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dents Commission, September 2'i to 20. On 
Selttember 23, oil the athletic ficld of the 
Panama-Pacific International Exposition, 
therc will be a mine-rescue clemonstratioli a t  
10 o'clock; at 2 o'clocli in t l ~ e  afternoon there 
will be a .first-aid demonstration; anti at  4 
o'clock: u demonstration of the explosibility 
01coal clusl. On September 24, a t  10 o'cloclc, 
will be held a first-aid cc~ntest for inter-state 
supremacy; at 2 i n  the afternoon a rescue 
contest for inter-state supremacy; a t  4 in the 
afternoon a rocli drilling contest, anrl a t  8 
o'clocl; in tlic evening, Lhere will be an award 
of and souvenirs at the convention 
hall. 

UATTPERSITP A N D  BDUCATIBNAL NET178 

7'11); Illinois legislature has passed a bill ap- 
propriating $5,000,000 for the nFie of the Uiri- 
vcrsity of Tlliaois for the bienlliilin heginning 
July 1,1015. This amount lacks but little of 
being the whole of the fund that has accumu- 
lated in the state treasury from the one-mill 
tax voteil four years ago for the supl~ort of the 
state university. 

BY the mill of Miss T3elen Collamorc, of 
Boston, $100,000 is beq~ieathcd to Simmons 
College, $20,000 to Radcliffe College and $10,-
000 primarily to aid women students in post- 
graduate courses in the Nassachusetts Insli- 
tute of Technology. 

THE General Eclucatioil Board plans to enter 
the field ol educatiol~d research by assistiilg 
workers of institution.: of learning, as well as 
supporting experimeilts arid inquiries. Fur-
ther progrcss is reported i n  the project for 
establishing an inrtitute for training public 
health worlrerr. A model county organi7a-
tion will be perfected in Missi~sippi, with the 
cooperation of the s.ti?te superintendent. Scv-
era1 appi*opriations are also anno~~nced,  Two 
hundred thousand dollars are subscril~ecl to the 
Tassar Collcgc endowment fund, $135,000 to 
that  of Dcnison University, Clranvillc, Ohio, 
and $100,000 to Pomona College, Claremont, 
Cal. The sum of $1"L0,650 is appropriated for 
the current year's work ill developing second- 
ary and rural schools for both white and Negro 
races. T l ~ c  bbord has contributecl $21,000 for 

continiling the farm demonstratio~l work for 
chilclren's clubs in Maine and $10,000 in  New 
I-Ianipshire, unilcrtaken with the agricultural 
colleges of t h ~ s e  stntcs. 

P~tov~ssortR. J. Poor, ha5 been chosen by 
thc board of regPnt,s of t11c University of 
Nebraslia t o  be acting head of the department 
of botany, to fill the place rnade vacant by the 
death of Professor Charles E. Bessey. J, E. 
Weaver, for two and one half years coanectcd 
with the botanical department of SVashington 
State College, a~ i ( l  for the past year wit21 the 
botxnical department of the University uf 
Miuncsota, has been appointed asristant pro- 
f c s ~ o r  of botarly in the department. 

DR. Jo~I:~.II t l x  circii~~lstallcc.: PI:TFI~so~\~, of 
who5e r~yignation f ~ o n ithe chair of l>syolsol- 
ogy in the llniversity of Utah l~avc  becn noted 
in  this journal, has hcen appointed proCc-,so~- 
ial l~c tu re r  i i i  the University of Ninnesota. 
Other apljointments a t  r\rinnesota are: E ln~e r  
J. Luad, assistant professor of zoology; Rob- 
ert (2. Asllby, assisiant profcssor of aninla1 
llrisl~anclry; ,Jcfin i\facKiuiion, aqsi~tant ~ T C I -

lessor of nutrition; Li~cilc Piheclcr, nssistaiit 
professor of foods ancl cookcry; Merritt It. 
Grosc, instructor in chen~istrg-, and John C. 
West, instri~cloi* in physical educ~ation. 

Drt. G ~ o c c ~ cTV. Con~ii~lt,now on Lhe staft' 
for gynecology of Johns II'oplriris University, 
has been appointed assistant professor of 
anatomy, and I. C. Hal!. fornzerly of the 
Cnitcr laboratoriecr, a~s is tant  professor of 
bacteriology, in the University of California. 
dl. thc FTl~iversity of Illiilois Robert S t e r -  

all, professor of chelnistry in the Utxl-1 Agri- 
ex~ltural College has been appointed associate 
professor of soil fertility and assi-tant chief 
in soil fertility i n  the Aqr icul t~~ra lEx11elai-
nrent Station. Gilbert Gussler, of the Urli-
.r crsi ty of Ohio, ha.; becn appointed nssociatc 
in animal husbandry in tlrc Cullcge of Agri-
cl~lturc. R. D. Carmicbael, of the tT11ive~-
siiy of Indiana, he.; lxcn appoint~d to be as-
sistant professor of rnatlicrrsaLics in the nni-
vcrsity. 

