566

TeHE John Calvin McNair lectures at the
University of North Carolina were delivered
this year by Professor Edwin G. Conklin, of
Princeton, who spoke on the subject of
“Human Evolution in Retrospect and
Prospect.”

Tae University of North Carolina chapter
of Sigma Xi was installed May 26 by Pro-
fessor O. E. McClung, of the University of
Penngylvania, president of Sigma Xi. The
charter members of the North Carolina
chapter are Drs. James M. Bell and Joseph
Hyde Pratt, initiated at Cormell and Yale
respectively, and Drs. F. P. Venable, H. V.
Wilson, W. D. MacNider, A. S. Wheeler,
W. C. Coker and William Cain, all members
of the faculty.

THE meeting of the University of Pennsyl-
vania Chapter of the Society of the Sigma Xi
on May 26 was held at the Flower Observa-
tory, Highland Park. Addresses were made
by Professor Eriec Doolittle on “ Star Clusters
and Star Nebule” and by Professor Horace
C. Richards on the “XEinstein Theory of
Relativity.,” Preceding the addresses, supper
was served on the lawn to one hundred and
fifty members and guests. Officers elected for
1920-21, are M. J. Babb, president; O. L.
Shinn, vice president; H. C. Barker, secre-
tary; H. S. Colton, treasurer.

ProreEssorR Grorge B. MANGOLD recently
spoke before the Anthropological Society of
St. Louis on “XEthnic Types in America.”
On May 5, Dr. W. W. Graves gave a lecture
on the ¢ Scaphoid Scapula.”

Tug Croonian lecture of the Royal Society
will be delivered by Professor William Bate-
son on June 17 upon the subject of “ Genetic
Segregation.”

Sk ArTHUR NEWSHOLME, who has returned
to England, has in press a volume of American
addresses on Public Health and Insurance,
which will be published by the Johns Hopkins
University Press.

AccorpiNG to the English correspondent of
the Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation, Sir William Osler left an estate of
the gross value of $80,000 with a net per-
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sonality of $53,000. He left his medical and
scientific library (as cataloged) to the MeGill
University, Montreal, and all other property
to his wife. At her death or earlier, if she
should wish it, his residence, 13 Norham
Gardens, Oxford, is to be given to the dean,
canons and governing body of Christ Church
as the residence of the regius professor of
medicine.

W learn from Nature that a committee of
fellows of the Royal Society and members of
the University of Cambridge has been formed
for the purpose of collecting funds for a
memorial to be erected in Westminster Abbey
to the late Lord Rayleigh in recognition of
his eminent services to scence. Lord Rayleigh
was both president of the Royal Society and
Chancellor of the University, and an appeal
has been issued by the society and the uni-
versity. It is thought, however, that there
may be some men of science unconnected with
either of these bodies who may wish to show
their appreciation of Lord Rayleigh’s work.
Donations may be sent to the hon. treasurers
of the fund, Sir Richard Glazebrook and Sir
Arthur Schuster, at 63 Grange Road, Cam-
bridge.

MarviN HenDRIX StACY, professor of civil
engineering and dean at the University of
North Carolina, has died at the age of thirty-
seven years.

Freperick KorpiN RAVN, professor of plant
pathology in the Royal Agricultural College
of Denmark, Copenhagen, died from blood
poisoning on May 24, in East Orange, N. J.,
aged forty-seven years.

Dr. ArexanpeEr FErcusoN, professor of
pathology in the School of Medicine, Cairo,
has died at the age of forty-nine years.

Caprain ErtRicKk Winniam Creak, F.R.S.,
known for his work on the compass and on
magnetism, died on April 8, at the age of
eight-five years.

UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL
NEWS
Mr. T. Harrison HueHES has given £50,000
and the Cunard Steamship Co., £10,000 to the
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University of Liverpool as a- contribution to
the appeal for funds.

TEN members are reported by the Journal
of the American Association to have resigned
from the faculty of the Marquette University
School of Medigine on account of a disagree-
ment between them and the president over
several ethical questions, one of which is that
of sacrificing an unborn infant when nec-
essary to save the life of the mother.

Proressor J. H. Cro, of Tulane University,
has accepted the position of professor and
head of the department of physics at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh.

Dr. HiraM Byrp, now of the University of
Mississippi, has accepted an invitation to be-
come head of a new department of hygiene to
be established at the University of Alabama.

Leo F. Pierce, professor of chemistry at
Washburn College, has resigned to work for
a doctor’s degree at Tulane University.

Dr. Cuarres Louis Mix has accepted the
position of head of the department of medi-
cine of Loyola University School of Medicine.

-

DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE
RENEWAL OF OUR RELATIONS WITH THE
SCIENTIFIC MEN OF EUROPE

To TaE EpIiTorR OF SciENCE: A flood of pub-
lications is now coming in from all parts of
Europe, especially from the long pent-up
workers of France, of Austria, and of Ger-
many, as well as in lesser, degree from those
of Great Britain and the Scandinavian coun-
tries. The German and French publications
are as elegant in form and appearance as of
old. The Austrian publications show very
stringent conditions.

Arrangements are being made for coming
scientific congresses and meetings. Certainly
so far as science is related to human progress
and welfare, it was never more widely needed
all over Europe or all over the world than at
the present moment. Certainly no one would
shut off a British discovery, which would
double the productive value of wheat, from
the people of the ancient Central Empires.
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Certainly also any discovery made by savants
of the Central Empires, which would mitigate
human suffering or extend our knowledge,
should be immediately transmitted to the
people of the former Allied Powers. I, for
one, am in favor of renewing scientific rela-
tions with the people of all countries of the

world irrespective of whether they have been

fighting with or against me in the great war
for civilization. On this subject we have
recently received very wise counsel from an
entirely neutral party, Svante Arrhenius and
his confréres. I may also quote from a letter
of January 12, 1920, received from Arrhenius:

I was very glad to receive your kind letter of
December 3. I am in the highest degree thankful
to you for your decision to keep up the perfect in-
ternationality of the Eugenies Congress. Now
France and England have peace with Germany, and
in old times it was always written in the peace
treaties that the contracting parties should live on
the best footing for the time to come. . .. Before
the war the situation in BEurope was one cause of
the expensive armaments such that every German
believed a (short) war would be much cheaper than
the steadily increasing military expenses.

In Austria the common expression was, ¢¢Lieber
ein Ende mit Elend, als ein Elend ohne Ende.’’
Now they have in reality the ‘‘Ende mit Elend.’’
People are starving to death, many thousands
every day. The children are infected with tuber-
culosis. The professors have their salaries of
12,000 kronen, which is now about 100 dollars, a
year. The institutions are not heated. Series of
experiments, which have taken many years, must
be given up. The better classes are giving their
clothes and their family relics for getting some
foodstuffs from the peasants, who do not take the
valueless paper money. The coal mines, which be-
longed to the ecompanies in Vienna, have been given
to the peasants of the state of Bohemia, which is
according to letters from a Bohemian ' patriot
under a bolshevist government, enriching itself
and its friends through bribery. No coals are sent
to Vienna, which is beset by starvation and cold.
‘What have these old agreeable people in Vienna
committed that they should be extirpated. . . .

From one of the most eminent men in
Vienna, in fact, one of the most brilliant men
in his subject in Europe, a colleague has
received the following:
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