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SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS

Proressor Rem HunT, of the Harvard Med-
ical School, has been elected president of the
American Society of Pharmacology and Ex-
perimental Therapeutics.

Ar the fifteenth annual meeting of the
American Anthropological Association held in
New York, from December 26 to 29, officers for
the ensuing year were elected as follows:
President, Alfred L. Kroeber, Affiliated Col-
leges, San Francisco; Secretary, Alfred M.
Tozzer, Harvard University; Treasurer, Neil
M. Judd, U. S. National Museum; Editor,
Pliny E. Goddard, American Museum of Nat-
ural History.

Ar the recent thirtieth anniversary celebra-
tion of the Michigan College of Mines, Dr.
M. E. Wadsworth, the first president of the
college, now emeritus dean and professor of
mining geology in the school of mines of the
University of Pittsburgh, gave the address,
his subject being “ The Michigan College of
Mines in the Nineteenth Century.”

Ar the meeting of the Philosophical Soci-
ety of Washington on January 20, the retiring
president, Dr. Lyman J. Briggs, will give the
address on “ The Living Plant as a Physical
System.”

Tae Society of Chemical Industry has
awarded the Perkins medal to Dr. Ernst
Twitchell. The presentation will be made by
Dr. Charles F. Chandler on the evening of
January 19. It will be followed by addresses
by Dr. A. C. Langmuir on “The Twitchell
Process in the Glycerin Trade,” and by Martin
H. Tttner on “ The Twitchell Process in the
Soap and Candle Industry.”

AccorpiNG to the Journal of the American
Medical Association, the Alvarenga prize,
awarded annually by the Swedish Medical
Association, has for 1916 been given to Dr. E.
Nilsson for his comprehensive study of the
physical development and fitness for military
service of the young men of Sweden between
1861 and 1918. The association distributed
eleven other prizes. The jubilee prize was
given to H. B. Lundborg for his medical-
biologic study of generations of certain
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families in Sweden totaling 2,232 members.
He traced the working of the Mendelian laws
of heredity through nearly 200 years.

Proressor S. A. Forses, of the department
of entomology of the University of Illinois,
has been called to Washington, D. C., to con-
sult with the members of the United States
Bureau of Entomology, in regard to formu-
lating plans for a campaign against the Hes-
sian fly, of which Professor Forbes has made

a study.

Dr. F. R. Watson, of the department of
physies of the University of Illinois, who has
made several years’ research on the subject of
acoustics, is being consulted by the United
States navy officials concerning the acoustical
conditions necessary for sound-proof radio
rooms on battleships. It has become highly
ilnportant that the wireless operator on a
battleship be able to receive messages without
interruption by outside noises, and the Navy
Department is searching for a sound-proof
room where the operator can work without in-
terference.

NorTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY has appointed a
loeal committee to ecooperate with the National
Research Council in its service for the United
States government. The committee is com-
posed of the following persons: For the board
of trustees, Messrs. James A. Patten, Irwin C.
Rew, William S. Mason, Theodore W. Robin-
son. For the alumni, Dr. Chas. H. Mayo,
Rochester, Minn., Dr. W. E. Danforth, Evans-
ton, Ill. For the faculty, Professors Henry
Crew, D. R. Curtiss, Ulysses S. Grant, Philip
Fox and William A. Locy, of the College of
Liberal Arts; Professors A. B. Kanavel, A. 1.
Kendall, J. H. Long and S. W. Ranson, of the
Medical School; Professor John H. Wigmore,
of the Law School; Professor O. H. Basquin,
of the College of Engineering; and Professors
Arthur D. Black and Thomas L. Gilmer, of the
Dental School.

THE Aurora, under the command of Captain
Davis, sailed from Port Chalmers, New Zeal-
and, for the Antarctic on December, with Sir
Ernest Shackleton on board. Sir Ernest will
command the land opergtions for relief of the
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members of the expedition marooned in Ross
Sea, and is hopeful of finding Lieutenant Mac-
intosh’s party well. Before the departure of
the Awurora a civic reception was given at
Dunedin in honor of Sir Ernest Shackleton,
who arrived there in company with Dr. R. Me-
Nab, minister of marine.

Dr. BarToON WARREN EVERMANN, of the Mu-
seum of the California Academy of Sciences,
spent a portion of December in the east. He
represented the academy as a delegate at the
dedication of the new building of ceramics at
the University of Illinois. At the annual
meeting of the Indiana Academy of Science at
Indianapolis, on December 8 and 9, which was
devoted chiefly to papers dealing with a cen-
tury of science in Indiana, he presented a
paper on “ A Century of Zoology in Indiana.”
At a meeting of the Washington Biological So-
ciety Dr. Evermann spoke on the work the
California Academy of Sciences is doing in
the installation of habitat groups, illustrating
his remarks with colored slides. The same ad-
dress was given at Butler University.

Prorrssor R. A. MiLLIKAN, of the University
of Chicago, will give on the Hitchcock Foun-
dation at the University of California, the fol-
lowing lectures:

¢¢Electricity in the Nineteenth Century.’’

¢¢X-rays and the Birth of the New Physies.’’

‘“The Electron—Its Isolation and Measure-
ment.’’

¢¢Brownian Movements and Sub-electrons.’’

¢‘The Structure of the Atom.”’

¢¢The Nature of Radiation.’’

Proressor E. P. Lewis, of the University of
California, recently lectured at the State Uni-
versity of Towa on the following subjects:
“ The Multiple States of Nitrogen as Indicated
by Its Spectra,” “ The Spectroscopic Explora-
tion of the Heavens,” and “The Electrical
Properties of Flames.”

