
SCIENCE 


versity. It would give me personal satisfaction 
and pleasure to nominate yon a t  the maximum 
sahry. I t  would be a great disappointment to me 
and I think also to your friends if you should per- 
sist in your determination to leave the service in 
the university. 

Think this matter over deliberately and let me 
have assurance of your willingness to remain. 

Very cordially, 
W. 0. THOMPSON 

April 21, 1915 
April 27, 1915 

PRESIDENT 0. TEIOMPSON,TV. 
Campus. 
My dear President Tkompsolt: Your letter of 

April 21 came to hand and I have delayed answer- 
ing i t  until I had time to consult with some men, 
both on the campus and off of it, who have the 
welfare of the university at  heart, and men in 
whom I know you have conficlenee. 

I have thought the matter over carefully and 
what I have to say is said deliberately and without 
feeling. I n  answering your urgent appeal to re-
main in the university I can not refrain from re- 
viewing some of the things that have happened in 
the college of agriculture during the twehe years 
that I h a ~ e  been dean. 

I came here twelve years ago to fill the position 
of dean. I had only been out; of college six years, 
most of my associates and colleagues had been my 
teachers. The college was small, the enrollment 
was only 243, about one seventh of the total en-
rollment of the university. The esteem in which 
the college %as held in university circles was not 
high. Townshend Hall and the old horticultural 
building represented the material equipment of 
the college. No winter courses were given, no ex- 
tension work was done, no farmers' week was 
held, no three-year courses existed and combina- 
tion courses with other colleges were unthought of. 
This year the enrollment in the college is 1,478, 
nearly one third of the total enrollment of the uni- 
versity. The college of agriculture of Ohio State 
University is surpassed in enrollment, as reported 
in a recent number of SCIENCE,only by Cornell 
and the University of Wisconsin. The standards 
of the coll.ege of agriculture have been raised, five 
buildings have been built, 250 acres of land have 
been added to the university farm. Most eordial 
relations exist with all the agricultural organiza- 
tions of the state, and the work is held in high 
esttwm by the farmers. 

All of this progress and development h a  not 

been due to the ~ o r k  of any one man, but rather 
to the faithful, conscientious work of every one 
connected with the college, but I insist that in 
this growth and development I have done my share. 

To be summarily demoted without assigning any 
cause and without explanation, as was done by 
the recent action of the board of trustees, I resent. 
I believe that I, my associates and colleagues, and 
the people of the state are entitled to know why 
such action was taken. 

Tt is not that I am enamored with administra- 
tive work, but one thing for which I have always 
prided myself has been frank, open dealing with 
every one and I do not feel that I have been ac- 
corded such treatment by you and the board of 
trustees. However, I could overlook all of that 
and take up the work of a department if I thought 
conditions justified it. But I believe that condi- 
tions in the university are fundamentally wrong in 
that the encroachment of the business administra- 
tion upon the academie has brought about a con-
dition that is rapidly growing intolerable to mem- 
bers of the faculty. Such action as the board hm 
recently taken in reference to me will intimidate 
your faculty, but i t  will not give it a sense of 
pernlanency that is conducive to constructive, e 6 -  
rient work, neither does it develop the spirit of 
loyalty. 

I appreciate the cordial request that you have 
made of me to remain in the faculty. But under 
conditions as they now exist I do not believe i t  
mould be wise and very respectfully decline. 

I t  is not vithout regret and heartaches that 'r 
lay down the work of the college in  which I have 
invested my Yery self for the past twelve years. 
I n  retiring I do so without apologies for what ha8 
been accomplished dnring my administration, and 
1sincerely hope that niy successor may have more 
loyal support from the president and the board of 
trnstees than I have had. 

I am, Very truly yours, 
HOMERC. PRICE, 

Deafi 

P. 8.-As a matter of information I am refer- 
ring copies of this correspondence to members of 
the board of trustees and to the president of the 
alumni association and am giving i t  to the press. 

T H E  WASHINGTON UNIVEBSITY MEDICAL 
SCHOOL 


On the 29th and 80th of April the new 
Buildings of the  Washington University Ned-
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~ c a l  School in St. Louis were dedicated. O n  
tho moniing of the  29th f'xercist~s were held 
i n  the A ~ s c m l ~ l y  the school at  which Hall  of 
the l i e ~ s  of thc  buildings \%-ere forma11,y pre- 
sented to  the acting cha~lcellor of the univer- 
sity 1)y the  architect. The visiting clclegates 
mere tlle11 preqentcd to the chancellor arid 
presiJen f of the corporntion. The delegates 
mere as follows: 

IIal\~ald Unibersity : President Abbott Lanrenco 
LoneIl. 

