast of Florida, E. Lester 
Jones of the 'ITnited States Coast and Geo-
detic Survey concludes that: 

1 SCIENCE,December 17, 1920. 

These experiment5 proved very eonelusively that 
photographs from the air, using present-day equip- 
ment, ,are of little practical value Qo the hydro- 
grapher (p. 575). 

Those interested in the study of underwater 
features may be interested in the opposite 
view published in Comp-tes Remdus.2 Objects 
in French water were photographed to a 
maximum depth of 17 m. and several points 
of rock were revealed by the photographs 
which had escaped detection by other methods. 
(" Plusieurs tdtes de roche qui avaient &hap$ 
aux lev6s d6taillks et trBs exacts de ces parages 
ont 6th ainsi 1.6~61iies par la photographie.") 
Specific instance3 are given where points of 
rock dangerous to shipping, not indicated on 
the hydrographic charts, were discovered by 
means of the photographs. 

Perhaps the statement that photographs 
taken from the air are of little practical value 
is more conclusive than was intended. 

WILLIST. LEE 
U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

SOIL COLOR STANDARDS 

INorder that there may be uniformity in 
the designation of the color of soils i t  is pro- 
posed that a set of color standards be pre- 
pared in which those colors which occur in 
soils and subsoils may be represented. Such 
a set of standard colors would be of great 
value to soil survey workers and would cer-
tainly lead to a better understanding of the 
descriptions of soils from the various regions 
of the United States and of the earth as a 
whole. 

I n  order that such a set of color standards 
might be published representative soils from 
all parts of the TJnited States would need to 
be examined. No doubt the Bureau of Boils 
of the United States Department of Agricd- 
ture could lead in the work and by consulta- 
tion with various State Soil Surveys and with 
the Soil Surveys of other nations standardize 
tlie colors and publish reproductions of them 
as Robert Ridgway did in his <' Color Stand- 
ard and Color Nomenclature " (published by 

2 Tome: 169, 27 October, 1919. 


