
"Peculiar Exainples of Plant Distribution," by  
Dr. EI. 8. Peyoon. 
' ' Xanganese in Illinois Water Supplies, " by 

Mr. 11. P. Corson. 
'Some Features in the Classification of Sep-

torla and Parodzelkr," by  Nr. Philip Qarmarr. 
' 'Comparison of M~tE~odsof Determining Dis-

solved Oxygen In Water and Sewage," by &4r. I?. 
W. 	AIolilman. 

"The Grasses of I l l i n o i ~ , ~by AIiss Edna' 
Afoqher. 

"A Florida Smnt in Illinois," by Miss Nar-  
garet Mehlkof. 

' (The  Violets of Illinois," by Mr. Rufus Crane. 
Sectzon of Zoology, Entomology and Geology 

"What Califo~nia is  Doing in the Control of 
Injnnoo5 Insects,') by STiss Ger t lude A.  Bacon. 

"The L:~biuin of the Nymphs of Zygop-tera," 
by MI. Philip Garnlan. 
"The Comparative Morphology of Some Cara- 

b ~ dZ a r ~ w , "  by Mr. Clyde C. ISamilton. 
"Tho Loess in Illinois: Its Ape and Origin," 

by Dr. T. E .  savage. 
"Recent Crustal AIovements in the Great 

I~nhcs  Rcgion, ' by Profrssor Charles E.  1)eclier. 
" A  Restudy of Worthen's Type Section of the 

Troductive Coal Neasures' for Ccntrd and West- 
ern Illinois," by  Dr. T. E. Savage. 

"Tlie Prothonotary Waibler," by Dr. W. S. 
Strode. 

L"i>~ime Adaptatrons for Respiration in Aquatic 
T ipn i l~~ te~  by Miss Anna G. Newell.a, " 

( 'Rlouih Par ts  of the Blow fly,)' by Mr. Allall 
I'etcrson. 

"Collecting Snail Shells," by Mr. James 11. 
Perlis. 

'The Norphology of Certain Sphinx Pup=," 
by Miss Edna. Alosher. 

On Saturday afternoon addreqses were deliv-
e ~ e d  by E x  Governor Eorthcott, and the retiring 
president, Dr. A .  R. Crook, on "The Belalion of 
dcaclerniei of Science to the State." 

The officers elected for  the coming year are: 
Presider~t-Dr. U. S. Grant, Northwestern Uni- 

velsity, Evanston. 
V%ce p~esidenl-Dr. E. W. Washbnrn, Uuivcrs~ty 

of Illinois, Urbana. 
Secretory-Dr. A. R. Crook, State Museum, 

Sprmgfield. 
Treasurer-Dr. H. 8.Pepoon, Lake View High 

School, Chicago. 
The 1916 meeting mil1 be held a t  the Univer- 

sity of Illinois. E. N. TRANSEAU) 
Secretary 
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SOCIETIES AND ACADEaIES 
TEE BOTANICAL SOCIETY O F  WASEINGTON 

TEIE one hundred and second regular meeting 
of the Botanical Society of Washington was held 
in the Assembly l la l l  of the Cosmos Clrtb at 8 
IS.iU., on Tuesday, February 2, 1915. Fifty-tno 
membeis and six gilcsts mero present. Dr. J?. A. 
I'oder and ATessrs. Stcy)hen Aiitlrony and James 
11. Shull nere  ~ l ec t ed  to membership. Tlie fol- 
lomnlg seientrfic program was presented: 

Btrmboo Poss ib~l i t~esin America: XR. S. C. 
I S ~ ~ U N T Z .  
After a bricf introductory statement outlining 

tho past history of bamboo intloductio~i into the 
United States, a114 sk~tehii ig the present condi-
tion of bnml~oo plantmg in this country, atten-
tion n a s  directetl to tlie possible future uses for 
Ix~rnhoo. Furniture, klasketry, especially for par- 
cel post tship~nents, Tenctian blinds and barrel 
lioops mere suggested as  probable industries m 
rzl11ch banlboo ~ o u l d  find ase, while the develop- 
ment for ornamental planting :\nil as a po3sihle 
5tock for  paper was eq~ccially emphasized. Lan-
tern slides of bamboo plantations and uses al~rortd 
and in t l ~ e  United Slates rvere shovn, together 
n i th  a considelable cxh1111t of nlannfactured 
barn1100 article.;. 

