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tiori Comrrriss ion. Salary $2,400. The ap-
poinice to this position rnust have had ~t-ide 
cxp~~icl l lceas n .;urrcyor of Adirondack lands. 
TTc is c:~llcti and is  relied upon as  an export 
u r i t ~ ~ e s ~  he  nlust thcrc~fore i r r  title tlispntc;: ~ i i d  
hnvr llatl wiilc expcricilce in Adirondaclr snr-
vcy.;, irlclutlirra cxl>crirnec i n  running bountlary 
lines. 

A Sorrrrr Bmcricar~ Expctliiion, mliich will 
work unrlcr the joint anspices of the Field 
M U S . ~ L I I I Io( Cl~ic:~go:1t1(1 the Ncw YorB Mn-
se i~nl  of K:rtnrnl Tlihtory, has  sailed on the 
United F r u i t  liner ill~Sapnn,going firzt to lja 
P a y ,  Bolivia. From La Yaz, the pnrty mill 
moss tlw Bndcb by pack train, and dcscerld 
into a sc~ction of J3olivia which is  entirely new 
to tllc cboIlector. The pnrty will tleqcencl either 
the Eeni or tEic hLanlorc 12ivcrs, and cventllally 
renrlr the Amn/;on Ily tllcl Matlcira. The  pariy 
coriiists of 31essr.. TJce Garnett Day, Alfred 11. 
Collir~r, George I<.(Jlicrrie. 13ohert IT. Bcclicr 
ant1 TIT. F. TValker. Mr. Day  1 1 ~ s  tr:xvclccl in 
tllv Oricnt allti i n  Brxzil. Mr. Collins during 
t11e pa.1 t ~ v oyear? has made lluiilirrg trips i n  
Sor~t l l  i lfrica mrd 'Llrc. .lrc.tic regions ilortli of 
Sibrria. l l r .  Cherrie accoinpallied the Roose- 
1-elt exl~etlitioa last season, and has collccted 
for the British Museum, the  New YorL Nu-
Feum of Il'atnral Jlistory ailcl thr Field Mu- 
~ ~ U I I Iof Chicago. Mr. Itobert M. neclier has 
just returned from thc  A ~ ~ l a z o nValley and 
soirthcrn 13rnzi1, w1lcl.c he collcctecl fo r  the 
Field 3fnreum. 

T)IL Fnhnri RIT,I,IN(:Y.Chicago, has been 
inxitcd t o  tleliocr t11c Lane lcct~irc  for  1015. 
The Joumtnl of t l ~ c  Amcricnn Ircdirnl L4zso- 
ciation gives t11c~ list of previouq lecaturers, 
xv11icl.r is  as follows : 

1896. Sir Wi1li:rm Ar:~cenen, legius prof~5sor 
of uirgcxy, Unixersity of Cllasgo-cr. "Si~rgery of 
the Br:r~n " 

1897. Cli~istophrr IIeath, profrvor of clinical 
surgery, Univetsity College, Tjonclon. "Congenital 
34alformations, Sncu~isr l~:111t3 otlier Surgical 
Topics. " 

1898. Tlrorn:rs C'l~fToitl  I l lbntt,  F.R.S,, regills 
professor of phyiies, TTnircrsity of Cambridge, 
England. "Diqeascs of the Heart." 

1899. Niclrolaq Xenl~, profcsror of surgery, 

1Znsl1 RTedic~1 Collcge, Chicago. "l'opics in Cien- 
(.i:\l Surgery. ' ' 

1!1@0. s i r  ~i1:11:1,el I ~ o s ~ P ~ ,  of physiol- p~.ofes~or 
ogy, CarnGridgtl, Engla,ll(l. "Ilistoiy of Pliysiol-
089. " 

1901. Sir lfnlcolni Xorris, silrgeon, skin dc-
l)artnient, St. 1L13uy's lTosj>it:~l, Lorrdon. '(Social 
Aspc?cts of Ue~rnatology. " 

1!10. Sir Charles 6. Ball, xegiirs profcsso~ of 
surgery, Urliversity of Dublin. "l)isenses of thc 
IZectlirn. ' ' 

190:;. Oscar II. Alliq Philadelphia, PEI. "Dis-
locations ant1 Fraet-nres Involvii~g T~nrgcr Eones." 

1901-. TVilliain 11. Welclr, professor of pathol-
ogy. Jolriis TIopliins University, Raltimore. < l In-
f cciion and Inim~rnity. ' ' 

1!105. Sir Patrick Manson. '"l'ropical Dis-
enses." 

J!)06. .Tohii C. b1cV:cil. "P1,:lc:ticnl Hygienq 
Rl~idcmics and Preventive Medicine. " 

!110. Rcgin:lld 1Teher Fitz ,  Tlcrsey professor 
of tlico~y and pxactise of medicine, TTarvarii Uni- 
vcrsity, Boston. "A ofCotisiile~at-ioi~ Some :Fea- 
tuies of t.he Jiyml~hatic 8ystem." 

