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number of chemical individuals and to differ- 
entiate a vastly larger number. For simple 
differentiation, however, it  should be under- 
stood that  it is not necessary that any data be 
known since sulfieient may usually be obtained 
in five minutes or 10~s.  

It is obvious that by the use of petrographic 
methods in chemical tvorli an immenqe amount 
of time can be saved, a saving that overwhelm- 
ingly counterbalances the initial cost of ccyuip-
ment and the rather ilnimportaiit trouble of 
learning the nletllods. With numerous sub-
stancbes the neceqsity lor tedious cjualilative 
airalysis can be obviated or a t  lcast greatly 
limited. Reagents or precipitates, where ex-
trcnlely accurate results are not songht, may 
be examined for purity wit11 scarcely more 
than a glancc. This is of great value in vari- 
ous pl~ases of drug examination or general 
i n r l~~e t ion  I n  this laboratory the petro- worlc. 
graphic nlicroscope has supplanted a large 
amount of routine chemical analysis with a 
conseclucnt saving of both time and reagents. 

This paper is written with tllc purpoqe of 
calling to tlic attention of clicinizts t l ~fact 
that, ~vllile the petrographic mic.roqc.o],e can 
never en tircly supplant chemical anxlycic, it 
may be and actually is an aid which can not 
fail to be of very great service both to the 
research anil to the commercial worker. 

WILLI~~MH. FRY 

TO TITI: BYI>RICAN PIITSICAT, SOCIETY 

TK liis X I I Y ~ O U ~ C C I Y I C ~ ~June  25th to thc of 
mcrnljers of t l ~ e  Arncricars Physical Socicty, 
Professor Cole expresses the fcar that there 
will not be rooni 011 the program of the 8an 
Francisco mccting of August 6 for many 
papera from caiicrn membcrs. Fvidcntly Pro- 
fezsor Cole has ovcrcqtimaterl the mlrnbers or 
the scientific activity of the members of the 
P1i;vsical Society on thc Pacific Coast. 

It ii the belief of the coast committee on 
prograrn that there will be ample time for the 
reading of all papers that our eastern mem- 
bers are milling to present, and accordingly 

this coriimittee especially invites papers from 
the eastern members a t  this session. 

FERYANDO
SAXFORD, 
E. P. L~wrs, 

For LAC Conz.nzittec! 

A C'ORRCCTION 

PAY 1 Le allowed to call attention to a 
printer's error in my article entitled " Some 
Reasons for Saving the Gc~nus," w11ich was 
publishcd in  Scr~scefor June  IS, 1915? The 
concluding sentence (p. 902) was rendered en- 
tirely ineffective by the omii3ion of a line. The 
sente~lce rhould read: " I n  this conflict the 
'gencral biologist' should, I think, lend his 
slipport to that faction wliic~li shows the higher 
regard for the interests of tllc scientific public." 

F. R. SUMNER 

A CIIICR~CNWITH FOUR mas 
0 s  December 15, 1914, a chiclien was 

hatched owt of one of our settings which had 
four legs. It lived from one evening to the 
next noon when it mas stepped upon bp the 
niother-hen and killed. It sccnled to be normal 
in every other respect, eating and walking 
aboilt like the others, of the usual markings 
and full sizt. but not uniisually large. 

The two extra legs mere a t  either side of the 
extrcme rear of the body, appeared to be com- 
plete i11 all the essentials, having the three 
maill toes and the small toe toecther >tit11 toe- 
nails. 'I'hese extrn legs were abont two thirds 
the size of the principal ones, mere a lighter 
,~c~llo\c the toes facing the in color mtd had 
rear, the opposite to tlsc ordii~nry ones. 
hl wallriilg, the chiclten curled up t l ~ c  extra 

legs behind it, nsing only tlre principal ones. 
It was of the Plymouth Bock breed and 

nothing unrssual was aoticeable aboiit any of 
the cqgs of the setting. Tlrere did not seem 
to be anything nnusual in the fertility of the 
eggs-hatchillys running from two to eleven 
chicltcas. Six eggs of the setting in question 
hatched and all the remaindcr appear entirely 
nonnal. 

This specin~en was sent to the Museum of 
the Escuela de Agricultra here. 

C. D. PERRINE 
Chx~osa,December 02, 1914 


