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jn the research laboratories of the Department 
of Health of f e w  Pork City under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Cecil. 

MAJORR. G. HOSKINS,who has bee11 for the 
past four months in charge of the Section of 
Food and Nutrition of the Surgeon-General's 
Office, has received his discharge from the 
scrvice. H e  will spend the current academic 
year studying a t  the Johns Hopkins Medical 
School. 

P ~ o ~ ~ s s o a  is on sabbatic F. K. RICTITMYER 
leave for a year from Cornell, devoting a part 
of his time to research in the Research Lab- 
oratory of the General Electric Company, at  
Schenectady. 

MR. JOSEPH honoraxy curator of MAILLIARD, 
ornithology, of the California Academy of 
Sciences, left San Francisco on September 15 
with his assistant, Mr. Luther Little, to collect 
birds in Mrndocino county, California. Mr. 
Nailliard secu~.ed a representative collection 
from this territory in  June and now is cover- 
ing the same ground to note seasonal changes 
and variations. 

DR. J. A. I;~Cr,n;nc has resigned from the 
Burcau of Chemistry, U. S. Department of 
Apiculture, and is now with the Mincr-
Iiillard Milling Company of Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania. 

WE learn fro111 the Journal of the American 
Medical Association that the University of 
Pisa recently organized a festal meeting to 
honor the fiftieth professional anniversary of 
Professor C. Romiti of the chair of anatomy. 
A marble portmit bust mas unveiled, and Pro- 
fessor Romiti presented the university with 
his valuable library on anatomy 

THE first lecture of the series of the Ilarvey 
Society will be given at  the New Pork 
Academy of Bledicjne on October 18, by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel George Dreyer, M.D., professor 
of general pathology, Oxford University, on 
"Biological Standards and their Application 
to Medicine." The second lecture of the series 
will be given on October 25 by Dr. H. H. 
Dale, of the Lister Institute of Preventive 
Medicine, London, on "Shock." 

DR. AISCUST ROUII, who was for seven years 
the director of the Psychiatric Institute on 

Ward's Island, died on September 23, in San 
Francisco. 

A LEGACY of $60,000 has been made by the 
late Dr. Rizei, physician in chief of the 
Ospedale Maggiore at  Milan, to found an in- 
stitute for the research and practise of bio- 
chemistry. 

, THElegislature of Alabama has passed the 
Alabama Mental Deficiency bill which aappro- 
priates $200,000 for the establishment of the 
Alabama Home for Mental Jnfcriors at  Tus- 
caloosa in connection with the Bryce Hospital. 
As la part of the campaign for securing the 
passage of this measure, Dr. W. D. Partlow, 
superintendent of the Alabama Tnsane Hos- 
pitals, and Dr. Thomas 11.Haines, field agent 
for the National Committee for Mental Hy- 
giene, made a careful mental survey of the 
four industrial schools of the state last May. 
This was a cooperative pieco of work of the 
Alabama State Board of Health and the Na- 
tional Committee for Mental IIygiene. One 
hundred and twenty-nine of the six hundred 
and fifty-four juvenile delinquents in the 
schools were found to be so defective in  mental 
ability as to demand inlstitution care of a cus- 
todial sort for their proper management. 
These facts proved a potent argument in se-
curing the appropriation. 

, TEE FBdBration fran~aise des soci6tBs de 
sciences naturelles has been formed consisting 
of thirteen society units: les Soci6t6s Zoolo- 
giclue, Entomologique, d'Acclimatation, de Pis- 
ciculture; I'bssociation cles Anatomistes; les 
Soci6t6 dc Botanique, de Mycologie, cle Patho- 
logie v6g6tale; la Soci6ti. philomatique; la 
,SociBt& g6ologique; la Sociktk des Naturalistes 
parisiens; la SociBt6 de Chimie biologique. It 
is proposed to establish five categories for the 
purpose of bibliographic documentation : (1) 
botany; (2) anatomy and embryologg; (3) 
zoology; (4) general biology, and (5) physiol- 
om. 

UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 

NEW$S 


A NEW mechanical engineering building and 
a new physics building are nearing. completion 
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at the Agricultural and Mechanical College of 
Texas. The Texas Legislature Itas: recently 
provided $250,000 for an agricultural build- 
ing aho. Plans and specifications are now 
being drawn for this building which will be 
started next summer. 

THE Georgia Legislature,' at its recent 
session, increased its appropriation for the 
medical department of the State University 
from $30,000 to $55,000. Of the new funds, 
the sum of $20,000 is to be used to establish a 
course in Public Health and Hygiene, and the 
sum of $5,000 is to be added to the general 
income of the school. 

INthe medical department of the University 
of Pennsylvania Dr. William H. F. Addison 
has been made a full professor of histology and 
embryology; Dr. Oscar H. Plant has been pro- 
moted to a full professorship in pharmacology; 
Dr. Byron M. I-Iendricks and Raymond Stehle 
have been promoted to assistant professorships 
of physiologic chemistry. 

%R. HERBERT LANGFELD been ap-S. has 
pointed director of the psychological laboratory 
of Harvard University and Dr. L. T. Troland 
and Dr. Floyd H. Allport, have been appointed 
instructors in psychology. Dr. William Mc- 
Dougall, whose appointment as professor of 
psychology was reported in a recent issue of 
SCIENCE,will take up his work at the begia- 
ning of the next academic year. 

THE department of botany of Kansas State 
Agricultural College has been reorganized and 
is now ~arrying~on its work in the college and 
experiment station under the name of the 
departmat of botany and plant pathology. 
L. E. Melchers, for two yeaw acting head 
of the department, has been made professor of 
plant pathology and head of the department. 
E. C. Miller, formerly associate professor, has 
been promoted to be profesor of plant phys~ 
iology. The other members of the department 
are Assistant Professors W. E. Davis and 
F. C. Gatas, Instructors H. H. Haymakw and 
Nora E. Dalbey, and Aslsistant Dorothy 
Cashen. 

THE new chair of physical education at the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas 

has been filled by Dr. W. J. Young, who held 
the rank of captain in the National Army 
during the war. Previously he was director 
of physical education in the University of 
Maine. Professor D. Scoates has been ap-
pointed head of the department of agricultural 
engineering to succeed Professor R. A. Andree, 
who has resigned. 

GEORGEP. BACON,of Simmons College, has 
been appointed to succeed Dr. H. H. Marvin, 
of Tufts College, who is going to the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, as head of the depart- 
ment of physics. Professor Bacon is to  be 
chairman of the department of physics at 
Tufts College. 

DR.R. E. LOVING,head of the department of 
physics in Richmond College, has been 
granted leave of absence for the current ses-
,$ion, which he will spend doing special work 
'in Cornell University. C. H. Willi;ui late of 
the Signal Corps, A. E. F., and V. E. Ayre, 
from the Bureau of ,Standards, have recently 
been appointed, respectively, acting profmsor 
and mistant professor in the department. 

~JIEUTENANTHORACEA. HOLADAY, sanitary 
,Corps, nutrition officer at the port of em-
barkation at New Port Newis, Va., formerly 
,assistant professor of chemistry at the Uni- 
,versity of Idaho, has been appointed professor 
,of physiological chemistry and head of the 
{division of food and physiological chemistry 
at North Dakota Agricultural College. 

RALPHJ. GILMORE,Ph.D. (Cornell), of 
I-Iuron Collage, has been appointed head of the 
department of biology of Colorado College, 
succeeding Dr. E. C. Schneider, who becomes 
bead of the department of biology at Connecti- 
,cut Wesleyan College. 

, DR. JOIIN who has had charge L. SHELDON, 
,of the work in botany and bacteriology in the 
West Virginia University for the past sixteen 
years, has resigned. The university hats also 
lost recently the heeds of the departments of 
animal husbandry, agronomy, horticulture, 
public epeaking and philosophy. 

