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SCIENCE 


DR. 11. E. BOYCOTT,F.R.S., has been ap-
pointed director of the Graham Research Labo- 
ratory, the University of London, in succession 
to Dr. Charles Bolton. 

DR.A. CASTELLAN,distinguished for his re- 
searches on pathogenic bacteria, has been 
elected to a newly established professorship of 
tropical diseases a t  the IJniversity of Naples. 

D's ISCuSS~ON AND C*nRESPoNDENCE 

THE HALL O F  FAME 

THE most accurate expression of opinion of 
the people of the United States regarding 

plorers, with missionaries; surgeons, with 
physicians; architects, with engineers. Musi-
cians, painters, sculptors, etc., are designated 
as artists. The order is that of the number of 
members elected and of votes received. Three 
elections have been held, in 1900, 1908 and 
1910. The number of candidates elected in  
each and all of these elections, the number of 
candidates who have received votes, and the 
percentage of the votes for each class are given 
in the later columns. A few scatterinn votes -
are not included. The last column gives the 
three highest votes cast in 1910 for candidates 
not yet elected. 
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Class --

1 

Authors..................... 

Statesmen.................. 

Soldiers, ssi lors.. ........ 

Preachers ................. 

Lawyers..................... 

Tnventors .................. 

Scientists.. ................. 

Philantl~ropists........... 

Educators.. ................ 

Artists....................... 

Missionaries.. ............. 

Physicians.................. 

Engineers.. ................ 

Business men.............. 

Others.. .................... 


All. ....................... 


Hall of Fame 
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2 2 16 15 6 
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0 1 0 16 1 ... 

......... 

The disparity in  the numbers elected from 
the different classes is very marlred. It is hard 
to believe that there are more famous authors 
and statesmen than in all other walks of life, 
or that there are twelve authors more famous 
than any American missionary, physician, 
engineer or business man. Apparently, the 
only reason that the number of statesmen 
clected was not greater than that of authors, 
was owing to the greater number of candi-
dates. Among so many, the votes were 
scattered. The low position in the table of 
the physicians is noteworthy, and the absence 
of votes for the philanthropists after two 
were elected. Under the past system few men 
could be elected unless they were authors or 

fanlous Americans is to be found in the 
elections of the IIall of Fame. This institu- 
tion has been organized with the greatest care, 
and, althoiigh i t  is probable that some worthy 
names are omitted, no unworthy person is 
likely to be elected. I t  appears, however, from 
the following table, that equal prominence is 
not given to different departments of human 
Iiuowledge. Steps are being taken in the elec- 
tion of 1915 to remedy this difficulty. It is 
hoper1 that i t  will be successful. The urgent 
neer1 of the change is the object of this paper. 
The class is given in the first column of the 
table. Rulers are included with statesmen; 
theologians, with preachers; judges, with 
lawyers ; reformers, with philanthropists ; ex-
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statesmen. Of the eleve11 writers of fiction, 
rlino were elected, while, of the ten authors 
who wrote on serious subjects, only three mere 
chosen. As the judges are men of literary 
taites, they were more familiar with the work 
of the authors than of me11 in tlic otE~er 
classes. 'I'he uniformity of the percentages in  
diff'crent years is very marl~etl. This renders 
rnore conspicuou.: the rrlatively sxnall vote for 
authors in 1000. If  forty votes had elected i n  
1910, three of the six urho were chosen moulci 
have been statesmen. 

