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the autumn months of 1919, stirred renewed
interest in the various bills and resolutions
providing for investigations of .that disease,
but no final action had been taken at the
time of this report, although Mr. Harding’s
S. J. Res. 76 was reported in the Senate on
October 1. .

On September 3, Mr. McKellar introduced
S. 2920: “To enable the Secretary of Agri-
culture to carry out investigations of the
causes and means of prevention of fires and
dust explosions in industrial plants.” The
bill provides $100,000 for such investigations.
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture
and Forestry. )

A plan for private development under Fed-
eral concessions, of the platinum resources
of Alaska is contained in H. R. 8988: “To
incorporate the United States Platinum Cor-
poration and to aid in the development of the
mineral resources of Alaska, and for other
purposes,” introduced on September 3 by Mr.
O’Connell (by request). The proposed Cor-
poration would have a capital stock not to
exceed $50,000,000; would be exempt from
Federal taxation; would be empowered to re-
ceive concessions and leases of government-
owned platinum sands in Alaska; would pay
a royalty of one eighth of its net products;
and would furnish $100,000 for the mainten-
ance of five “U. S. Government Commis-
sioners of Platinum and its Allied Indus-
tries,” whose duties are not defined in the
bill. Referred to the Committee on Public
Lands.

No action was taken on the invitation of
the French government to send delegates to a
meteorological conference in Paris on Sep-
tember 30, and the United States was, there-
fore, not officially represented.

AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS’ UNION

Tur thirty seventh stated meeting of The
American Ornithologists’ Union will convene
in New York City, from November 11 to 13.
The headquarters will be at The Belleclaire,
Broadway and 77th Street. Owing to the
crowded condition of hotels in New York,
members intending to be present are urged to
make reservations well in advance. Reserva-
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tions might also be made at The Pennsyl-
vania, opposite the Pennsylvania Station, 7th
Avenue and 88d Street.

The public meetings will be held at the
American Museum of Natural History, 77th
Street and Central Park, West, from 10 a.M.
until 4 p.M. each day. The reading of papers
will form a prominent feature of the meet-
ings. All classes of members are earnestly
requested to contribute, and to mnotify the
secretary before November 5, as to the titles
of their communications, and the length of
time required for their presentation, so that
a program for each day may be prepared.

As this is the first meeting since the war,
interesting reports may be expected from
some of the members who served in the mili-
tary or naval service. In addition to the
usual social features there will be opportuni-
ties to visit the New York Zoological Park,
the Brooklyn Museum, Audubon’s home in
Audubon Park, and the New York Historical
Society, where the original drawings of Audu-
bon’s Birds of America are preserved.

Fach member is requested to recommend to
the secretary the name of at least one new
associate for election to the union.

T. S. PALMER,
Secretary
1939 Bitmore St., N.W.,
WasHINGTON, D. C,,

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS

Dr. TuroporE W. RicHARDS, professor of
chemistry at Hervard University, and director
of the Wolcott Gibbs Memorial Laboratory, has
been elected a foreign member of the Royal
Society of London.

Provost Epcar F. Smith, of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, received the degree of
doctor of laws from Queen’s College at Kings-
ton, Ontario, at the convocation of Canadian
universities on October 16.

Dr. FrepericO GioriTTi, formerly professor
of metallurgical chemistry and metallography
at Turin has been presented with the Bessemer
medal of the British Iron and Steel Institute.

Dr. Erioc K. Ripean, a graduate of Cam-
bridge University and of the University of
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Bonn, more recently captain of the Royal
Engineers in the British Army, has been ap-
pointed visiting professor of physical chem-
istry at the University of Illinois for the
current year.

Proressor George C. WairPLE, of Harvard
University has been appointed director-of the
division of sanitation in the bureau of hy-
giene of the International League of Red
Cross Societies. The associate director will
be Colonel Francis F. Longley, U. S. A., who
served as colonel of the 26th Engineers in
France.

Tue Massachusetts Forestry Association
has submitted to the Governor of Massachu-
setts the names of Herman H. Chapman, of
the Yale Forest School, New Haven, Con-
necticut; E. C. Hirst, state forester of
Concord, New Hampshire, and William C.
Howard, assistant superintendent of the State
Forests, Albany, New York, as candidates to
head the Massachusetts Division of Forestry,
and also to fill the office of commissioner of
conservation.

AMmona the war prizes awarded by the
French Academy of Sciences are the three
Montyon prizes of £100, given respectively to
MM. Louis Martin and Auguste Pettit, of the
Pasteur Institute, for a memoir of ictero-
hemorrhagic spirochetosis; MM. Weinberg
and Seguin, of the same institute, for a re-
search on gas gangrene; and MM. Rouvillois,
G. L. Pédeprade, and A. Basset for their
studies on war surgery. A prize of £120 was
awarded.to M. Paul Ravaut for his researches
on paludism, and one of £80 to M. Goris
for studies on the localization of alkaloids
and glucosides in vegetables and on the
preparation of catgut.

Dr. W. H. RanziN, for five years assistant
professor of plant pathology in the New York
State College of Agriculture at Cornell Uni-
versity, has been appointed officer in charge,
Field Laboratory of Plant Pathology, St.
Qatherines, Ontario, in the Canadian depart-
ment of agriculture, and has entered upon
his duties.

Proressor J. O. ArnoLp, dean of the fac-
ulty of metallurgy and professor of metal-
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lurgy in the University of Sheffield since
1889, has retired.