Yale tJnirersity : Dean George Rlnmer. 
IJ~ii~ersityof Pennsylrallln : Dean \Trllliam Pepper. 
Rrown Unij ersity : Xr. Augustus Lell Abhott. 
Univclslty of Pithburgh: Dcdn Thoma~t Shnw 

.irltuthiiot. 
St. Louis Univc~sity: lle:~n TJanan Wolf Loeb, 
Medical Corps of the Uniiecl States Brmy: Cap- 

tain Thornas Dl~pny TGoudson. 
XI-ester n Reser~e Unh crsity : Dean Carl August 

EIamann. 
Lafajette College: Plesident John Henry Nac-

Cracken. 
Tuldne I'nivcrsity of Louisiaua: Professor RLI-

itolph Rlalas. 
St. Louls hledicial Society: Dr. Gobert Emmet 

Icane. 
I<nou College: President \facClolland. 
Unrversrty of Michigan: Plofessol Frederick 

George Sexy. 

TJnive~s~ty
of 3Irssouxi: Acting-Dean Guy Liilcoln 

Noyes. 
TTnivcrsity of Bellevnc TTospital Yed~cal College : 

Tice Dean Samuel hlbertas Brown. 
Wen- York Scademy of Medicine: Dr. Edward 

Diu Fisher. 
Iris-our1 State Medical Association: Dr. Frank 

Joseph Tiuta. 
'rile Cnirwrsity of Edinburgh : Plofessor Lindsay 

Steplian Nilne, University of Kansas. 
Cential TVesleyan College: President Otto Edrrard 

ICZriege, P~ofebsor Albert Williarn Ebeling. 
Detroit College of hledicine and Snrgery: Dean 

13. It. Slrusley, l'rofessor Charles Godnin Jcn-
nings. 

Pnrdue Univere~ty: Professor Dlher Perkins 
Terl y. 

Uni~ersity of 3finnesota: Profesqor ;Tame5 Ed-
nard Lfool~. 

Drury 	 College: Preqidcnt Janie+ Gilmer Mc-
Xl11r try. 

Cnivessity of Chcinnati: Plofccsor Jolin Ernest 
Greine, Dr. Christian ITolmes. 

Johns Ilopkins University: Plofessor Theodore 
Ja~~eway.  

Missouri \'alley College: Mr. Blphonzo Chase 
Sten art. 

Nissouri Rotnnic:~l Garden: I'rofesqor George 
Thomas Moore. 

I~eland Stanford Junior Unirelsity: i)r. Nalold 
Phillip Kuhn. 

Ifeani<on University: DL. E. 33. Packer. 
TJnitel sity of Kansas : Professor John S~ind\vall. 
I-tocliefeller Tnstltatc for Sledicnl Xt-senreh: Dr. 

Sirnon Flexner. 
Xenloiinl institute for irlfectious niseascs and 

lZ~lhh 11Zed1c:il Collcge: Dl. Jalnes 131 yan Her-
rick. 

Ame~ir;~nCollege of Rurgeonq: Dr. Major Gabriel 
Seelig. 

U~~ivcrsityof Tllinois: Dr. Dear1 D. R. A. Xteele, 
Plofe3sor A. C. Eyclesbymer. 

An address was thril  made by Dean Ogie, of 
ille 3Ccdic:ll Scliool, xx-ho oiltlined tlie early 
history and reorganiz,ltion of the school a ~ z d  
the ideals wlticli il reprceentq. 2112 was fol-
lo~vcil by DY. Willjalli H. TelcXi, of .Tubas 
Jiopliind. who sl>olie of the development of 
cliliical teaching ill An~erican medical cducrt- 
t ion and of the success ~ ~ h i c h  attendedhad 
he introduction of full-time clinical teaching 
a t  Johlls Kopkins, and which is under con-
sideration a t  S$T,~sliinp;ton University. 

After-h~nclieoa addrc>ses loere made 011 the 
lawn of the medical seliool by President I,on.ell, 
of ITar-vard, and Prcsidcnt Vincent, of the 
TTnivcrsity of 3finliesota. Dr. Lu\vcll spoke 
011 the importance of prerenlive rnrdicinr ns a 
publip service, ant1 of the neceesity of a broad 
gcncral e d u c ~ t i o a  as a basis for  the  t raining 
of the  physician. Dr.  Vincent spoke of the 
position graduate studies should hold i n  mecl- 
ical education. Dr. I Icnry 8. Pritehett,  presi- 
dent of .the Carnegie Foundatiori for tlie A&-
vancement of 'I'eaching. the third essayist of 
the afternoon, was unable to  be present and 
his  paper was read hg Professor Lomes, of thc 
college faculty. I I i s  paper was on "Jferlical 
E d u r a t ~ o nin Missouri." After the adih.csses 
the guests crf the university mere critertained 
a t  a g a r d i ~ l  party. 
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I n  the evening a banquet was held at  the 
St. Louis Club at  which Nr.  Robert S. Broolr- 
iiigs, president of the corporation of Washing- 
ton University presided. Responses to toasts 
were made by President IIi11, of the University 
of Xissouri, former Governor David R. Fran-
cis, Dr. Abraham Jacobi and Dr. W. 11. 
I-IowelI. 

