
tions of the warm-hearted, polite and gener- 
ous hospitality of the Latin peoples our repre- 
sentatives accept as evidences of the "waking 
up"  of South America, and as tributes to 
our general superiority, sagacity and super- 
humanity. 

Thus encouraged, these representatives of 
ours-these innocents abroad-generally open 
their hearts antl give their hosts the benefit of 
their wisdonl and patronage. I n  the present 
case i t  was suggested to a minister and also to 
a president that a certain group of teachers 
would lilie to visit the United States and the 
Pananla Exposition, (( and they seemed pleased 
with the idea" (p. 12). And such a new idea 
too, and one that would cost so little-to us! 
Of the city of S. Paulo, Brazil, i t  is said that  
the "people show intelligence and purpose in 
all their movements " (p. 8). Row it must 
please the people of Brazil to be told that  they 
show intelligence and purpose! It is frankly 
stated that the chief aim of the party was to 
" indie favorable impreqsions everywhere," 
and i t  is believed that thc general impressions 
on both sides were good (p. 20), while every- 
where they found eagerness for "closer intel- 
lectual and c.ultura1 relations with the people 
of the United States" (pp. 8, 15, 19).  

I s  i t  any wonder that the utility of such ex- 
peditions is questioned ? What do these young 
men linow, and what can they reasonably ex- 
pect to learn in the few strenuous days spent 
among them, of the grain, the traditions and 
the point of view of the people of South 
America? This particular expedition spent 
eight days in Brazil, three days in Uruguay, 
six clays in Argentina, nine clays in Chile, and 
one day in Peru-just twenty-seven days on 
the continent of South America! The author 
of the report lays stress on "the experience 
and Bnouiledge gained on this tr ip" (p. 20), 
while some fear is expressed lest ('this golden 
opportunity for mutual service may pass 
without profit" (p. 20)-a fear that we cor-
dially share with the members of the party. 

Evidently i t  is not realized by those who 
are responsible for them that such excursions 
tend to discredit the very men- their fellow- 
countrymen-who have lived for years in 

South American countries, who must of a 
necessity form the very groundwork of any 
future business we can reasonably hope to 
develop; for they are the ones who have built 
up good reputations and sound business by 
right living and right dealing, and who do 
more for North American trade than all the 
jnnlieting expeditions antl drum-beating dele- 
gations ever sent out either by public or by 
other organizations whose judgment is not on 
the proper footing with their good intentions. 

Our profound ignorance of Latin America 
is not to be whitewashed over by sucli proc- 
esses; nor are the people of South America 
of the kind to be talien in with a lot of colored 
glass beads or palaver. 

There are a few fundamental principles that 
should be called to the serious attention of 
those who are responsible for sucli expeditions 
as this one, or for efforts of any kind to cul- 
tivate trade or friendly relations with South 
America : 

First, business relations and business con-
fidence in South America are things of slow 
growth, jnst as they are in other parts of the 
world. 

Second, the experience of residents, and 
anthorities who have spent their lives in study- 
ing and meeting the conditions of commerce 
and intercourse can not safely or justly be 
brushed aside and disregarded. 

Third, if the people of Latin America are 
to be patronized and tallied down to, our 
efforts to gain their confidence or to establish 
cordial relations with them will never meet 
with any genuine success. 

JOTINCASPER BRANNIER 
STANFORD CALIF.,UNIVERSITY, 


January 8, 1915 


A Ni7W FIELD SCI7OOL OF GEOLOGY FOR 
HAEPABD UNITi7RSITY 

AT a meeting of the visiting committee of 
the department of geology and geography held 
with the members of the staff on January 30, 
plans were presented and approved for ex-
tending the field worli conducted by the de- 
partment during the summer months. Pro-
fessor Wallace W. Atwood, who recently re-
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signed irorn thc Uniacarsity of Chicago to join 
the IIarvard stafl', will 4iavc charge of thi.: 
new work, and during the sunlmcr of 1015 
will establish a can117 in  the San Juan Moun- 
tains of sonI11we~tern Colorado. Five weelcs 
of introductior* mill be given, beginning 
earl^ in August and closing about the tenth 

of' Septeldcr, and tllic course miill be credited 
at IIavvard ITniversity towards a dcgrce. 

