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PERSONALITY AS REVEALED BY THE
CONTENT OF IMAGES:!

CaHARACTER study and the investigation
of personality have recently assumed, on
account of the present tendency to apply
psychology, a psychological importance
they did not formerly possess, and since it
has given rise to a general interest in any
work looking towards the possibility of
getting additional information regarding
the individual consciousness, it has seemed
to me I could not do better to-day than to
outline the results of an investigation
which I have made to ascertain whether it
is possible through the examination of the
content of an individual’s images to ob-
tain an insight into the predominating fea-
tures of his personality, that is, the psychi-
cal and physical activities which character-
ize and distinguish him from others.

The experiments were made with 20 per-
sons, largely professors and students con-
nected with the Stanford University. In
half of these experiments (S.) the observ-
ers allowed visual images to arise of them-
selves and in the other half (V.) they
aroused them. It is scarcely necessary to-
add that the experiments were ‘‘unwissent-
lich.”’ ,

The most important fact that comes out
in examining the tabulated results and
what was given to protocol is that visual
images reveal the mental and physical
peculiarities and preferences of am indi-
vidual.

In what follows, I shall take up in detail the re-
sults of but 3 observers, to show that the data ob-

1 Address of the vice-president and chairman
of Section H, Anthropology and Psychology, Amer-
ican Association for the Advancement of Science,

. New York meeting, December, 19186,




