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courses offered in Groups 2 or 3, and other
special arrangements to meet particular apti-
tudes will be authorized by the committee on
industrial hygiene.

In view of the war conditions alterations in
the above plans may become necessary. For
information apply to Dr. C. K. Drinker, Har-
vard Medical School, Boston, Mass.

THE MEXICAN AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION

Proressor WiLLiaM E. RITTER, scientific di-,

rector of the Scripps Institute for Biological
Resedrch, has under the date of Pune 29, ad-
dressed the following letter to Dr. H. M.
Smith, commissioner of fisheries:

It gives me great pleasure to report that the offi-

cial and professional commission of Mexico headed
by Ing. Pastor Rouaix, Secretary of Agriculture
and Development, concerning which we were ad-
vised some time ago by acting Commissioner
Moore, has recently visited San Diego and vicinity
and the Scripps Institution. The party came to
this place after having made an extensive tour of
Lower California. It now goes northward to Los
Angeles and San Francisco, then through the
Rocky Mountain and North Mississippi valley
states to Chicago and Washington. Since, as you
are aware, the maritime industries of Mexico
are under the jurisdiction of Secretary Rouaix
the party were rather specially interested in the
Seripps Institution because of its oceanographic
and marine biological undertakings, and its con-
sequent close identification with the fisheries and
kelp industries of this region.
. In addition to a brief inspection of the ‘¢plant’’
of the institution the party was entertained at a
luncheon in the Institution Commons, representa-
tives of the San Diego and La Jolla Chambers of
Commerce and the San Diego Canners being also
guests.

The occasion was utilized for emphasizing the
part which science is playing and in a Jarger meas-
ure may, and ought to, play not only in solving
strictly technical problems common to the two
countries, but in composing international ques-
tions of a racial, economic and political character.

Members of the commission, as well as guests
from the neighborhood, entered heartily into the
purpose of the visit as thus viewed, all expressing
the hope that more intimate relations between the
two countries through agencies of this sort may
exist in the future than have existed in the past.

SCIENCE

37

Ing. Jose Duvallon, director of agriculture, was
specially explicit in setting forth views and possi-
bilities to this effect. There is so much of promise
in efforts of this kind that it should receive wide
interest and encouragement. The southwestern
states of our nation, including Texas and Cali-
fornia, are naturally more directly concerned than
other portions of the country, southern California
being the most vitally interested of all because of
the Colorado River and the Imperial area, and the
rapidly growing maritime industries.

There can be no doubt that I express the senti-
ment of all those, Mexicans and Americans alike,
who met and exchanged views and courtesies while
the commission was in this vicinity, that the gov-
ernment of the United States, either national or
state, or both ought in the near future to take
steps to reciprocate and extend the good work
started by Mexico through this highly able com-
mission.

I am sending a statement similar to this in im-
port to President Benj. Ide Wheeler, of the Univer-
gity of California, and to Dean T. F. Hunt, of the
college of agriculture of the university, and trust
the sentiment here voiced will reach the Secretary
of Agriculture at Washington, the Honorable
David F. Huston.

ORGANIZATION OF CHICAGO TECHNICAL SO-
CIETIES FOR WAR WORK

REPRESENTING an effort to cooperate effec-
tively and vigorously for war work, an impor-
tant joint-war ccmmittee has been formed by
representatives of technical societies centered
in Chicago. The movement -was started by
the military committee of the Western Society
of Engineers, and at the invitation of that
committee several meetings have been held at

the Chicago Engineers’ Club. As a result the

“War Committee, Technical Societies of Chi-
cago,” to quote the official name, was organized
June 4, 1918.

The purpose of .this c'yrganization is “to en-
able the technical societies of the Chicago zone
to call into play the efforts of the members of
the various societies herein represented as oc-
casion may arise and to coordinate their activi-
ties in the most effectual manner to help win
the war.” It is not proposed to attempt any
novel “ stunts,” but rather to place at the dis-
posal of the United States government and
other authorized agencies the combined
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strength and resources of the Chicago tech-
nical societies for war work as need may arise.

The following member societies are cooper-
ating In the new war committee:

Western Society of Engineers.

Structural Engineers’ Association of Illinois.

Society of Industrial Engineers.

Illinois Society of Engineers.

Tllinois Society of Architects.

The American Railway Engineering Association.

The Swedish Engineers’ Society of Chicago.

Illinois Chapter, American Institute of Archi-
tects.

Chicago Section, American Society of Mechanical
Engineers.

Chicago Section, American Institute of Electrical
Engineers.

Chicago Section, American Chemical Society.

Chicago Section, American Institute of Mining
Engineers.

Mid-West Section, Society of Automotive Engi-
neers.

Illinois Association of American Society of Civil
Engineers.

Chicago Section, American Society of Heating
and Ventilating Engineers.

Chicago Section, American Society of Refriger-
ating Engineers.

Chicago Section, Steel Treating Research Society.

Chicago Section, Illuminating Engineering So-
ciety.

Chicago Chapter, American Association of Engi-
neers.

Officers of the war committee have been elected
as follows:

Chairman, F. K. Copeland.

Vice-chairman, W. L. Abbott.

Secretary, Edgar S. Nethercut.

Treasurer, William A. Fox.

The executive committee consists of F. K.
Copeland, W. L. Abbott, William Hoskins, C.
A. Keller, Charles E: Lord, C. F. Loweth,
Isham Randolph and Richard E. Schmidt.
The address of the secretary of the war com-
mittee is 1785 Monadnock Block, Chicago.

ENGINEER OFFICERS’ TRAINING SCHOOL AT
CAMP HUMPHREYS

Tue War Department authorizes the follow-
ing statement from the Engineer Corps:

The Chief of Engineers, General William
M. Black, announces that the Engineering
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Officers’ Training Camp, scheduled to open
about August 1, will be situated at Camp
Humphreys, 17 miles south of Washington, on
a plateau overlooking the Potomac River.
Two thousand candidates for -commissions as
captains and first lieutenants will be trained
under the same facilities provided for the
17,000 Engineer replacement troops now there
preparing for over-seas service. These facili-
ties include the ordinary military arrange-
ments, and in addition some 15 special schools
to instruct men on such operations as mining,
quarrying, £as and flame defense, barbed-wire
fortification, water supply and railroad com-
munication.

The candidates for commission will become
familiar with the work of all these schools and
conclude their training with a course in sapper
work, in order that they may be fitted to com-
mand sapper troops if necessary. Many of the
candidates will come from civil life, a cam-
paign being under way to interest men of tech-
nical training and experience.

Many applications for entrance to the train-
ing camp have been received. To examine
these candidates, General Black has desig-
nated a traveling board, which will visit sev-
eral of the larger cities and determine the
physical and mental fitness of the applicants.
This board will be headed by Major E. H.
Williams, who will advise the candidates as to
the dates on which they should appear in the
cities to be visited for examination. Candi-
dates for first lieutenantcies should be between
32 and 36 years old, and those for captaincies
between 36 and 42. Traveling expenses to the
camp will be allowed successful candidates.
Those accepted before August 1 will be sent
to the existing engineers officers’ training
camp at Camp Lee, Petersburg, Va.

'SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS

Tue Geological Society of America will hold
its next annual meeting at Johns Hopkins
University, Baltimore, Maryland, during con-
vocation week of next winter. The program
to be presented will concern itself particularly
with the relations of geology to the World
War.