The party mill be limited in n t ~ m ~ ~ c r ,  and 
opcncd only to tllose rnen who have had at 
least an inlroductory collegc course in gcol- 
ogy. Under the direction of Dr. Atmood the 
party will actually ccjnduct a piece of geolog- 
ical survey morlr, and at  the close of the sea- 
son have the opportunity of an cxpediiioii 
"i~rougll the high moruntain area. 'I'hc field 
clloiell is remarkably rich in its range of geo- 
logical phcnornena, in mining i~iierests, and 
in scenic features. Tllc equipment of the 
ca1lLp is ~srovided for 112. funds fornishctl by 
the vibiting committee of' the clcyartn~cnt 
~ h i c l i ill reduce the cost to each sludent to 
his share of the actual living and movjrllg ex- 
pciises associatcd wit11 the camp, and i t  is 
czii~nat~edt4i:rt these expenses ~irill not exceed 
oilc I~n~ri;lrccl dollars fol' each inernbcr. 

Akpl~li~atiol~sfor rnenlbe~ship in Ihis party 
shoalrl hc addressed lo MTallai~e W. 12lwood, 
'TIarvard University. Cannbridge, ?&ass., be- 
fore hiay 1,1915. 

Fbe uwa l  field work oaercd in lZoiltana 
and conducted under the endowment of Rob-
ert TV. S ~ y l c sancl untler the direction of Pro- 
fessor J. I3. Woocl~vorth will be oKcrcd during 
the conling summler. That work- will hegin 
early in July, and dose in i.ime to permit 
those ~vllo wish to join the Colorado party. 
The coinbination ol  the two courses pcrnlits 
the studcnt to spend ten ~x~eel<i under instruc- 
tion in the liocky IIo~ultains duiing tllc com- 
ing field season. 

'I'hc 5oIlo~ing il~cmbcrs of the vibitil~g com-
inittcc mere pre>ent at tllc illcctiug ivhcn lhcso 
pla113 mcrc apyrovrd : Alcssrs. George B. 
Leigl~ton, George P. Crnril~~cu.Gucrdon S. 
TIoldcrr, TAi\ingston Dnvis and J. Walter 
\JTood. 

7'TTE SUilE&fER BIII;ETING OF TIT8 CIEOI,OCr-
ICAL SOCIETP OF ANERlCA 

TIIJ~~society has accepted the invitation of 
the authorities oP tlie IJriive~sity of Cjali-
fornia and Leland Stanford Jr .  Unircrsity to 
llolcl a special meeting at Eerkcley anti Stan- 
ford University. August 2-7, 1015, in affilia- 
tion with the Amerie:nn Association for the 
Ad~railccment of Science. The following top- 
ips hare been seleeted for particular discus-
sion d ~ ~ r i n gthe geological meetings: (1) 
Erosion and dcposition in arid climates; (2) 
Diastrol~hisin of the Pt~cific Coast; (3) Petro-
logical problcnlr of the Paci6e area. 

'I'he sessions of Blonday and Tneeday wiIl 
be lield at the University of California and 
that  of A 1 1 ~ s t  4 at Stanford University. 

Fxer~rsions under the leadrrsllip of local 
geologists will be organized during the re-
nnainjng days of the mcek as follows: 

Tlmrsd~y, August .5, to Poinf Reyes Sta-
tion, Marin County, Sor an examination of 
thr Ran Andreas cart1ic;ualre rift. 

Friday, Ar~gai t  6, to J~ussel  Itoelr, San 
Alateo County, by the Ocean Shore Railway, 
for an examination of Plioc.cne strata, the 
type acctioli of the Xerced Pornlation and 
l~oqt-'Tertiary deformations of the coast. 

Satuiqday, August 7, two excursions will be 
provided; lone by tlie Oakland, Antioch & 
Eastcr11 Railway (electric) to Nount 1)ialoIo 
for an exuniination of the Mount niablo ovrr- 
thrust and the iuecession of Tertiary strata: 
and the second to Santa Cruz by the So~ thc r i l  
Pacific. Railway for an  examination ox np-
lifted marine terrace.. 

More extensive excursions may be arranged 
for the n-eel< fallowing the meeting. 

En11rrrl] OTISITovL~, 
Rccl etarg 

- - - . - .. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTICS A N D  h7BT;ITS 

DR.,\I)OT,F vox BACIJ,R,11roEes.ior of ~Iieinis-
try at M~luich, being. ciglltty years of age, has 
r ~ t i r c d  from the active duties of his chair. 

TTTEnaly  Meclal of thc llrnerican GPO-
graphicaal Society ha5 bee11 amarcled to 31. 
Paul Vidal clc la Blnchc. prolfcssor of geog-
raphy at  the Sorbonnc, Paris. 


