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T H E  COLUMBUS MEETING OIr T B E  AMER- 

ICAN ASSOCIATION FOE THE AD-


VANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 


THEarrangements for the Columbus meet- 
ing of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science are taking definite shape -

and a large attendance and an interesting 
program are certain. 

The following affiliated societies have already 
indicated their intention of meeting at Colum- 
bus at the same time: 

American Society of Naturalists. 

American Society of Zoologists. 

American Physical Society. 

Bot,mical Society of America. 

Botanists of the Central States. 

American Pliytopathological Society. 

Entomological Society of America. 

American Association of Economic Entomologists. 

American Mathematical Society (Chicago Branch). 

American Nature-Study Society. 

American Microscopic~al Society. 

Society for Horticultural Science. 

Association of Official Seed Analysts of America. 

American Federation of Teachers of the Mathe-


matical and the Natural Sciences. 
The School Garden Association of America. 

Some slight conflict, owing to the fact that 
the committee, designated to take charge of 
the Second Pan-American Scientific Congress 
to be held in Washington, without consulta- 
tion with the officers of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science or, appar- 
ently, with other well-posted scientific men in 
this country, changed the date of the Congress 
from October, 1915, to December 27, 1915-
January 8, 1916, thus occupying a large part 
of the time already set aside for the meetings 
of many national scientific organizations, 
nearly all of which are to meet elscwhere than 
in Washington. 

The group of economic and historical soci- 
eties have met this unfortunate situation by 
changing their plans to meet in Washington. 
Their sessions are to be held during the first 
week of the Congress. The American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science and its 
affiliated societies, however, owing to the fact 
that the Congress is to be devoted very largely 
to economic subjects, have seen no reason to 

alter their plans and will carry forward the 
Columbus meeting which every indication 
shows will be eminently successful. 

The authorities of tho congress, however, 
are anxious to secure some degree of coopera- 
tion from the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and its affiliated 
societics and have extended an invitation to 
thesc organizations to come to Washington at 
the conclusion of the Columbus meeting and 
attend the meetings of the second week of the 
congress (January 3-8,1916). I t  has also been 
suggested by the assistant secretary general of 
tlie congress (Dr. G. L. Swiggett), that the 
association might to advantage hold an ad-
journed session of one day in Washington to 
indicate its desire to assist in welcoming the 
delegates from other American countries to the 
United States. 

Whether this invitation will be accepted is 
a matter which can not well be decided until 
the Columbus meeting. That such a session 
of the association should be called an adjourned 
session from Columbus would, in a way, be 
discrediting the Columbus hosts of the asso-
ciation, since the coming meeting should be 
definitely known as the Columbus meeting and 
not as the Columbus-Washington meeting. I t  
might, however, be arranged so that the Amer- 
ican Association could hold a special session 
at  Washington on some one of the dates indi- 
cated and which need not in any way detract 
from the success of the Columbus meeting or 
from tlie fact that the convocation week mect- 
ing of 1915-1916 shall go down to history as 
the Columbus meeting. 

2. 0.HOWARD, 
Permanent Xeoretary 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

TIIEspring meeting of the American Chem- 
ical Society for 1916 will be held in Urbana, 
Illinois, April 18 to 21, inclusive. At that 
time the new chemical laboratory of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, said to be the largest in the 
world, will be dedicated. 

MR. E. W. SWANTON has been elected presi- 
dent of the British Mycological Society. 
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PROFESSOR formerly professor EBERTH, of 
pathologic anatomy in Halle, discoverer of the 
typhoid bacillus, celebrated his eightieth birth- 
day on September 21. 

THE officers elected by the Medical Research 
Club of the University of Illinois for the 
year 1915-16 are: Dr. J. J. Moore, president, 
and Dr. Roy L. Moody, secretary. 

DR. TIIEODOREMORTENSEN,curator of the 
National Museum at  Copenhagen, is in. Los 
Angeles conducting scientific research as a 
guest of the biology department of the Uni- 
versity of Southern California. 

DR. DANIEL J. MCCARTHY,professor of med- 
ical jurisprudence in the University of Penn- 
sylvania, has returned from the American 
Ambulance Hospital in Paris  and will make 
a report on tho influence of the war on the 
nervous system and mental future of the sol- 
diers. 