19 11. E. Fuclls, professor of oyhtlinlmoloyy, 
Cnirersity of Vie~in:~."Importance of C)pfrthal-
mology in Its Rolatiori to Systc~nic: :Disease. ? '  

1913. Ecl~vard rlllrcrt Seliacfe~., professor of 
pllysiology, University o f  Edi~~bnrgh. "Iat,ernal 
Secretion." 
lihnIITEESTTP AX ll F;I) TJCATIOh7AL hTRcl f 7 8  

'I'TIE:sum of $2,430.000 -vcr:ai; obtained for  
TTellcsley College i n  the Fourteen months just 
C Y ~ C ~ C ( ~ ,~ccord ing  to a ~ t a t o m e n t  given ont by 
tlre treasurer. Of this axr~ount $130,000, ill-
clutli~lgn coiitlitiorlnl pledge of $200,000 from 
the Cenerirl Etlucationnl Board, mas mi-ctl bc- 
fore the fire oi' Alnrc311 17, wllcll Collrge Trill1 
n7xs I~urnrtl .  The rer~laining @2,000,000 iil- 
c~lucles a pledge from the Roc~l~cl'cllcr Founcta-
ti011 of $750,000. Or11.y thrcc gifts of over 
$10,000 hare  beell rec.ci~-etl ii~rcbc last August. 
One or t l i c~e  a-as nladc but tell dagr ago. :-lnd 
ma. a gift  f rom Mr. Oarnegic~ of $95,000 for 
the cnlargernent of the library. 

r 1I rle 3l:1>saelnlietts Tnstitute of Techl~ulogy 
113s reeclrctl ill gifts during the past yenr t h e  
culn of $100,000, besides two itcrns n.11i.rc.irl 
tlre in,titntc. is rcsidurary legatee, and ihe 
mnonntq l i ~ v e  nut been tleter~nincd. Follow- 
i l ~ g  is the list : Gecluest of Caroline 1,. 117. 
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French (outright), $100,000 ; (residue), $100,- 
000 ; Lucius Tuttle, $50,000 ; Sathaiiiel 
Thaxer, $50,000; Killiarn Endicott (residue), 
$25,000; Natilda 13. Crocker (outright), $20,- 
000; (residue), $20,000; Xrs. IJT, A. Abbe, 
$10,000; gift for George I-Ielzry Xay scliolar- 
ship, $10,000; gifts for research in a number 
of amounts, $10,000. 

01110 UNIVERSITY,Athens, Ohio, has just put 
into service its $15,000 electric light ancl power 
plant. The boiler plailt was previously in-
stalled in connection Kith the central heating 
system, and the above sum covered the cost of 
other station equipment, underground cables 
connecting t,he station with the various build- 
ings, and the necessary transformers. The 
total capacity of the plant is nearly 400 horse- 
power. 

T I I ~complete report of the proceedings of 
the First National Conference on Cni~ersi t ies 
and Public Sen-ice has been printed, extend- 
ing to 350 pages. Copies mill he sent free to 
trustees and other uni-iersity officers, public 
officials, editors and librarians. To others it 
will be senr at cost of publication on appli-
cation to Edward A. Fitzpatrick. Box 380, 
Maciison, Visconsin. 

H. J. PATTERSOX has resigned as president 
of the Xaryrand College and Station, to tdre 
effect July 1, 1915, reconimendi~lg in his let- 
ter of resignation t h ~  abolishing of the office 
of president and the silbstitution of an ad-
ministrative commission consisting of a di-
rector of college work, the director of the sta- 
tion, and the director of extension worlr. This 
plan is under consideration by the board of 
trustees. 

DISCCSSIOS AlVD CORRESPONDENCE 

I'R4TCRXITIES AND SCIIOI~4RSITIP 

THEcommunication on " Fraternities and 
Scholarship " published in a recent number of 
SCIEKCE~touches a. problem of decided inter- 
est-the relation of fraternities to the welfwre 
of our higher institutions of learning-and 
one which has received much attention during 
the past few Sear.. part icularl~ in  the univer- 

1 SCIESCE,October 18, p. 542. 

sities and colleges of the south and west. The 
treatment of the question by the writer who 
happens to be the assistant dean for men in 
the University of Illinois, although presented 
in a verx "readable" form, leaves much to he 
desired h o ~ e r e r  from even an elementarv sta- 
tistical standpoint, and the reader may well 
hesitate as to the collclusions to be drawn from 
the data presented, begond the idea that fra- 
ternities may be taught to appreciate the high 
grades which are assumed to represent 
scholarship. Perhaps the deinonstration of a 
proposition of this nature is sufficient, for the 
opportunity to thus influence men separated 
into groups competing with one another, goes 
far  toward justifying the existence of such 
groups even though they nlay lzave certain 
shortcomings. 

While among all men students (2,600) there 
is an increase in the arerage grade from 81.1 
per cent.Vor the 6rst semester of 1909-10 to 
82.3 per cent. for the second semester of 1913- 
14 and anlong fraternity men (700) from 
78.7 per cent. to 81.9 per cent. for the same 
period, the actual increase during the five 
years is less, inasmuch as average second 
semester grades are in every case higher than 
first semester grades of the same college year, 
a result undoubtedly due to the elimination 
of the poorer students at  the end of the first 
semester. Therefore similar semesters should 
be compared and the gain is from 81.4 per 
cent. to 82.3 per cent. for all men students- 
relatively 1.11 per cent.-and from 19.7 per 
cent, to 81.1 per cent. for fraternities-rela- 
tively 2.51 per cent. 

This is really a small increase to result 
from n five-year propaganda and when taken 
into considei~ation with other factors which 
may have been instrumental in bringing about 
the result, one might wonder as to whether 
the smoke denoted a fire. The plot.ting of 
graphs with relatively long ordinates often 
conveys a misleading in~pression. 

For the second semester of 1910-11 to the 
second semester of 1918-14 there is practically 
no gain for the average grade of all students 
~ ~ h i l efraternity students exhibit a gain ap-

2 Approximations from the published chart. 