As the total number of votes cart was 8,645, 
three fourths of thcin were wasted; 2,060 votes 
wonlil 11a~-c given the fortj-one men cleetcd 
fifty votes each. 

paraffin added, anti t h ~  whole thing cooled in 
water. The water cools the parnRiii and also 
dissolves away the gelatine capsulc, leaving 
the objects imbcclrlcd in a neat cylindrical plug. 
,.lhere  are some objections, however, to this 
mcthocl. (1) Tllc great danger of losing the 
objects during the process of traiirferrilig tllcrlt 
with R p i p ~ t t c  from one reagent to another, 
and (2) tile entl of tllc paraffin c.ylincler at 
rvhich the eggs loilqc i~ rourlded and licnce 
difficult to cut. This latter obstacle was over- 
come by hretaalf's s~rggestiorrhf rei~nbcdding 
the objccts in a TAcfcvre watch glars aiid hence 
removing t h ~  ilifficulty of having a round end 
to thc mold. IIe found this successful with his 
preparations 01Opuli?za. But even still there 

C. PICICERINGEDWARD i-; great troi~blc attcntling tht+ dehyclrrition of 
Mny 25, 1915 

A M c T l l O D  FOR I&lIlEDDJNG SJI lLL OBJECTS 

ITis quite a task to carry mimltc objects, 
as protozoa or eggs of sea urchins, etc., through 
the alcoliols anrl get them safely ilnbeilded in 
paraffin, without losing most if not all of 
them on the way. 'cfevrel dcscribcd a watch 
crystal desiqncd by hini for the pnuposo of im- 
betltling small objccts. This crystal had a small 
rcc~tnngular-ilrapcd slit in the bottom about 
12 x "5 3 Inill. This could be given a thin 
coat of glycerine and the objects placed in i t  
by means of a pipette, and then the melted 
paraffin ponred over them. When cold the 
parafin can be rcinoved with the objects im- 
bcrlilcd in the slnall rectangular block which 
is easily triinnied for cutting. Lefevre sug- 
gestecl that thc objects might be carried 
through the dehydration stages irr the crystal, 
by drawing off the liqnids with a pipette. This 
ho~l-ever,as late]. pointed out by lfayer, would 
remove the possibility ol: coating the crystal 
with glycerine and h(~nce make i t  nearly im- 
possible to remove the paraEn block when cold. 
3rayer2 suggests an improven~cllt by transfer- 
ring the objects from absolute alcohol into 
srnall gelatinc capsulcs. They may be cleared 
wit11 xylol ill the capsale and the11 rneltccl 

1 T?tc Jour. of Apglicd Bfictoscop?~,Val. V , pp. 
2080-0081. 

2 Zcitsc71r. f .  tctiss. AVi7k 111 i7;r.rosZ.. I&.  Technik, 
Rcl. 21. 

thesc srnall bodies by trailsferring them from 
one watch crystal to another with :I. pipette or 
by drawing off the liquids with the pipette and 
lcaring the objccts in the dish. To nlalrr this 
task easier I suggest the follomillg lncthoii 
which T have fount1 succcssfr~l miill the eggs of 
sea urchins and Gerebralulus lacteus. 

A ~ F R V Ytvoo(1~11 base is obtained with l~oles 
bored in i t  of n proper si7r to permit ordinary 
homeopathic phials to stand uprigllt in them, 
The size of phial T have fonntl most conveni- 
e i ~ t  is about ten rerltimeters long and thrce in 
diameter. Tlicse phial? are fitted with corlrs 
and then fillctl with the reagents desired in 
the process of fixation and clehydration. The 
next step it1 the prc.paration is to get some 
gclatine capsules (6 X 11mm.) and give then1 
a thin coat of shellac (shellac dissolved in 98 
pcr cent. ~ilcohol). This coat is best nppliccl 
by irnmcrsing the capsules for a minute in 
a thin solution of the shellac and then staid- 
ing t l~em up on a flat snrface to dry. Care 
must be talicn to see that the capsules are 
completely immersed in  the shellac solution so 
as to insure thc coating of the insidc sirrfnce. 
When dry take a fine needle and heat the point 
red hot ant1 with i t  pierce a hole in the mall 
of the capsule about two millin~eters from the 
top and another nl)ont thrce millimderq from 
the bottom. Tliis is to permit a tliorougli 
drainage of the rcageuts through the capsule. 
A fine wire can ilow bc fastenell to the rim of 

8 A~clz,f. Prr~tistei~kzlilclc,1'01. 13, p. 195. 