MARGARETHARWOOD later(Radcliffe, 'Ol), 
a t  Harvard Observatory until June, 1912, and 
since then, by annual award, astronomical 
fellow of the Nantucket Maria Mitchell AS- 
sociation, has been appointed for an indefinite 
term fellow of the association and director of 
its observatory. This year, which is the 
"quadrennial " provided for in the fellowship, 
Miss Harwood is studying a t  the University 
of California. Her new year a t  the Nantucket 
Observatory will begin June  15, 1916. A five 
hundred dollar Maria Mitchell fellowship for 
research work a t  Harvard Observatory will be 
available for the three years 1916 to 1919. 

PROFESSOR the ofH. RIES,of department 
geology, of Cornell University, will give a 
course of ten lectures on economic geology, at 
Columbia University during the first term, 
in the absence of Professor J. F. Kemp, who 
is absent on leave. 

AT the November meeting of the Central 
Association of Science and Mathematics 
Teachers, Professor L. C. Karpinsky, of the 
University of Michigan, will give a paper on 
the story of algebra. After this paper an  
hour will be devoted to the discussion of the 
place of the history of mathematics in ele-
mentary science. 

PROFESSOR 0.HOFMAN,HEINRICH acting head 
of the department of mining and metallurgy a t  
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, ad- 
dressed on October 20 the Franklin Institute 
in Philadelphia on "The Metallurgy of 
Copper." 

THEopening address a t  the college of medi- 
cine, University of Illinois, was delivered by 
Dr. Wm. EI. Welker, assistant professor of 
physiological chemistry. 

INhis annual report, President Charles F. 
Thwing, of Western Reserve University, pays 
tributes to Dr. Dudley P. Allen and Dr. Hunter 
H. Powell, referred to as having performed 
distinguished services as members of the 
faculty of the School of Medicine. President 
Thwing says : 

Among the gifts included in the donation of 
$1,000,000 for the endowment of the School of 
Medicine was the sum of $40,000 given by mem- 
bers of this board with the request that this sum 
be used in some form to give aid to the work in 
which Dr. Powell was interested. I therefore ven- 
ture to renew a recommendation made in a previ- 
ous report that a fund be formally established to 
bear the name of Dr. Powell, of which the income 
shall (be used for the support of the department 
to which he gave his life. To the $40,000 which 
should be thus set aside might fittingly be added 
at least $10,000. I also beg leave to express the 
hope that, in recognition of Dr. Allen's great 
service rendered to the cause of surgery in and 
through the School of Medicine, a special fund 
may be secured to bear his name, the income of 
which shall be used for research in the science of 
surgery, or for the support of its practise. 

AT the meeting of the faculty of the Cor- 
nell University Medical College held a t  the 
College ,on Friday, October 15, 1915, the fol- 
lowing memorial was read and adopted: 

Austin Flint, M.D., LL.D., professor emeritus 
in the Cornell University Medical College, passed 
away September 22, 1915, in the eightieth year of 
his age. A student of Claude Bernard and of 
Robin, he early achieved distinction. Thus, in 
1862, at the age of twenty-five, he discovered a 
substance in human feces which he called ster- 
corin, recognizing it as a derivative of eholesterin. 
This discovery was awarded honorable mention 
by the Institute of France. I t  did not receive full 
recognition lbeeause of an unfavorable pronounce- 
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ment by Hoppe-Seyler. However, 1n 1896, ster-
corin was again discovered, this time by Bond-
xynski, and given the name of koprosterin. To 
Flint, however, working with older, cruder met,h- 
ods, belongs the credit of having first isolated the 
substance in pure crystalline form. Austin Flint 
was one of the greatest teachers of the old school 
of American medicine. A forceful orator and 
skilled experimentalist, he was the first in this 
country to expound the doctrines of the Freilch 
school of physiology which in his early life was 
a t  the height of its renown. Dr. Flint took pride 
in being of the fifth generation of noted physi- 
cians, his great-grandfather and his father hav- 
ing borne the name Austin Flint, a name which 
outlives him in a surviving son. We, the faculty 
of Cornell University Medical College, with which 
Dr. Flint was a~sociated during ten ycars, bereby 
record our appre~iatiollof this lifc and beg to 
tender our  sympathies to hi? family. 

