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U X I F E R S I T Y  AA71? EDUCAI'IONAL NEWS 

Trre committec on education of the House 
of Representatives has reported favorably a 
bill establishirlg a National University in 
\iV:tshington. According to the bill an initial 
appropriation of $500,000 would be made. The 
university would be devoted to research and 
graduate work and no degrees worild be con- 
f erred. 

INits ann~la l  report to the board of cduca- 
tion of New Yorlr Cil.y, Superintendent Max- 
well urges the need of appropriating ten mi!-
lion dollars for elementary school buildings 
in order that all children may be accommo-
dated. There is also said to be immediate 
need of buildings for high schools and Cor vo- 
cational schools. 

ESTT~~ATRSfor 1015 appropriations for the 
3I:assachusetts Collelegc and Station have been 
submitted for $313,800 for maintenance and 
additional appropriations as follows : 3ficro-
biology laboratory, $67,500; for the comple-
tion of tho agricullural building, $122,500; 
new dormitory, $40.000; enlargemrnt of the 
power plant, $30,000, and n~ inor  improve- 
ments, $10,000. 

INview of the difficulties of foreign travel 
no fellows mill be appointed by the Kahn 
Foundation for the Tear 1915- 16. 

DR. I~OEACE forGROVEDEMING, the past 
three years associate professor of chemistry in 
the Philippine College of Apiculture, has 
been appointed professor of chemistry and 
chief of the department i n  the University of 
the Philippines, filling the vacancy occasioneil 
by the death of Dr. Pa~xl  Caspar Freer. 

DR. h ~ ~ ~ - r ~ rTII;NTER,formerly assistant 
professor of biocheniistry i n  Cornell Univer- 
shy, has resigned the position of biochemist, 
U. S. Public IIealth Service, i11 order to accept 
the chair of pathological chemistry in the 
University of Toronto. 

DISCUSS10 N AND COEBESPONDENGE 

T I I E  IIISTORT OF SCIENCE 

To THE EDITORO F  SCIENCE:1 desire to ex- 
press my hearty cornmendation of Dr. Libby's 

paper in the " History of Science," published 
in SPTI~NPE TIis paperfor Kovember 6, 1914. 
is  one of the piorle~rs in this new and interest- 
ing field of thought, and thc expression of snch 
ideas nfwls further cacouragement. 

T-t is apparent that  the time is fairly well 
upon us to g i ~ e  some clefinitc consicleration to 
lhe value and plitce of the study of the 
" IIistory of Sei~lrcc," in the curricula of our 
nniversii ies, collcgcs and technical schools. 

That this study represents a strong reac-
tionary movemcnt from the over-materialistic 
and specializing tendencies of the age in a11 
rlepartnlents of human progress is cvjdent, and 
this is c~pecially true in the sciences tbcm- 
selves. This reaction finds its clevelopinent in 
the present ideali~m in the Gerrnan school of 
sciencc, where the historical method in the 
study of Lhe sciences, theoretical and empirical, 
has been .r)ractisecl. 

Two other notable and interesting papers 
in the past have contril~uted valuable sugges- 
tions, emphasi/ing two essential pcdagogie 
points of view. The first treatetl thc cultural 
or intellectual va1ur:s cterivcd from the intimate 
understanding of the problenis of nature 
through the scientific method, and the second 
the historical perspective in the s t~ idy  of tlic 
scierrces. Dr. Gco. 13. Xexd,l of the depart-
ment of philosophy, lays special emphasis upon 
the cultural aspret in the history of science. 
Tn the last paragraph of his article he says: 

There is certainly no agent that ran carry more 
profound cultuie than the sciences, but our science 
currienlum is poor in  whst may be caIled cultural 
courses in the ~ ( ' i c n c e ~ ,and the import OF science 
for culture has been slightly recognized and parui- 
~nonionsly fo.qtered. 

The value and impor ta~~ce  history aof as 
subject, and as a method, in the ordinavy cul- 
ture courses ran not be denied; therefore the 
study of nature or science with the historical 
basis is equivalent to a power twice as great. 
And when education as an instrument of prog- 
ress emphasizes the cultuual element, educa- 
tion then beconies a potent force in making 
ant1 maintaining the civilization of the future. 

1 S(IIEJ\.CE,N. 8.,Vol. XXTV., Sept,cmber, 1906, 
pages 390-97. 
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