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With the niarvelous expansion of the industry 
of tihis oounhry and the \g*owing necessity of science 
to industry, the scientific bureaus have been utterly 
unable to hold their assisltants against the compe- 
tition of industry which is  0alrin.g their highly 
,$mined men art salaries the govemmnt does not 
p y  or even approach. 
, I fee11 very deeply that there ought to be more 
adequate compensation for the scientific and tech- 
nical men in %he government service so that none 
of ithem may be compelled to accept positions on 
the outside. , Many of these seien~tificmen are of fine type for 
government work, care little for the commercial 
fied, take an intense pmfessional interest in  their 
tasks and are of inestimable value to  the govern- 
ment. 

RESIGNATION O F  PROFESSOR E. F. NICHOLS 
FROM T H E  YALE UNIVERSITY FACULTY 

, ANNOUNCEMENTi s  made from Yale Univer- 
s i ty  t h a t  t h e  resignation of Ernest  F o x  Nichols, 
i3c.D., LL.D., professor of physics, has been 
fendered and  accepted. Professor Nichols has 
accepted t h e  p ~ d tof director of pure science in  
$he Nelb Research I~aboratories of the  National 
L a m p  Works of t h e  General Electric Company, 
at Cleveland, Ohio. 

I n  offering his resignation Dr. Nichols wrote 
i h e  following letter t o  t h e  Yale corporation i n  
lexplanation of the conditions which had led to 
his decision: 

SLOANELABORATORY, 
YALE UNIVERSITY, 

NEW EIAVEN, CONNECTICUT, 
April 21, 1920 

TEE CORPORATION OF YALE UNIVERSITY. 
Gentlemen: I have been offered the post uf tf-

'rector of pure seence in the N d a  Research Labor- 
aitories, National Lamp Works of the General 
Electric Compny, a t  Cleveland, Olhio. The posi- 
tion offers complete freedom in the choice of re-
search problems, and places a t  my unhampered dis- 
poaal such human and material resources as no 
university I know iof tax a t  present afford. 

I would like ffio accept this offer and therefore 
respeetfuUy mk you t o  release me a t  the close of 
,&he presen!t academic year from my post of pro-
fessor of physica in Yale Univeriity. 

The thought of leaving prese'nt. colleagues and 
hniverddty surroundi~gs is tro me, in many my@, a 
source of deep regrat, and I have hwitaitcd long 
over my decision; yet the heightened oppntunitiee 

of the new position are in everything else so ad- 
vantageous %hat the offer becomes h l l y  irresist- 
ible. 

With appreciatSou a d  sincere regard, 
Yours very truly, 

Signed: ERNESTFOXNICHOLS 

Dr. Niclmls went to  Yale University in the  
fal l  of 1916 t~ occupy a new chair of physics, 
having resigned the presidency of Dartmouth 
College, i n  which capacity h e  had served since 
1909, i n  order t h a t  he might  have the  desired 
opportunity t o  continue h i s  scientific work. 
Professor N k h o l s  its a graduate of t h e  Kansas 
,Agricultural College i n  the class of 1888, and 
&as held pro$essor$hips s f  physics i n  Colgate 
,College, Dartmouth College and  Columbia 
,University. Ducing the war from 1917 t o  
1919 h~ was ldbser~t f rom Yale University, to 
engage i n  research and  developmenrt work for  
the navy. 

T H E  ALLEGHENY OBSERVATORY 

THEfollowing minute was adopted by the 
observatory committee and also by t h e  ex-
ecutive committee of t h e  board of trustees of 
the University of Pittsburgh a t  its meeting 

In  complying with the requed of Dr. Frank 
Schlesinger that he be relieved of hihis duties as di-
rector on April 1,1920, t a  take elharge of the Yale 
Observatory, the committee desire tio express tiheir 
appreoiation of his fifteen years of active and 
fruitful service, during which ithe Allegheny Ob- 
servatory has made many valuable conttributiolls 
to astronomical science, and worthily upheld its 
international reputation woated by Langley and 
Keeler. Whib me regret ko lase the valuable co-
aperation and friendly personal rela'tionahip which 
our long msoeiation with Dr. Schlesinger has de- 
veloped, we sincerely congratulate him on the en- 
larged and attractive field of acientifie usefulness 
whieh his new position offers; and hoartily wish 
for h i m ~ l f  and family, colutinued health, happi- 
ness and success. Morwver, we look forward with 
pleasure Q our con.tinued cooperation in the solu- 
tion of the great a&ronmiaal problems whicb are 
rapidly bringing into clloser fellodhip the mtro- 
physicists of the world. 

