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.THE SCIENTIFIC MOBILIZATION IN 
ITALY FOR THE W A R  

TI-IEvarious manifestabions of the present 
war have bad, for the most part, their founda- 
tiion in applied wien'ce and industry. The best 
minds turned to study me$hods of offense and 
defense, based on the application of pure or 
applied science, and invenkive genius has had 
and stJill has a wide field in which to find new 
arms :and new devilces and to perfeot those now 
misting. 

From ithe beginning of the war, Italy, no less 
than her Allies, has mobilized her scientific 
and industrial f a r e s  for the one gunpose to 
which all the ac.tiviities of the oonntry have had 
to be devoted, m d  nothing has been wared ta 
help and perfect the great war-machine which 
had to  bring victory. 

The wol?k began first ilvdividually land as de- 
manded by the necessities of the momeilt; then, 
a little at a time, for individual work, for the 
work of individual scientists as  lofficers on the 
fighting line or in the rear where their tech- 
nical skill was required, or in khe var  indns- 
tries which had to enlarge all theis plants 
rapidly and mdify them acoording to &cum-
stancces, there was substi'tutcd a single, organi- 
zation, a state institution. This was founded 
in older to mobilize properly for war purposes 
all available Italian soi~ntific forces and all 
the means at the disposal of the nurnmus lab-
oratories of the scl~ools and state technical es- 
tablishments. 

This irr&itution, wEioh natu~ally was situ-
ated at the Ministry of Arms and Munftions, 
bad the following duties: 

(1) To classify and mobilize the: various sci- 
entific institutions aloconding tie their possible 
utilization and 6he means at the disposal of 
each. (2) To study the problems which were 
eventually proposed by the military technical 
offices, distr?bute them to the laboratories and 
institutions best adapted to the particular 


