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more than any man here." . . . "Yea, fo~sooth, fessors now, Lloyd, Guthe and TatlocIc, dis-
good Inaster (cjuoti this old man), for I am well cussing t h e  life and times, the  philosophy, t h e  
nigh a hundred years old. . . . [andl for~ooth, sir, scicrltific activity and tile relation to magic
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spenk~ng of any flats or sands that stopped the Simply tlte titles of the esqays i n  the pres- 
haven, sail therefore 1 think that the Tentcrton- cnt  volume, ant1 the list of contributors, pup 
steeplc is tlir cause of the destroying 2nd docay 5uclr a high tribute to  tllc intellectual activity 
of Sandwich haven." And so to my purpose, is of' Roger ~ a c o I ltha t  it seplns desiral,li> to pre-
preaeh~ng God's aord the cause of rebellion, as tllc list of contt.nts: 
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XI. 	Roger Bacon : His Relations to Alchemy and 
Chemistry. By M. M. Pattison Muir, 
M.A., Fellow, and formerly Przleetor in 
Chemistry, of Gonville and Caius College, 
Cambridge. 

XII. Roger Baeon and Gunpowder. 	 By Lienten- 
ant-Colonel 11. TV. L. Hi~ne, (late) Royal 
Artillery. 

XIII. Roger Baron and Xedicine. 	 By E. With-
ington, M.A., M.B. 

XIV. Roger Bacon in English Literature. By Sir 
Jolin Edwin Snndys, T~itt.D., LL.D., 
F.B.A., F.R.S.L., Public 0r:~tor in the 
University of Cambriage. 

Appendix. Roger Raeon's Works, with references 
to the MSX. and Printed Editions. 
By 11. G. Little. 

A critical discussion of these fourteen cs-
says is obviously beyond the power of any 
cne individual. However, any scholar in any 
field will find much that is of interest and 
even of profit, in intellectual stimulus, in all 
of these essays. Roger Bacon came at  a time 
when the world of the Middle Ages was re-
awakening. The learning of the Greeks and 
the Byzantines, the learning of the Jews, and 
the learning of the Arabs, were made acces-
sible to tho scholars of that time by the nu- 
merous translators of the eleventh, twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries; although Roger 
Bacon had much to say about the inaccuracy 
of many of the translations with which his 
readers were familiar, the fact remains that to 
the authors of these worlrs is due in large 
measure the revival of learning which was in 
full swing in the thirteenth century. It need 
then occasion no surprise that much of the 
material which is found in the writings of 
IZogcr Bacon may be found in the writings 
of Greek, Jewish and particularly Arabic 
scholars who preceded him. So, too, as Baur 
points out, the teachings of Bacon may fre- 
quently be traced to the influence of Robert 
Crosseteste, the great Bishop of Lincoln and 
a scholar entirely of the type of Bacon. Nor 
docs this dependence upon earlier writers di- 
minish the importance and significance of 
Bacon's worlr. There are now and then those 
geniuses who proceed far  in advance of the 

main body of scholars; but their work in a 
large measure is lost unless, in some way, the 
great mass of scholars can arrive a t  the point 
to which the advance guard has attained. 
Only in this way can we understand how i t  
happened that the work of Archimedes, so 
mnch in advance of its age, exerted so little 
influence for fifteen hundred years. Archi-
medcs lacked continuators and those who 
could popularize his worli. 

The modern point of view in many discus- 
sions is most striking. Bacon would have the 
ancient languages studied for a more coni-
plete and precise understanding of the Scrip- 
tures; he urged the study of modern lan-
guages in order to pronlote trade, to facilitate 
political relationships, and for the conserva-
tion of peace. The accounts of the great 
travellers of his time, and the geography of 
the worldj were of intense interest to him. 
I3is interest in mechanical discovcrics, and a 
somewhat prophetic vision, are evident in his 
statement : " I have not seen a flying machine, 
and I do not know ally one who has seen one; 
hut I know a wise man who has thought out 
the principle of the thing." 

This work can be commended in its en-
tirety to all students of science. The volume 
is interesting and instructive in many ways. 
Any one who reads the work through will 
have obtained a very clem idea of the intcl- 
lcctual activity, and the life of the studerlts 
in the Middle Ages, as well as a renewed ap- 
preciation of the ~~nder ly ingunity of all 
learning. 

The first three essays in the work are 
written in English, German and French, re-
spectively; the following three are written by 
a Cardinal of the Roman Church, a Jew and 
an American. May this kind of international 
cooperation speedily return, and wipe out the 
memory of these terrible days when gun-
powder, possibly invented by Roger Bacon 
and used by him as an amusement for chil- 
dren, is being used by civilized man for the 
destruction of his fellows. 
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