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that the most siqnificant recent a. clvances 
ill l\rnerican botany have been along eco- 
rioinic lirrcs. By many or our younger bot- 
zt~~iststhe clominance of the practical point 
of view is talrcu for granted, but  to some 
of our olclcr investigators and teachers the 
cl.langing attitude has brought something 
of a shock. And there arc a fcn. who are 
not yet conscious of the great economic 
title which is engillfing ns. F o r  the salre 
of this last q r o q  i t  will be well to consicier 
briefly a f c ~llislorical facts. As yi.t 
within the memory of the older living bot- 
anibis, American botany mas scarcely more 
than the taxononly of the vascular plants. 
Tn the eighties we began importing the 
inboratory mcthocl from Europe, particn- 
lady from Germany. It mas the psycho- 
logical moment, ancl naturalizatjon tooli 
1)lace with snrprising swiftness. A t  first, 
tlkc new illovernent found expression 
~ n a i i ~ l yin the direction of morpl~ology and 
nnatony. 13y the early nineties, however, 
:I prononnced plysiolonical trend founri 
lal-qc place, and in the late niuclties ecolo- 
gists began taking the laboratory -method 
lo l11e field. 

No attempt will be made to picture ht.r.e 
the rise of economic botanj-. It rnag be 
poiutecl out, merely, that in our older pro- 
grams i t  had very littlr place. &4some-
r\ hat no1 able exception to  this is afforclerl 
by vnctlical botany, which has long been 
pait1 nt tont io~~ tu by botanists. Tndeeil, 

1 Lkdt l~ewof tlre vrce l?rcsitlcrrt and ehnirmnn of 
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