Botany of Cacao and Palashtc: MR. O. I?. GOOH. 
The paiasllte tree is a relalive of the cacao, 

Buown lo  botanists under the name Theobromn 
bzcolor ITurnbuldt and Bonpland. I t  has dl-

molphic branches like cacao, the lateral branchen 
belng Sormcd in whoils a t  the ends of the up-
light shoots, but only 3 latelals in w whorl, in-
siend of 5 or 6, as  in cacao. Many other dif-
feren'es in leaves, inflorescences and flowers r e r e  
sliown. Tho inflorescences of patashte are con-
fined to new growth at  the ends of the lateral 
branclies, while cacao is cai~locarpons, wrth all 
of the floners produced from the old wood on the 
trank and larger limbs of the tree. The tar i -
ous fentuxes n e w  explained with lantern slide il-
Instrat~ons, and the paper was followed by a brief 
discussion of the question whether trees nit11 
such nun~eloi~s  and defin~te dlflerenees should be 
classified in the salne genus. 

Xedircovery of Lignutn nephriticum: MR. W. E. 
XAFFORD. 
Ltg~aunznephriliczbm is w remarkable Mexican 

nood which was celeh~ated tllroi~ghout Europe in 
the sixteenth, seventeenth and the early part  of 
tho eighteenth ceuLuries, not only for i ts  reputed 
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niedicinal properties, but 011 account of the mon-
derful flaorescence of its infusion in spring 
nater. Scarcely a fragment of this wood is now 
to be found in drug collections, and i ts  very name 
has disappea~ed from encyclopedias. I t  is cele-
blated as  the substance n l th  nhiclr tlie IIon. 
Robert Boyle made his filst inrestigations in the 
phenomenon of fluorescence. After giving a his-
tory of the literature on the subject Mr. Xaflord 
called attention to the confusion surrounding the 
origin of the n~ood, and the causes n-hich lrre-
rented i ts  botanical identification. For the first 
time specimens of the wood accompanied by her- 
barium material of the plant from rrhich i t  was 
obtained hare  been the subject of critical study. 
The heartwood produeed the cl~aracteristic, fluores- 
cence deseribed by R,obert Boyle, and the botan- 
ical material corresponded with the original de-
scription of Hernandez of the plant yielding 
lignunz laep7~riticl~v~. This proves to he Eyselk-
harcttiu pot?jstac7~yn (Ortega) Xargent (Viborqqcia 
polystachya Ortega, Eysenhardtia c~nro~phoides 
H. B. K.) .  The lecture was illustrated by lan- 
tern slides, s~pecimens of the wood and botanical 
material, photographic enlargel~lents of sections 
of the wood made by DT. Albert Mann, plant 
morphologist; and also by exhibition of the 
fluorescence of the extract of the wood in the 
rays of an  arc light by  Dr. Lyman J. Briggs, 
Biophysicist, Bureau of Plant Tndustry, with re-
marks as to the value of lig?ez~m nephrit ictm as  
an indicator in titrimetric determinations. 

THE one hundred and third regnlar meeting 9f 

the Botanical Society of Washington was held in 

the Crystal Dining Roonl of the New Ebbitt  

Hotel, a t  6:45 p.nr., Tuesday, March 2, 1935. 

Eighty-two members and seventy-eight gnests were 

present, this being the regular annu:il open meet- 

ing for the president's address. 


A dinner preceded the scientifie program. 
The retirrng president, Dr. C. L. Shear, gave an 

address on "Mycology in Relation to Phytopathol- 
ogy." This appears in full elsenhere in Sc~Excm. 

DT. A. S. TIitchcock preientetl to the society the 
plans for  a proposed publication of a local flora 
on the flowering plants and higher cryptogams of 
Washington and the vicinity. It is proposed that  
this he  published about one year from the present 
time. 

The society also passed resolutions of regret 
upon the  death of Dr. Charles E.  Bysey. 

PERLEYSPAULDING, 
Correspo.ndmg Secretary 

BIOLOGIC'AL SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON 

TIIS: 535th meeting of the society n a s  held in 
the Assonibly 1S:ill of the Cosmos Club, Saturday, 
February 6, 1935, called to order by Vice presi- 
dent I-Iopkins a t  8 r.nr., with 35 persons present. 

