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of Dr. Wm. H. Nichols, who is  devoting all 
of his  t ime t o  this  work. The  committee is  
cooperating with the  Bureau of Mines, t h c  U. 
R. Geological Survey and t h e  Bureau of Soils 
in various problems, and all chemical problems 
a re  first submitted to  this  committee. T h e  
Nanufacturing Chemists' Association of t h e  
United States and t h e  National Fertilizer As- 
sociation havc also established ofices i n  Wash- 
ington i n  t h e  Woodward Building. 

T H E  AMERICAN PHYSIOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

A N D  T H E  WAR 


TIIE following letter has  been addressed t o  
members of the  American Physiological 
Society: 

The war has thrown upon the members of the 
national scientific societies unusual responsibilities. 
The growing conviction among those best fitted to 
lmow, that its further continuance will not be brief 
and that our country must act with her whole 
energy, makes it clear that every man of sciencc 
must do his share. Some of the members of the 
American Physiological Society have entered mili- 
tary scrvice and others are serving the country in 
a variety of other ways. As the example of Eng- 
land has shown, research is a field in which much 
can be accomplished, both of immediate relation 
to the needs of the moment and of permanent 
value. Under the direction of the committee on 
physiology of the National Besearch Council and 
the Council of Natioiial Defense comprehensive in- 
vestigations of shock, industrial fatigue, food and 
nutrition, poisonous gases and means of protection 
from them, and other topics, are already under 
way. Other subjects demanding investigation will 
doubtless arise from time to time. The council of 
the American Physiological Society finds it  desir- 
able to know what its members are already doing 
or are willing to do in the ~ a y  of natioilal service, 
whether their laboratories will be open during the 
coming summer, whether they desire to undertake 
research in case of need, and, if so, what general 
lines of research they are prepared to follow. By 
the authority of the council, therefore, I write to 
make these inquiries of you. Any suggestions 
which you may feel like offering in regard to spe- 
cific lines of research will he welcomed. Please 
make all records on the enclosed cards and return 
both to me without delay. The information so oh- 
tained will be turned over to the Committee on 

Physiology of the National Research Council, to 
be used as seems best. The members of this com- 
mittee are: 

W. $1. HOWELL,Chairman; FREDERI~LEE,S. 
C. L. ALSRLILG, GRAIIAMLUSK, 
W. B. CANNON, E. G. MARTIN, 
A. J. CARLSON, WALTERJ. MEEK, 
JOSEPH Ii. 33. MENDELXBLANGER, 

THEODORE
EIOUGH, 
Tn ease your services can be utilized you will be 

duly com~nunicated with. 
(Signed) FEEDERICS. LEE 

The  registration cards accompanying the  
letter provided for  t h e  followirig entries : 

What national service are you now doing9 
I s  i t  likely to continue during the summer? 
Will your laboratory be available for research dur- 

ing thc summer 9 
Are you prcpared to undertake research for na-

tional service and, if so, in what gcneral linesf 
Suggestions regarding desirable lines of research. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 
AN Anglo-French Scientific Commission 

mrllich includes Professor Erncst Rutherford, 
of the  University of Manchester, and Professor 
ITenri Abraham, of the  Uriivcrsity of Paris,  
is a t  present i n  this  country to  cooporate with 
American men of science i n  the  devdopnlerlt 
and  use 01radio-telegraphy. 

SECRETARYof the  Navy Daniels has  namcd 
Dr. William H. Wclch, Dr. .Flexner and  Nr. 
Nathan  Strans, of New YorB, a s  a conlnlittce 
to  investigate Senator (;alder's " ronnd robin 
charge" tha t  irrvnlidcd sirilors o i l  tllc hospital 
ship Bolace had been subjected to cruelty and 
neglect. 

DR.E. W. MORI,*:Y was awarded the Willard 
Gibbs niedal a t  a recent meeting of the Chi- 
cago Section of the  American Chemical So-
ciety on  May 18. 

DR. 1 ~ 1 0 ~ ~ 1 % ~PK.IRCE,~ ~ O ~ C ' S S O I *  re-M. of 
search medicine i n  the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, has  returned froin a tour  of three months 
through Brazil, Argentine and Uraguay to 
make a study of t h e  medical, hospital, educa-
tional and public health conditions i n  those 
countries i n  the interest of the  International 
I Ieal th  Board of the  Roclrefeller Foundation. 