Friday the 30th mias known as Alumni Day 
and in the moriiing tallis were given by Dr. 
ITT. T. port.cr in behalf of the alumni of the 
St. Louis Jfedical College, and Dr. Robert 
Terry in behalf of the alumni of the IItissouri 
Medical College. These two institutions were 
united to for111 the Washington University 
School in 1890. Dr. Fred T. Nurphy theii 
spolre to the alumni in behalf of the medical 
sc21ool faculty. 

I n  the afternoon Dr. Geo. Dock spoke on 
the relation of the academic hospital to the 
community. IIe was followed by Surgeon 
General W. C. Gorgas who ,polre on the cradi- 
cation of yellow fever and malaria in Havana 
and in the Canal Zone, and the possibilitie~ 
that preventive medicine holds for the future. 

I n  the evening academic exercises were held 
in the university chapel on the university 
campus followed by a reception in the build- 
llrg of the school of fine arts. The following 
lionorary degrees were given at  the exercises : 
Doctor of Schence: Dr. W. T. Porter; Dr. 0. E. 

Polin, and Dr. Theodore Janeaay. 
Doctor of Laws: Professor R, 11. C'nittenden, Dr. 

\V. C. Gorgas, President El. R. Bill, President 
A. L. Lonell, Presiilent George E. Vincent, Dr. 
F. P. llall, Dr. Abraham Jaeobi, Dr. Simon 
Flexner, Dr. W. 11. Welch, Dr. S. 5. Veltzer, 
Professor FV. 11. Howell, Dr. Rudolpll Matas. 

Doctor of Laws (in absentia) : Professor Nathaniel 
Wille, University of Christiania. 

Opportunity was provided in the prograin 
for the inspection of the laboratories of the 
medical school and the affiliated Barnes and 
St. Louis Cllildren's Hospitals. The labora- 
tories mere opened in September and coiisist of 
two four-story and basement buildings 209 X 
56 feet. I n  the north building are located the 
administrative offices, library, assembly hall, 
laboratories of preventive medicine and sur-
gery and the departinelit of anatomy. The 

south building is occupied by biological chem- 
istry, physiology and pharmacology. A third 
building five stories in height and 232 )(60 
feet which conlpletes the jgoup is on the hos- 
pital lot directly across the street froin the 
other laboratory buildings. The basement and 
first Aoors are occupied by the out-patieat dis- 
pensaries of the hospital<. On the second floor 
is located the clinical laboratory of the de- 
partment of medicine, while the department 
oC pathology occupies the third and fourth 
floors. Animal quarter., and runways are pro- 
vided on the roofs of all the buildings. The 
three laboratory buildings were erected at  a 
cost of $1,200,000 which brings the outlay for 
new buildings for the medical school, inellid- 
ing the hospitals, to over $3,000,000. 

One of the interesting features of dedica-
tion week was the presentation to the JTash- 
ington TTniversity Medical Sc'tlool of a number 
of manuscripts and papers of William Beau- 
mont by his grantldaugliter Miss Irwin. In-
clutlcd among these aye the original manu-
scripts ancl notes of Beaumont's experiment3 
upon Alexis St. Martin and the agreement 
entered into by St. Jlautin to accompany Beau- 
mont, for a period of two years for the purpose 
of experimentation. Dr. F. J. Lutz spoke of 
Beaun~ont as a practitioner and Dr. Joseph 
Erlanger on Beaumont as an investigator. A 
room has been set aside in the library of the 
meclical school to house the manuscripts, 
known as the Beaumont room. 

On April 28 Dr. Simon Flexner delivered a 
popular lecture before the Washington Uni-
versity Association on "The Control of In-
fective Diseases." 

I n  connection wit11 dedication week of the 
medical school of Washington University a 
series of four lectures on "Protein Metabol- 
ism" was delivered by Dr. Otto I<. Folin. 
The subjects mere as follows: 

" The Utilization of Food Protein.)' 
"Tissue Metabolislrl with Special Reference 

to Greatinin." 
"Protein Metabolism with Special Reference 

to Uric Acid." 
" The Occurrence ant1 Significance of Phen- 

ols and Phcnol Derivatives in the Urine." 


