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Caze prize to Robert de Forerand, for his work in
inorganic chemistry,

Mineralogy and Geology—The Fontannes prize
to Olivier Couffon, for his work entitled ‘‘Le Cal-
lovien du Chalet (Commune de Montreuil-Bellay) ’’;
the Joseph Labbé prize to Albert Bordeaux, for his
applications of geology to the solution of mining
problems. The Victor Raulin prize is postponed
until 1921,

Botany.—The Desmazieres prize to André Mau-
blane, for his work in mycology and plant diseases;
honorable mention to Pierre Sée, for his book on
the diseases of paper; ‘the De Coincy prize to
Lueien Hauman-Merck, for the whole of his bo-
tanical work, The Montagne prize is not awarded.
. dnatomy and. Zoology—The Cuvier prize to
Alphonse Malaquin, for the whole of his work in
zoology; the Savigny prize to F. Le Cerf, for his
‘“Revision des Algeriidés algériens’’; the Jean
Thore prize to A. Cros, for his biological studies
of the Coleoptera of northern Afriea.

THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON’S PHYSIOLOG-

ICAL LABORATORY
. Ar its meeting in December the senate of
the University of London decided that the
physiological laboratory must be closed at the
end of July next unless assurance of adequate
support is received from the London County
Council or other sources. The British Medical
Journal writes:

The laboratory was established under the di-
rection of Professor A. D, Waller, F.R.S,, in 1902,
at the headquarters of the university in the Im-
perial Institute, South Kensington, the equipment
being provided out of a fund of £4,000 provided
from private sources. It has since been maintained
partly out of university funds and partly by pri-
vate assistance, with the help, during the last nine
years, of an annual grant of £500 from the London
County Council, This grant is now to be with-
drawn, and the university has no funds out of
which to make up the deficit. In deciding to close
the laboratory, the senate appears to be influenced
also by the need of finding additional room in its
present quarters for gemeral university purposes;
this is indicated by = further resolution stating
¢¢‘that should adequate support for the transference
and maintenance of the physiological laboratory
be forthecoming, the laboratory be continued during
the pleasure of the senate elsewhere than in its
present quarters, which shall be vacated not later
than the end of July, 1921.’’ Physiologists will
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agree with Sir E. Sharpey Schafer that the closure
of the laboratory would be a serious misfortune.
€¢It is,’’ he says, in a letter to the Times, ¢‘unique
from the fact that, being unattached to any par-
ticular medical school or college, it has been un-
trammelled by the necessity of providing elemen-
tary teaching in physiology, and has been able to
devote all it$ energies to research. The success it
has obtained in this under the able guidance of the
director, Professor A, D. Waller, is universally

-acknowledged. The originality of Professor Wal-

ler’s methods and the brilliant results which have
been obtained from their application—-;espeeially in
the diffieult subject of electrophysiology—are well
known. It would be a real calamity if a sudden
stop were put to these activities.”” Tt is suggested
that the reason why the London County Council has
withdrawn its contribution at this time is the ex-
pectation that it will shortly have to eontribute a
large sum toward the cost of building new univer-
sity headquarters, ‘‘It would seem,’’ Sir E.
Sharpey Schafer concludes, ‘‘a pity to allow an
active laboratory to be abolished in order to save
£500 a year towards the cost of problematical
buildings.’’ ¢‘Problematical,’” perhaps, is not
quite the right word, because, we presume, some-
'thing will have to be done for the university, but
no building ean be undertaken for some consider-
able time to come. We can only express the hope

‘that, should the London County Council remain

obdurate, publie-spirited benefactors, recognizing
the importance of the university having at least one
research laboratory, will come to the rescue. We
may, at any rate, express the expectation that
means will be found to carry on the laboratory
until the question of the new site for the univer-
sity is settled.

POPULAR LECTURES ON SCIENTIFIC SUBJECTS
AT THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF

SCIENCES .

