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sage of the modern educational world and that 
he would be recreant to his sense of truth if 
Ee hcld his peace. GRAHAMLUSR 

LETTICR FItOM PROFESSOR ED. CCAPAR~DE 

J 9de divers cSt6s que ((science" ~~ ~ 
a reprodxiit une nouvclle d'aprBs laquelle 
j'aurais dfi d6inissionner de nies fonctions i 
l'Univcrsilt5 de Gcnilve. Cctte nonvelle est 
entiilrement incxactc. La  presse allemande, 
qui l'a d'abord propeg6e, m'a confond11 avec un  
de mes cousins, professeur de droit germanique 
& GcnBve; celui-ci a en effct 6t6 suspenciu 
provisoirement rle son enscigneni~nt pour avoir, 
dans son cours, reproch6 2 la  population 
civilc bclgc d'aroir tir@ sur ses agresseurs alle- 
mands. 

Au moment ou ces incidents se sont produits, 
j'ctais mohilisi., B la frontiilre, comme m6dccin 
d'nn bataillon de nlontagnc. J'y suis done 
entihrcment Ptranger. Mais, puisque mon nom 
a 6t6 prononc6, permcttez-moi d'ajouter, pour 
6vitcr tont n~alentendu, que je nc partage 
aucnneinent la maniBre de voir do moll cousin, 
dent la mGre est allemande, et qui a EtG lui- 
manic 61ev6 en Allemagne, ce qui explique 
suffisalninent son manque d'objectivitb en 
cctte affaire. ED.CLAPAR~DE 

F a c u ~ ~ ~SCIENCESDE GEN&VEDES 

SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 
Tezt-boo76 of Embryology. Vol. I. Inverte-

brata. By E. W. MAOBR~DE,M.A., D.Sc., 
T,I,.D., F.R.S. London, 3iIacrnillan & Go. 
1914. Pp. 692. 
"The design of this text-boo11 of embryol- 

ogy of wl~ich this is the first volume, is to as- 
sociate the structural development of embryos 
with broad generalizations of what is known 
of their physiology. Attention will be drawn, 
for instance, to the correlation between the 
function of certain organs of a larva and its 
habit of li-fc, and, in a more general way, be- 
tween function a i d  habit and the course of 
development. Referencc will be niade to some 
of thc more striking results obtained by ex-
perimental embryological research. Attention 
will be drawn to gaps in our Imowledge which 
inclicate promising fields for re~earch." 

These words by the editor, Professor Walter 

ITeapc., introduce a work which promises to be 
as useful to thc embryologist as is the Cam- 
bridge Natural History to the zoologist. Two 
other vol~tmes are to be included i r ~the work, 
ollc on the "Lower Vertebrata" by Professor ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
John Graham ICerr and one on the mammals 
by Mr. Richard Assheton, both announced to 
be in press. 

r lI h e  volume before us nleasurcs 692 pages 
and is illustrated by 468 well-executed figures. 
The treatment is necessarily very succinct, as 
will be apparent whcn we considcr that Bal- 
four's treatment of invertehrata in his '(Coni-
parative Rnibryology" of 1885 was almoqt 
equally extended, and that Xorschelt and 
IIeider devoted 1,509 pages to the same 
groups in 1890-03. Professor MacBridc's 
trealmcnt, of course, incluc~es later investiga- 
tions also. I n  each phylum at  least one type 
is selected for detailed description of the en- 
tire life history, and in the larger phyla each 
class nzay bc so represented. Comparative 
data are then discussed; the experimental 
ein1)ryology is then treated, in some groups at  
lcast; and in  conclusion the phylogeny of tho 
phylum is considered from the point of view 
of the developmental history. This method 
admits both of considerable detail in the treat- 
ment of the type fornis, and also of succinct- 
ness in the consideration of the comparative 
data. It avoids the vicious habit of constrrxct- 
ing life histories from pieces of different 
ontogenies, and at  the same time preserves 
some advantages of thc comparative method. 

The descriptive part of Professor Nac-
Bride's boolc is well done, and will be most 
useful. Special noto should be mado of the 
adequate descriptive treatment of cell-lineage 
hitherto lacking in text-book form. A sc-
lected list of literature follows each chapter, 
and the index appears to be very full. The 
practical embryologist will find methods of 
study in many places. 

I n  such a book very mudl depends on the 
point of view of the author. The material is 
so great that rigid selection has to be prac- 
tised: what is to be rejected, what retained and 
what principles are t o  be emphasized? There 
is no doubt about the point of view of Pro- 