A r i ~ u s ~ u s  D u  RON, for  thir ty  years pro- JAY 
Sessor of civil engineering i n  the SheEeld 
Scientific School, Yale University, died a t  his 
home i n  New Bavcn, on October 19, a t  t h e  age 
of sixty-six years. 

Fisheries: '' That  the British Association for  
the Advancement of Science, believing t h a t  the 
higher education of the nation is of supreme 
importance i n  the present crisis of our his-
tory, t rusts  that  his Majesty's government will, 
by continuing i ts  financial support, maintain 
thc  efficiency of teaching and research i n  the 
universities and university colleges of the 
United Kingdom." 

TIIRgcological department of Yale Univer- 
sity has siiice 1871 graduated 50 men and 2 
worncrt with the degree ol' tloetol- oS philos- 
ophy. Of these 50 are living, and all but  4 
are  following geology as a profession. U p  to 
1890 the  clcgree was conferred upon 7, during 
the decade 1890-1900 upon 8, from 1900 to 
1910 upon 22, and since t h m  upon 15. Of 
those following the  profession, 1 5  are pro-
lessors and 6 are assistrtnt professors or in-
structors i n  universities, 11 are geologists on 
the  Geological Siirvcy of Canada and 5 on 
the Unitc,d Stalcs Geological Survey, 5 aro 
stale geologists, ancl 3 are citrators of geolog- 

Tirrc REV.FKSJTFR M. CI~ARROPPIN, ical c~ollections i n  public museums. CI-~ARLES 
S.J., a n  astronomer, arlrl formerly head of the 
department of science of St. I'ouis University, 
dictl a t  St. Charles, Mo., on October 17. 

RIW. ~ ~ I ( : J I A E T ,J. TUI,I.Y, S.J., died on 
October 20, a t  the agc of thirty-nine years, a t  
Fordllam University, New York. Father  Tully 
hntl ocacupied the chair of chemistry i n  Bostoli 
Collcgc, a t  I-Ioly Crois, St. Francis Xavier 
and Fordham University. 

ED~ARII  Mrvclrrx, ofA. F.R.S., professor 
protozoology i n  the University of T,ondorr, has 
died a t  the age of forty-ninc ycars. 

PRO~I~SSOR6. A. EWAI,D,of Rrrlin, tlistin- 
guished for his work on discases of the  
stomach, for  thir ty  years cclitor of the Rerlinei, 
kliizischa Wochenschrifl, died on September 
20, i n  his sevcntieth ycar. 

AT the reccrrt mecting i n  Manchcster, as we 
learn from Nature, the gcncral cornmittec of 
t h e  British Association unanimonsly adoptecl 
tho following resolution, which has been for- 
warded to the Pr imc  Minister, thc Chancellor 
of t h e  Exchequer and t h c  Presidents of the 
Board of Education arid of Agriculture and 

UNZVI$&BSITYAND RDUCA3'10Ndl;  N E W S  

T n ~ c  sum of about $400,000 lras hccn snb- 
scribed in the  IJniversity of Michigan alumni 
campaign for  $1,000,000 with which to build 
and endow a horrre for thc Michig;~n Union, 
as a memorial to Dr.  James B. Angell, presi- 
tlenl, emeritus. 

I )~ i r ,n~van~ a t  Nc~vark, has reccived Coi , r ,e~~,  
a gif t  of $500,000, f rom a donor whose name 
is withheld, for the construction and mainte- 
llance of buildings. 

l'rri: contracts have bccrl :xwarilcd for  the 
erection of a new biological laboratory a t  the 
TJniversity of Nebraska t o  housc thc dcpart- 
riicrits of botany and  zoology. Thc  building 
will be a memorial to  the la tc  Charles E. 
23cssey arid will bc lrriown as  "Besscy fIal1." 
The main building will consist of threc floors 
and a bascment fifty by two hundrcd ancl 
thirty-fivc fcct with a short wing a t  each end. 
C:recnhouscs and vivaria will Be connected 
with the building. 