Lcr, E. DICE,I'l1.T). (California, 'In), has 
been appointed inqtrnetor in zoology a t  tho 
Kansas State Agricultural College. 



SCIENCE 


PROFESSORGILBERT GUSLER, of the Ohio 
State University, has been appointed to a 
position as associate in the department of 
animal husbandry of the University of Illi-
nois. 

DISCUSSION AA7D COl1REXPONDENCE 

COMPLEXITY OF THE ALITXANDRIAN SERIES 

UNDERthe tacit encouragement of our fedrral 
and state geological burcans the unfortunate 
practise of continually displacing already well- 
defined and useful terranal titles by new ones, 
oftcn of very doubtful utility, with the idea 
in mind that such continus~l change in nomen- 
clature is the only essential element in the 
advancement of knowleclge, seems to be notst- 
bly increasing rather than showing any appre- 
ciable signs of wane. Lest the shadow perma- 
nentIy be mistalcen for tlie substance every 
contemplated case of renaming demands bp-
forehand thc closest scrutiny. 

It was a similar tendency, a generation ago, 
that led the various geological surveys to dis- 
pense with the services of the paleontologist 
and to adopt the lithologic unit in stratigraphic 
classification and in  cartographic representa- 
tion. I n  new form the remaining mania still 
refuses to be domiled. 

A recent concrete case is the proposal of thc 
name Alcxandi-ian for an  'Early Siluric series 
in the Mississippi Valley. This instance is 
no worse than a multitttde of others. I t  is 
selected a t  random, chiefly because i t  illus- 
trates in  small compass more points than any 
other that  comes to miiid. Moreover, it em- 
phasizes three facts of universal application. 

There is first the doubtful expedient of 
erecting groups so large as that  of series by 
merely throwing together all strata lying be- 
tween two well-lmown horizons. Second, there 
is the pernicious habit of making inconse-
quential additions to or subtractions from al- 
ready defined formations and proposing there- 
for entirely new names, when the old terms 
easily answer without violation of a single 
canon of nomenclature. Tn the third place 
there is little or no consideratio11 of paleo-
geographical conditions. Until the last-named 
factor is recognized in something of its true 
perspective there can be little real progress in  

the solution of the broader problems of local 
statigraphy. 

Now the Siluric section of nort'lieastern Mis- 
souri is quite remarkable because of the fact 
that  it is so meagerly represented, because i t  
is divided medially by a marked plane of un-
conformity, and because there is an overlapping 
of a southern earlier Siluric deposition by a 
northern later one. 

111the proposal of the tern1 Edgewood form:%- 
tion to include the Bowling Green limestone, 
the Noix oijlite, a local phase of what was lator 
called the normal Noix limestone as noted by 
Ulrich, and the lower norinal limestone to 
which recently the name Gyrene limestone 
rvas given, the significance of the notable plane 
of unconformity at  the base of the Bowling 
Green member was completely overloolced. It 
now transpires that the stratigraphic affinities 
of this formation are with the northern, or 
Iowa, section instead of with the southern or 
southern Missouri sequence; that its time rela- 
tions arc with the Mid Siluric rather than with 
the Early Siluric sub-period. I n  consequence 
of these facts Edgemont as a terranal designa- 
tion becomes at  once invalidated. 

By slight change in the original significa- 
tion of the term Noix, as applied to a limestone 
member, this name assumes a useful and valid 
r81e. The appellation Cyrene for a limestone 
becomes wholly unnecessary. If in the north 
Nissouri region the term Alexandrian series 
is to be retained as a permanent stratigraphic 
title with a taxononlic rank of series it will 
have to be restricted in  its application to the 
Siluric strata below the plane of unconformity 
marking the base of the Bowling Green lime- 
stone. 

According to the rule of nomenclature laid 
down by its author the term Alexandrian would 
have to be abandoned and a new title proposed. 
There is urgent need of a serial term for 
the Early Siluric section of the OzarB 
region. It appears a happier treatment of 
the problem to retain a name already in use, 
modifying its delimiting application slightly 
to meet the exigencies of newly discovered rela- 
tionships. Only in this way can the interests 
of stable geologic nomenclature be best sub-