Under heading Book Notices, Dr. Ransoill called 
attention to a new l~iological journal under editor- 
ship of Professor Ward, of the University of Illi- 
nois, to be devoted to animal parasites. 

Under heading Brlef Kotes, Treasurer Cooke 
read a letter from Dr. B. W. Evermann, now of 
Xan Francisco, a foimer president of the society, 
espressing hls reqret a t  not l ~ r i n g  able to attend 
meetings, his deep interest 111 tlie society, and 
nishes for its continued prosperity. 

The Gist papei of the regular program n a s  by 
Dr. T. Wayland Vaughan, "Remarks on the Rate 
of Gronth of Stony Corals." Dr. Vaughan re-
viewed the work clone by previous investigators 
and gave result of his own carefully conducted 
experiments a t  Tortugas. The paper was fully 
illustrated by lantcrrl slicles shonring apparatus 
and methods employed in planting corals and re 
snlts of one and of several years' growth of various 
corals. 

The second paper of the regular program was 
by Dr. J. N, Rose, "Botanical Explorations in 
South America." Dr. Rose spoke conce~ning a 
botanical explolation on the west coast of South 
America x~,liich lie made duling the summer and 
fall of 1914. 1Te stated that  when he took up the 
study of the Cactacen: for the Carnegie Institu- 
tion of Washington, i t  was with the understand- 
ing that  it should embrace not only herbarium 
and greenhouse studies, but extensive field work 
in all the great cartus deserts of the two Amer-
icas. ETis going to the west coast tvxs therefore 
simply part  of a large scheme for botanical ex-
ploration. Ere further stated that plans had been 
made for  sirrrilar field norlr in the deserts of the 
cast side of South America during the coming 
summer. EIe gave tletailetl accounts of his work 
ilr the deserts of Peln, Bolivia and Chile, and the 
peculrar Cacti mhich he found, described particu- 
larly the climatic conditions in those conntnes, 
and told of the remarkable crescent-shaped sand 
dunes of sontlrern Peru. On this tr ip Dr. Rose 
collected more than a thousand numbers, obtain-
m g  not only herbarium and formalin, but also liv- 
ing material. EIis collection of living plants 
nhich was very large has been sent to the New 
York Botailical Garden. Dr. Rose's communi-
cation was illustrated by maps of the regions 
traversed, by apparatus used in collecting speci- 
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mens, and Ly preserved specimens. The paper mas 
discnssed by XIi,ssrs. Hitchcock, Vaughan, Cold-
man and Townsend. 

TEE 53Gth meeting of the society was held in 
the Assembly Hall of tho Cosmos Club, Satlrrday, 
Fel~ruary20, 1915, called to orcler by President 
Bartach a t  8 p.ar., wit11 sixty-fire persons present. 

Dr. Charles hIonroe &Iansficld, of the Bureau of 
Animal Industry, on recommendation of the coun- 
cil, was elected to  active mernl~ership. 

Under the heading of Rrief Notes, General Wll- 
cox made observations and inquirieq conceining the 
color of the eyes of certain turtles. II is  remarks 
were diicnssed by W. P. IIay. Dr. Howard de- 
scribed the successful carkipsign carried on agninst 
mosqnitoes in New Jersey. 

Under the heading Exhibition of Specimens, 
Wtn. Palmer exhibited the t i p  of the tongne of a 
sulphnrbottoni nrhale and considered the probable 
use of its peenliar shape. Xessrs. Bartsch, Hay 
and Lyon took part  in the discussion. 

The reqnlar program consisted of an illustrated 
ledure  by 11. C. Oberliolser, entitled, ' ( A  Natmal- 
ist  in Wevada." Nr .  Obcrholser ga\.e an account 
of a biological snrvcy of parts of Nevada made 
by hnnself and others some y e a s  ago. ITe de 
scribed the geologic, geographic and climatic c l~ar-  
a c t c ~ s  of the route tra+ersed by his party. He 
mentioned in  pai t icnhr  the pl:rnts, the mammals, 
birds and reptiles observed ;tnd colloctcd by the ex 
pecljtlou; and pointed ont hen, thry Mere influenced 
in kind and nllmbers by the unuanal geoglapliic 
and climatic conditions found in N e ~ a d a .  ITcl 
slioncd many excellent views of the ro~11ilry and of 
the animals and plants encounterect. 