WitH the opening to the public of the new
Museum of the California Academy of Sei-
ences in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco,
in 1916, one of the activities of the educa-
tional policy put into effect by Dr. Barton
Warren Evermann, the director of the mu-
seum, was courses of popular lectures on sci-
entific subjects of general interest. These
courses began in the fall of 1916 and have
been continued each year since, without inter-
ruption except during the summer months.
The lectures are given at three o’clock each
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Sunday afternoon in the museum auditorium.
Among the lecturers have been many of the
most distinguished men of science on the
Pacific coast and a number from the east.
The courses for the present year are proving
of unusual interest. Those given in the first
part of the year have already been mentioned
in Science. Those for the first months of
1921 have been announced by Director Ever-
mann as follows:

Three lectures by Professor Lewis, of the Uni-
versity of California, as follows:

January 2. ‘‘Atoms and ions,’’ Illustrated.

January 9. ¢‘‘Electrons and positive rays.’’
Tllustrated.

January 16.
Illustrated.

Three by Professor D. L. Webster, of Stanford
University, will be as follows:

January 23. ¢‘General properties of X- and
Gamma-Rays.’’ Illustrated. :

‘¢‘Radioactive transformations,’’

February 6. ‘‘X-Ray spectra.’’ Illustrated.
February 13, ‘‘The structure of atoms.’’ II-
lustrated.

On January 30 Dr. E. C. Slipher, Lowell Observ-
atory, Flagstaff, Arizona, lectured on: ¢‘Pho-
tography of the planets, with special reference to
Mars.”’ TIllustrated.

Upon the completion of this course on
physical subjects other lectures will be given
as follows:

February 20. Mr. Edward Berwick, Pacific
Grove, Calif., subject: ‘‘How Uncle Sam’s money
is wasted.’’

February 27. Dr. Harlow Shapley, Mount Wil-
son Solar Observatory, Pasadena, subject: ¢‘The
dimensions of the stellar universe.’’ Illustrated.

March 6. Major W. B. Herms, associate pro-
fessor of parasitology, University of California,
subject: ‘‘Eighteen thousand miles in search of
mosquitoes in California—how and why$%’’ Illus-
trated,

March 13. Mr. Harry S. Smith, entomologist,
State Department of Agriculture, Sacramento, sub-
jeet: ¢¢Parasitism among inseects.’’

March 20. Dr. E. C. Van Dyke, assistant pro-
fessor of entomology, University of California,
subject: ‘‘Some injurious forest insects.of Cali-
fornia.’’

March 27, Mr. Frederick Maskew, formerly
chief deputy quarantine officer, State Department

SCIENCE

[N. 8. Vou. LIIL No, 1363

of Agriculture, subject: ‘‘Insect quarantine work
of the State Department of Agriculture,’’

April 3. Dr. R. 8. Holway, associate professor
of physical geography, University of California,
subject: ‘‘The evolution of California scenery.’’
Ilustrated.

April 10. Dr. B. L. Clark, assistant professor of
paleontiology, University of California, subject:
‘¢ Ancient seas and their faunas.’’ Illustrated.

April 17. Dr. G. D. Louderback, professor of
geology, University of California, subject: ¢¢Chief
events of earth history in the California region.’’
Illustrated.

April 24. Dr. Chester Stock, research assistant,
department of paleontology, University of Cali-
fornia, subject: ‘‘The former mammalian life of
California.’’ Illustrated.

Upon the completion of the above there will
be five lectures in May on the general sub-
ject of meteorology. This course is being
arranged by Mr. E. A. Beals in charge of the
United States Weather Bureau Office, San
Francisco. The subjects and speakers will be
announced later.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS

. Dr. TuEoDORE LyMAN, professor of physics
and director of the Jefferson Physical Labora-
tory, Harvard University, has been elected
president of the American Physical Society.

« Tue Edison medal, awarded annually for
work in electrical engineering by the Ameri-
can Institute of Electrical Engineers, will be
presented this year to Dr. M. I. Pupin, pro-
fessor of electromechanics at Columbia Uni-
versity.

Dr. Ira ReMSEN, president emeritus of the
Johns Hopkins University, professor of chem-
istry emeritus at the institution, has accepted
an offer from the Standard Oil Company to
act as consulting chemist for the -corporation.

Dr. PeARCE BAILEY has been awarded a dis-
tinguished service medal in recognition of his
services as chief of the division of neuro-psy-
chiatry of the Surgeon-General’s Office.

Kine Georce has signified his intention of
conferring the honor of knighthood on Dr.
Maurice Craig, consulting neurologist to the
Ministry of Pensions, and Dr. P. Horton-