O n  t h e  evening of March 22, a few days 
before Dr. Schlesinger's departure for  New 
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Haven, a testimonial dinner was given to 
him by the observatory committee. Besides 
the committee there were present other mem- 
bers of the board of trustees and a few other 
guests. 

Dr. 11. D. Curtis has been elected director 
of the observatory and he is to assume charge 
ertrly in July, 1920. Dr. Curtis has k e n  
connected with the Lick Observatory for about 
twenty years. For a number of years he had 
charge d the station of the Lick Observatory 
at Santiago, Chile; more recently he has had 
charge of the work with the Crossley Reflect- 
ing Telescope on Mount Hamiliton. 

Dr. Frank Craig Jordan, assistant pro-
fessor at the Allegheny Observatory since 
1908, has been promoted to a full professor- 
ship and has been elected assistant director of 
the observatory. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 
NEMBERSof' the National Academy of Sci- 

enccs have becn elected as follows: Dr. James 
Rowlmd Angell, University of Chicago and 
the National Research Council, president-elect 
of the Carnegie Corporation, psychologist; Dr. 
Henry Prentiss Armsby, Pennsylvania State 
College, physiological chemist: Dr. Wilder D. 
Bancroft, Cornell University and the Na-
tional Research Council, chemist; Dr. Hans 
F. Blichfeldt, Stanford Tiniversity, mathe-
matician; Dr. A. J. Carlson, University of 
Chicago, physiologist ; Dr. William Duane, 
Harvard University, physicist; Dr. Lewis R. 
Jones, University of Wisconsin, plant pathol- 
ogist; Dr. Elmer Peter Kohler, Harvard 
University, chemist; Dr. Charles K. Leith, 
University of Wisconsin, geologist; Dr. 
Clarence Erwin McClung, University of 
Pennsylvania and National Research Council, 
zoologist; Dr. Elmer V. McCollum, the J'ohns 
Hopkins University, physiological chemist; 
Dr. George Washington Pierce, Harvard 
University, physicist; Harris J. Ryan, Stan-
ford University, electrical engineer; Dr. Joel 
Stebbins, University of Illinois, astronomer, 
and Dr. Bailey Willis, Stanford University, 
geologist. Arthur L. Day, of the Carnegie 
Institution, and T. H. Morgan, of Columbia 

University, were elected members of the 
council. 

AT a meeting held April 20, the Academy 
of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, in recog- 
nition of their scientific accomplishments, 
elected as correspondents the following: 
William Berryman Scott, Merrit L. Fernald, 
Hans Frederick Gadow, Johann P. Lotsy, 
Daniel T. MacDougd, Raymond Yeml, 
William E. Ritter, William Schaus and 
William Lutley Sclater. 

DR. WILLIAM MOMIS DAVIS, emeritus p r e  
fessor of geology at Harvard University, has 
been awarded the Vega medal of the Swedish 
Anthropological and Geographical Society. 

AT its &st meeting the Rudord  Committee 
orf the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
made the follming appropriations for re-
gearch: To Professor H. M. Randall, of the 
University of Michigan, in aid of his research 
on the stmature of specitra in  the infra-red, 
five huadred dollars; to Professor L. R. Inger- 
poll, of the University of Wisconlsin, in aid of 
his research on the polarizing effect of diffrstc- 
tion gratings, one hundred and S t y  dollars; 
80 Professor A. G. Webster, of Clark Univer- 
sity, in aid of his reseal:ches on new methods in 
gyrodynamics and practical interior ballisti-, 
;five hundred dollars. 

PROFESSOR HADANARD,JACQUES Sc.D., LL.D., 
of the Collsge of France, is deliver'ing at Yale 
University the thirteenth regular course of lec- 
tures on the ELepss Ely Silliman Foundation 
!C'he first of M. Hadamard's lectures on "Some 
topics in linear partial differentiial equations " 
was given on April 23. 

THEsecond series of the LeCmte Memorial 
lectures will begiven in the Yosemite National 
park during the months of June and July. 
,These lectures were inst2tuted in honor oif the 
saituralist and geologist, Joseph Le Conte, who 
for thirty years was a member of the faculty 
pf the University of Cdifornia. This year ,the 
,speakers and subjects are announced as fol- 
lows: Dr. John C. Merriam, "The philosophy 
of Joeeph Le Conte ";Dr. A. C. Lawson, "The 
geological history of the Sierra Nevada"; Dr. 
Joseph (Trinnell, "The vertebrate animals of 