Mr. Obcrholser's paper was diqc~rsxed by Xessrs. 
IIay, Bartseh, Ra~lcy,  L ~ o n ,  Gold;nai~, \17etmore 
and Wm. Palmer. M.W. LYOX,JR., 

ILcco~d~?rgSec~etcrv~i 

THE AXTIIROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF WASIlIKGTOY 

AT a special meeting of the society, held No 
ve~nber 3, 1914, at  the publlc library, Dr. J. Walter 
Fewlres lead a paper on "Vanished Races of .tine 
Caribbean." The aborigines alro, in prr-Colnm 
bian times, inhabited tho West Indies, represent 
a vanidled race, for wit11 the exception of veyy 
jncoinplete historical accounts and a few higlily 
modiflei1 living survivors, arelieologieal remains 
only nru left  fro111 which to determine their cul-
ture. The Antillean culture belonged to the stone 
age, arltl whlle i t  had att:tined a considerable dc, 
velopmet~t, i t  was quite unlike tha t  of any other 

xrcn in the New World. Thesc islands vere 
peopled from the neighboring continent, but the 
yteculiar types of stone objects which ocdcur on the 
i,l:inds indicate that  the calture they repesent 
originated where i t  was found. This culture was 
of two types, one in the Greater Antilles and 
1110 other jn the so-called Cmib Islands. Theso 
differ mainly in the fornis of stone implements, 
]lottery and other artif:tcts. For instance, 90 per 
cent, of the stone implements of the Greater An- 
t~ l l e s  have the form of celts, while the majority 
o f  jrnplemenls from the Lesser Antilles are axes, 
'1'111s difference in the culture was noticed by Co- 
lumbus and the early chroniclers. The inhabitants 
of the Lesser Antilles were called Caribs, the 
others Aran~alrs. The Caribs were preceded by an 
sgricull,ural people nhom they conquered in pre- 
Colnmbian times. All the islnnds from Cuba to 
Trinidad once had a higlily developed population, 
which remained until later times only in  the 
Gleater Antilles. I t  i s  probable tha t  the abo-
rigines of the Lesser Antilles came from South 
hnie~ica ,  but those of the Greater Antilles from 
Central America. 

AT a meeting of the socicltg, held November 17, 
191$, in the pltblic libr:try, Eev. Dr. John Lee 
Staddox, chaplain in the United States Army, 
read a paper on "The Spirit Tlieory in Early 
llcdicine. ' '  The primitive theory is that disease 
and death are a l~normd,  the worli clf Inalevolent 
spirit5 or of witcdllctaft. Many modern rcmedieb 
and practi5cs arc the d i ~ e c tdescendents of old-
time metliods and drugs intended to rnre thc pa- 
tient by  h iv ing  o i ~ t  an evil spirit ihrongh fear or 
disguit. Ri t t r r  mectiriucs originatpa in rcpolting 
(loses intended to disgiibt the LIa~sageC ~ I ~ I ~ C I I ~ .  

originated in the beatings ail& poundings through 
nhicb tbc evil xp i~ i t  wni  to lie f~ightencd out of 
the patient. BleeTing, cupping and trephining 
were originally intended to facilitate i ts  exit. 
Tiiroi~gh long centuries, eien w ~ t h  an ir~corrrct 
theory, i t  nras lcatned tha t  certa111 c11u$s and ?erne- 
clics had a bclncficial cReut npon certain diseases. 
'T.lr~is the correct practise dcvelojied long before 
the corlcct throry. As cx:rmples of standard rexn. 
edies derived from Ind iz~ i  doctors, he instttnced 
ipecac and yninine. I n  tho disrussion Dr. Fenrhes 
tlrerv illustrations f ~ o m  Chc Ilopi Indians, Mr. 
>looney from the Cherol~ee, and Dr. Moore from 
the St. Lanrence Island 'Eslrimo. Dr. E. I'. hfor-
qai1 and o tbe~s  also qpoke. 

DANIELFOLKMAR, 
Secretary 