DR. J. G. FITZGEBALD, associate professor of 
hygiene, University of Toronto, and director of 
the Connaught Antitoxin Laboratories in the 
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same institution, has been appointed professor 
of hygiene, succeeding Dr. John A. Amyst, 
,who 'as been appointed deputy minister of 
heallth in the Federal Depar'tment of Health, 
Ottawa. Dr. Fitzgerald will continue to 'act 
as director of the Connaught Laboratories. 

PROFESSORL. BARD, who for twenty years 
has held the chair of clinical medicine at the 
University of Geneva, has accepted a corre-
sponding position at thc University of Stras- 
burg. 

DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE 
EMIL FISCHER AFTER THE WAR 

THE reading of Professor Harrow's highly 
appreciative account, in SCIENCE of August 15, 
of Emil Fischcr and his work recalls to me a 
meeting that I had with Fischer in February 
of this year in Berlin. I have referred, in a 
recent little book1 about Germany and Ger- 
mans since the war, to a conversation which 
Dr. Alonzo E. Taylor and I, officially repre- 
senting Mr. Hoover and the American Food 
Administration, had in our rooms in the Hotel 
Adlon in Berlin one Sunday morning last 
February with three distinguished German 
scientific men. The conversation was pri-
marily an interview with these well-informed 
men on the subject of the German food situ- 
ation; we were there to try to find out just 
what food importations were immediately nec- 
essary to keep the German people from further 
suffering and danger. We had talked with 
responsible officials of the new German gov- 
ernment, and been presented with varibus 
official statements by them, but we wanted to 
check these by any unofficial information we 
could obtain. Hence this Sunday morning 
meeting in our hotel rooms with Karl Ballod, 
Germany's foremost economic statistician, 
Nathan Zuntz, one of her first animal physiol- 
ogists, and Emil Fischer, her great organic 
chemist. But as scientific and university 
men our talk ran rather freely and frankly, 
and touched other matters than food statistics. 

It wasl a conversation of fascinating interest, 

1 "Germany in the War and After," 1919, Yac-
millan Go., N. Y. 

with Fischer the dominant %re in it. 
Ballod, tall and spare, of serious mien, was 
rather restrained and precise; Zuntz, small 
and active, even smiling, was perhaps a little 
exaggeratedly gracious; Fischer, heavy-bodied, 
vigorous and emphatic, was easy and with no 
trace of self-consciousness. All agreed on the 
terrible seriousness of the situation but each 
had special views as to the more pressing 
necessities and means of meeting them. A11 
declared that they had realized for more than 
a year the practical certainty of Germany's 
ultimate: collapse, but replying to our ques-
tions as to why they had not used their knowl- 
edge of the fatal food and general economic 
situation to prevail on the German authorities 
t o  try to end the war while an ending might 
be made that would be less disastrous than any 
that could come after a further persistence: in 
the struggle, all declared their complete help- 
lossness to exercise a suflicient influence on 
rulers or people. "We should not have been 
heard at first and before we could push the 
matter to a general hearing we should have 
been in prison or have had to flee the country 
to avoid it. Remember Forster and Nicolai 
and Muchlon," they said. 

They told of their own difficulties to find 
food for tl~emselves and families, despite their 
suficient financial means, and then spoke 
especially of the terrible hardships of their 
less well paid colleagues and small-salaried 
assistants. Fischer, in particular, revealed 
his sympathy for his distressed helpers, while 
all three spoke of the serious handicap the 
situation had been on the work in the scientific 
institutions with which they were affiliated. 

Rut while Ballod loolced on the future 
darkly, and Zuntz with no confidence, Fischer 
was more sanguine. He  said : "We have got 
to start again, but we can start." When we 
told him that both America and England had 
made some headway during the war period in 
the production of dyes and optical glass and 
some other things that had been a monopoly of 
Germany in the days before the war, and that 
we should be far more independent in such 
ways than we had been before, Fischer was 
silent a moment, thoughtful and serious of 
face, but soon looked up and said : "Well, that 


