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discussions which took place afterward around 
the refreshment tables in the library augured 
well for the success of the new series of 
lectures. 

T t  is the plan of the colnlnittee in charge 
to hold these gatherings on the first and third 
Weclnesdays of each rnonth until the middle 
of &lay. A large nurnber of important com-
munications have been promised by many 
olficers of the various scientific establishments 
about Boston and Canlbridgc. Among these 
may be mentioned especially Professor 11.I;. 
Fcrnaltl who a t  the next meetillg will speak 
upon the Flora of Block Island in Relation to 
that of Capc Cotl. At thr third meeting Pro- 
f e s s ~ ~ *  T.V. Atwood will address theWallace 
society on Nesa Vercle, with remarks upon the 
ancient cliff dwellings in that region. Papers 
have also been promised by Professor W. M. 
Davis, on his recent researches on the Reefs 
of the Xonth Pacific, by Professors J. 13. Wood-
worth, P. E. Raymond, R. A. Daly, C. T. 
Rrues, Q. 11. Pa~Icer,E. T. Jaclcson, 11. w. 
Shimer, C. Palache. as well as by Dr. H. B. 
n ig~ low anci Xr. C. TTi. Johnson, the curator 
of the society's museum. 

Xany changes have been niade in the Mu- 
scum building since the lectures were discon- 
tinued five years ago. The lecture hall has 
been complelely renovated and reequipped 
throughout, so that i t  is now an attractive 
and cheerful meeting place. Even greater 
changes may be seen in the other parts of the 
hnildiiig. The museutn has definitely decided 
to lay spccial emphasis on exhibits of New 
England natural history and with this end 
in view has entered into a scheme of coopera- 
tion with the University Museum in Cam-
bridge. The long unused collections of foreign 
material a r ~being sext there and the space 
devoted to exl~ibits of modern groups of New 
England mammals and birds. The other 
branches of New England natural history are 
also being appropriately clisplayed. 

.-.--

T B E  	PROPOSED TORONTO JInETING Olr' 
T17E AJifERIC/I N ASSOCIrlTIOAT 

TIIE Tiniversity of Toronto and the scien- 
tific Inen of tlie city had exterlded a cordial 

invitation to the American Association for the 
i\dvancement of Science ant1 the Affiliated 
Societies to meet in Toronto a year hence. 
The circulnstances which will make this im- 
possible arc explained in the followirlg letters, 
acldrvssed to Dr. T,. 0. EIoward, permanent 
secletary of the association. Dr. Eobert W. 
Falconer, president of the nniversity, writes: 

T have had a. meeting of tho committee which 
the university appointed to make arrangements 
for the reception of the American ilssociation for 
the Advancement of Scienre, which acreptecl our 
inxilation to n ~ e e t  here a year ago from next De- 
cember. Our committee had been intending to use 
el cry effort to make the moetinp a highly sucreis- 
fu l  one, anil -\re nere hoping to create a nidespread 
interest in the association. I-Io-wever, the ontbrenli 
of this terrible war has made an entirely new situ-
ation. At present the war hangs over a s  like a 
cloud so heavily that i t  vould bo very llard indeed 
for us  to  arouse illterest in a scientific meeting. 
Also, the financial situation is anything but  prom- . . 
mng.  We can not hazard any conjerture as lo  the 
length of the mar, though we are nlaking prepara- 
tions on the assumption that it may last for  
ailotl~er year a t  least. IVhat condition me shall 
he in then no one can tell. Our committee thought 
that lt v a s  only right that  I shoulil tlius place onr 
ronditions befol.e you a t  this early stage on the 
chance that you might be able to change the place 
of meeting and come to us later, a t  a tirne mhen 
we shall be  able to give you a melcon~e that we 
~ ~ o u l dlie anxious to accord tlie association. 

Professor J. C. Fields writes on behalf of 
the local comlnittce : 

At a meeting of tlie local eseciitive committee 
we 11ad an extended discussion on the prospects of 
the meeting of the American Association for tlie 
Advancelllent of Science to which \re folks up  here 
were all looking formard with so mnch interest. 
I n  view of the conditions alleady induced by the 
war and the uncertainty of tlie future i t  was the 
general disappointed sense of tlie members that 
me might not be in a. position to arouse sufficient 
local interest or otlier~rise he able to assure such :I 

success as mr sholild w ~ s h  for the meeting. I-Ieie 
e l ~ r y t h i n gis disorga~lizerl by tlie mar and its issuc,s . . -

ore~sllado~veverything else. Students 2nd mem-
I , , , ~ ~of tile facnlty a jo  dlilling mally are  

likely to go to the front, so that we hardly ltnow 
what vr~ll be the position of affairs here by tlirs 
time nest year. The rnernbers of tlie conlnlittee 
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thought tllat you might perhape still be  able to  
arrange fo r  a n~eeting place a year from Derem- 
ber and that t l ~ e  association vould do us tlie honor 
of meeting here some time later on nhen we have 
reverted to normal eonditions. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND ArEWS 

AT t l ~ ePhilaclelphia meeting Section C will 
hold a scssion on the afternoon of Thursday, 
Decenibcr 31, for the reaclii~g of papers, and a 
eecond scssion, jointly with Section IC and the 
Society of lZ~ncrican P,actcriologists, on Fri-
day, January 1, a t  10 A.M. The latter will be 
clevoted to a symposiunl on ( 'The Lower Or- 
ganisms in Relation to Man's Welfare," for 
which the following progranl has been ar-
ranged : 
i/ Theories of Fennmtation," Vice-president C. L. 