Dr. LeweLLys F. BARKER, of the Johns Hop-
kins University, delivered an address on “ In-
ternal Secretions,” before the Medical Society
of the City and County of Denver, on Decem-
ber 26.

Ar the stated meeting of the Geographic So-
ciety of Chicago on January 12, Professor Em-
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manuel de Martonne, associate professor of
geography, of the University of Paris, gave an
illustrated lecture entitled, “ The Battle Fields
of France.”

JoHN FINLAYSON, an explorer, for whom Fin-
layson River and Finlayson Lake in Yukon
territory were named, died on January 8, aged
one hundred and five years. Finlayson, who
was a native of Scotland, prospected and mined
gold in California and Oregon until he was
eighty-six years old and then went to British
Columbia and Yukon territory, where he ex-
plored large areas in which white men had
never penetrated.

Mg. Dawier Oniver, F.R.S., died on Decem-
ber 23, at his residence at Kew, in his eighty-
seventh year. He was professor of botany at
University College, London, from 1861 to 1888,
and afterwards keeper of the herbarium and
library at Kew Gardens.

Mg. F. W. LEVANDER, editor of the Journal
and Memoirs of the British Astronomical Asso-
ciation, died on December 20, aged seventy-
seven years.

ProFessor JEaN BapTisTE A. CHAUVEAU, the
eminent biologist, member of the Section of
Agriculture of the French Academy of Seci-
ences and of the Academy of Medicine, died
on January 4, in Paris.

THE manuscript for a report on “ The Peat
Deposits of Connecticut” was in the hands of
Dr. Charles A. Davis, of the Bureau of Mines,
at the time of his death. Careful search has
failed to locate this manuseript. It is possible
that it had been sent for ecriticism to some
scientific worker and had not been returned.
Any one who has knowledge regarding this
manuscript is requested to address Professor
Herbert E. Gregory, Yale University, New
Haven, Conn.

AT the first session of the American Con-
gress on Internal Medicine, held in New York
on December 28 and 29, there was founded the
new American College of Physicians, and
sixty-five physicians were given fellowships,
the selection having been made by the council
of the congress.
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Mgzssrs. JouN WILEY AND Sons, INCORPO-
RATED, write that they supply filing-card an-
nouncements of their new books covering sci-
entific and technical subjects, in accordance
with the plan recommended by Mr. Wilhelm
Segerblom in the issue of SciENCE for January

5. They will send copies of these cards to those.

who may be interested.

UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL
: NEWS

Tue Billings family of Chicago, headed by
Mr. C. K. G. Billings, has given one million
dollars to the University of Chicago toward
the endowment of the medical school. The
money is to be used to provide a hospital in
connection with the school.

Tee late Mr. John D. Archbold has be-
queathed the sum of $500,000 to Syracuse Uni-
versity. '

Mr. JacoB H. Scuirr has given the sum of
$50,000 to New York University toward the
fund of $300,000 for the division of public
affairs in the school of commerce.

THE alumni of Harvard University plan to
collect a fund of ten million dollars for the
permanent endowment fund of the university.

Proressor A. A. Noves, director of the re-
search laboratory of physical chemistry at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, will
spend the next five months at Throop College,
Pasadena, Cal, where the new -chemistry

"building will be occupied about February 1.

Dr. RoswELL ANGIER, assistant professor of
psychology at Yale University, will during the
second half year give at Yale University one
of the courses given by the late Hugo Miinster-
berg. The other courses will be given by
Assistant Professor H. S. Langfeld and Dr.
L. T. Troland.

Tue Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation states that the senate of Queen’s Uni-
versity, Kingston, Ont., has issued a memo-
randum covering its objections to the action
of the University of Toronto in deciding to
establish in 1918 a six-year academic course in
medicine. A conference had been held be-

tween representatives of the two universities
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but no other universities interested in Canada
had been asked to participate in that confer-
ence. Queen’s University says that the pro-
posalg come at a time when there is an unusual
demand for the services of medical men from
the British and Canadian governments, and
that the great need for medical men will not
immediately cease when the war is over.

DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE
THE INFLUENCE OF DISEASE IN THE
EXTINCTION OF RACES

OsBoRrN! hag called our attention to the part
disease may have played in the extinction of
certain mammalian groups especially. He
based his suggestion on the prevalence of cer-
tain diseases among modern mammals, such
as Texas fever, “ rinderpest,” biliary fever and
the disease transmitted by the tse-tse fly. He
says:

Thus in these diseases we have all the conditions
favorable for the wide distribution of insect-borne
diseases which in past times may have attacked
various types of quadrupeds and resulted in exter-
mination before natural immunity was acquired.

He did not, however, cite any instances in
which disease is known to have played a part
among the fossil vertebrates, and it is not
likely that epidemic diseases of which he spoke
should leave an impress on the skeleton.

The writer? has already indicated how a
study of pathological lesions on fossil bones
may show something of the widespread nature
of disease in geological time. During the
past few months there have been accumulated
evidences of at least a score of diseases which
are suggested by the lesions found on the
petrified skeletal remains. Since the detailed
description of these will appear elsewhere, it
will only be necessary to say here that disease,
as indicated by the above-mentioned lesions,
was widespread quite early in the history of
the early vertebrates. Pathological bones
have so far not been noted in the early or

1 H. F. Osborn, American Naturalist, Vol. XL.,
p. 836, 1906.

2 Sc1eNcE, N. 8., Vol. XLIII., No. 1108, pp. 425-

426, 1916. American Journal of Science, Vol. XLL.,
pp. 530-531, 1916,




