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IjCCTT'RE IT., AFTER liISTER 

3 r ~ . ; r r ~ ~ n n - ithe clolninant note mas onc of 
(1cspai1- and clefeat. 'L'o-day the donlinarit 
note sh:~ll  be one of joy and victory. 

I~istcacl of hospitals reeliinq with pus and 
erul~ticdby leiri rib, of opevation after opern- 
tion, when the roll was called, reporting a 
mortitlity of 40 per cent., 50, 75, 90, and 
even 100 per cent.-we have hospitals of 
iri~nracl~latewhiteness ancl emptied by qmick 
recovery, while the roll-call of oper a t'lorls 
reveals very Sew nlortalities exceeding I0  
per cent.; most of them having fallcn 10 
5 per cent., 2 pcr cent., 1 per cent., and 
CTTC~I  sinall fractions of 1per cent. 

The story of Lister's work as recorded 
in Iiis snccessive papers1 is one of the most 
fascinating in all surgery. Iris earlieqt 
stnclie3, from 1853 to 1863. were in physiol- 
ogy and pathology. Next he took u p  his 
researches on p ~ ~ t r e f a c t i o i ~  (or m we should 
now say infection and suppuration) which 
led to his devising the antiseptic system. 
H e  was inflllenced to make these observa- 
tions and experiments, which he applied 
with such signal success to surgical prob- 
lems, by Pasteur 's earlier researches. B e  
always clieerfully acknowledgecl his debt 
to the eminent Frenchman. When a stu- 
dent in Paris in 1865 I lrnem~ I'ouchet fils 
and was an interested spectator in the fight 
between Pasteur and Pouchet's father as 
to spontaneous generation. I;emaire7s book 
on "Acicle PhPniqne" (carbolic acid) was 
published in that same year. 

Racteriolom did not exist as a science, 
bnt Pasteur, J~is ter  and a few of the elect 

1 Lister 's Collected Palrels, 2 vols., Oxford, 
1909. 