Alsberg. 
Tlie g ~ n e r x l  mechanism of the action of ferments: 

'Enzyme Action, ' ' C. S. JIudson. 
-A discnssion of tho clie~nical changes involved in 

the action of enzymes: 
""R81e of Microorganisms in  the Intestinal 

Canal," A. 1. Kendall. 
"Use of Bacteria in the Treatment of Textile 

Fibers,)'  F. P. Gorharn. 
''&Microorganisms in thcir Application to  Agri- 

cultlire," C. E. Marshall, 

SECTIONIi (Pl~ysiology and Experimental 
Medicine) will hold two meetings in Phila- 
delpliia during Convocation Weelr. 
4. 	 Thursday, December 31, 2 P.M. 1,aboratory of 

Hygiene, University of Pennsylvania. 
Vice presidential address: Dr. 'Phcodore IXough, 

l 1The Classification of Nelvons Reactions." 
1Symposium 	 on Ventilation (jointly with the 

Society of American Racteriolngists) : 
(a)  	"Air borne Diseases," Ilr. A. C.  Ab-

bott, Unitersity of Pennsylvania. 
( 6 )  	"Fondamental Pliysical Problems of 

Ventilation," Dr. E. B. Phelps, 
United States Iiygienic Lal~oratory. 

( c )  	"Standards of Ventilat~on--Hygienic 
and Bsthetic," Dr. C -E. A. Wins-
low, New Yorlr State Commission of 
Ventilation. 

( d )  	"Modern De\elopmentr in Air Condi- 
tions," Mr. D. D. Kimball, New 
Yolk State Commission of Ventila-
tion. 

2. Friday, January 1, I I  A.M. of Hy-I~a l~ora to ry  
giene, linivr~rsity of Pennsylvania. 

Symposinm on tlie Life of the Lower Organ-
isms in R(,lntion to Man's Wolfarc (jointly 
~v i lh  Section C and the Society of American 
Bacteriologists) . 

The program will be announced later. 

T r r ~program lor Section &f, Agriculture, 
is nonr complete. A single session will be 
held, on December 30, in the engineering 
bailding of t l ~ r  TTnivcrsity of Pennsylvania, 
beginning a t  2 P.M. The president of the 
association, Dr. Cliarles W. Eliot, will preside 
at the opening of the session, during the pres- 
entation of the atld'ess of tlie vice-president, 
Dr. J,. FI. Bailcy, on ('TEIC Place of IZesearch 
and of Publicity in tlie Forthcoming Country 
Life Dcvelopmcnt." A symposinm will fol- 
low, on Thc Field of Itural Economics, par- 
ticigatcd in by the following spcalicrs: 

"Rural Economics from the Standpoint of the 
E'armer," JTon. Call Vioolnnn, assistasit secretaiy 
of agricult nre. 

' 'Credit and Agiicnlture," Professor G. N. 1~ai1-
man, college of aglicultnre, Cornell Unjve~sity. 

' ' l\Iarlieting and Distril~ution problem^, " Mr. 
C. J. Brand. chief ofices of markets, U. S. Dept. 
of Agriculture. 

"The D~stinclion 1,ct~ccn Efficiency in Produr- 
tion and Efficiency in H:rrgaining," Dr. T. N. 
Carver, IIarvard Unibersity. 

A DIXNI:R was given in Boston on Deccm- 
her 7 to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of 
tlie coiinection of Professor Robert IT. Rich-
ards with the &~a~sac l~use t t s  Institute of Tech- 
nology as stlrilent and tcacher. The spealrers 
were President Richaril C. Maclaurin, in be- 
half of thc institute; BIr. Ebcll S. Steveils of 
tlie 	 same graduating class with Professor 
Ric.liarcls, '68, of Qnincbaug, Conn., in behalf 
of his fellows a t  the scl-iool; Professor Chas. 
It. Cros?, '70, in 1,ehallf of t h e  faculty and 
Jasper Whitiag, '89, president of the Alunlni 
Association in behalf of 11is association. The 
presentation was made to the institute of a 
portrait of Professor Richards by Miss Mar- 
garet 	F. Richardson, of Boston. It presents 
l~ im,  seated, consideririg a question which the 
ope11 letter in his hand has brought to  him. 