Dr. ELwoop MEap, professor of rural insti-
tutions in the University of California and
chairman of the California Land Settlement
Board, has been appointed a member of the
National Bureau of Economic Research.

Dr. Ouver Kamm, assistant professor of
organic chemistry in the University of Illi-
nois, has returned to Urbana after an eight
months’ leave of absence spent in organizing:
a chemical research laboratory for the Amer-
ican Writing Paper Company, at Holyoke,
Mass. Dr. R. E. Rindfuss, of the Univer-
sity of Illinois, has accepted a permanent
position with the same company as director
of Chemical Research. Dr. Kamm remains
connected with the company in an advisory
capacity.

Mr. Paur C. StanpLEY, of the Division of
Plants, U. S. National Museum, has re-
turned from a collecting trip through Glacier
National Park, Montana. Data were secured
for a handbook of the plants of the park, to
be issued by the National Park Service.

Proressors Epwarp W. BERrY AND JoOSEPE
T. SINGEWALD, JR., of the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, have returned to Baltimore, after
spending six months in geological investiga-
tions in the South American Cordillera.
Over one thousand miles were traversed on
mule-back and the Andes were crosséd eight
times between Huancayo, Peru and Con-
cepcion, Chile. Much valuable material was
shipped home. The expedition was made
possible by a fund in memory of the late
Professor George H. Williams.

Proressor Orar P. JENkINS has resigned
from his position as geologist to the Arizona
Bureau of Mines, University of Arizona, at
Tucson, to undertake geological work in for-
«eign countries for S. Pearsons & Son, Ltd., of
London.

Dr. C. BoxnNE ‘and his wife, Mr. C. Bonne-
‘Wepster, of Surinam (Dutch Guiana), stu-
dents of South American mosquitoes, are
spending two months at the National Mu-
seum in the study of the mosquito collection.
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AvFrep F. BArkEr, professor of textile in-
dustries at the University of Leeds, England,
has been visiting the United States.

Nature states that the Scandinavian Asso-
ciation for a Tropical Biological Station has
decided to send an expedition this autumn
to select a site for a research station to study
marine biology. Dr. Th. Mortensen, who is
chairman and founder of the association, will
lead a small party including probably Dr.
Nils Holmgren and a botanist. They will
visit Celebes, North Borneo, Amboina, and
New Guinea.

Dr. Vito VOLTERRA, professor of mathemat-
ical physics in the University of Rome, and
.a member of the Italian Senate, delivered six
lectures on the Hitchcock foundation at the
University of California, between October 13
and October 21. The subject of the first four
lectures was “ The Propagation of electricity
in a magnetic field,” and that of the last two
was “Derivate functional equations.” Dur-
ing his stay in California he visited the
Yosemite Valley and was a guest of Director
Campbell at the ILick Observatory and of
Director Hale, at the Mount Wilson Ob-
servatory. After visiting the Grand Canyon
of the Colorado he will go to Houston, Texas,
where he will give some lectures at Rice In-
stitute. From there he will go to the At-
lantic coast, where he will visit 2 number of
universities.

A series of fortnightly lectures on indus-
trial problems are being delivered at the
Guildhall, London, under the auspices of the
Industrial League and Council. The speak-
ers will include Mr. E. J. P. Benn, Professor
Ripper, Dr. Russell Wells, Sir Auckland
Geddes, Sir George Paish and Lord Emmott.

J. W. H. Tram, F.R.S.; who for fifty-two
years held the chair of botany at the Uni-
versity of Aberdeen to which he was ap-
pointed at the age of twenty-six, died on
September 18.

It is stated in the Journal of the Washing-
ton Academy of Sciences that the proposed
"American Meteorological Society, formal or-
ganization of which is suggested for action
in connection with the next meeting of the
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American Association for the Advancement
of Science, is expected to have a large Wash-
ington membership, drawn from the staff of
the Weather Bureau and from among the
meteorologists of the Army and Navy. It is
suggested that the Monthly Weather Review
be made the medium for publishing meteor-
ological and climatological articles, while a
monthly leaflet published by the society
would contain news, announcements, notes
and queries.

Tae following resolution was adopted by
the technical Association of the Pulp and
Paper Industry at the meeting held in Chi-
cago, for September 24 to 27.

‘WHEREAS, due to the decay of pulpwood and
‘woodpulp the paper industry is suffering an an-
nual loss of $5,000,000, and

‘WHEREAS, in order to reduce this loss to a mini-
mum & scientific investigation of the cause and
possible control of such infection is essential, and

‘WHEREAS, The Forest Products Laboratory, U.
8. Department of Agriculture, Madison, Wis., is in
an exceptional position to undertake this special
investigation, Therefore,

Be it resolved, that this association use every
means within its power to secure a specific appro-
tpriation of $50,000 for this special investigation to
be conducted by the Forest Products Laboratory,
TUnited States Department of Agrieulture, Madi-
son, Wis,

THROUGH the action of the congressional
Public Buildings Commission, of which Sena-
tor Smoot is chairman, the U. S. Geological
Survey has been compelled to give up to the
Internal Revenue Bureau nearly half of its
office space in the Interior Department Build-
ing. Economic Geology says: “ This by fore-
ing as many as three geologists to work in a
single small room with no adequate space for
the study of maps and collections is a serious
blow at the efficiency of the organization. The
action is an example of the failure of Con-
gress to understand the nature of scientific
work and to realize that a geologist’s room is
essentially a laboratory within which it should
be possible to retain in accessible condition,
collections of minerals, rocks and ores repre-
senting field work that in some investigations
may extend over a period of several years.”



