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thrcc yeam, the great i n s ~ ~ r a n c e  corporation of 
Llogds has rc1,ortcd t h a t  over 134,000 tons of 
shipping irr ~vlvllicll thily were intercstetl, had  
niysleriously tlisappearcd, involving a loss of 
over $13,000,000. 

ll'hilbt t he  first tluty of the expedition will 
be Lo accr~rntcly chart t h r  seas, the vessel ~ v i l l  
carry a stall' of twelve scientific Inen, ~ v h o  will 
~ n a k ca t l l o r o ~ ~ g hinvestigatiou of all places 
visited, and i11 little lrnowrl regions, parties 
mill I)e left {or short periods t o  carry on work 
in many brai~cl.~es of scic>nce. I'hc cxpeclilion 
has been fortunate iiz enlisting the pr:lct;cal 
support of rrlauy govt~rurncnts, and after con- 
sultation with hydrographers i n  many part.: 
of Ihc worlcl, the i o l l o w i ~ ~ g  itinerary liai becn 
agreed upon. 

Lr~a\ring London i n  J lmr .  survcyilig morlr 
will 1)c carried on in the Korth Atlantic, $?ar- 
ticularly i n  the vicinity of the sinlring of the 
r 'rrfnnic-wllcre on three occa~io11s x rock has 
bccn reported--thence down the Atlantic. a f t ~ r  
c : l l l i ~ ~ ~several ports i r ~this country, tn then t  

Pnnama Canal. 
F o r  the next four  years iilvesiiqations will 

be matle i n  the Pacific Ocean, calling a t  nlost 
of thi, little known islailds, and extentling i n  
its operations fronr the Sea of Ohkoi ~ 1 r  to King 
Edward TTTI. Land. 

On leaving the  Pacific, tllc expedition will 
i ~ o n t i n l ~ e  tllcits work arliougst the island., of 
E x i t  11ldic.s thruce t o  Z a n ~ i b a r  by way of 
('olmnbo, Seychelles and Xolnbnsa. Later 
coniitlerablc time will be spent i11 thc unlmown 
w:ltrrs south ot Sladagascar. After (*allin:. a t  
Natal,  thc  vck~cl  mill once more sail fo r  Ant- 
arcatic ~ v a t ~ ~ s ,  coa tand endeavor t o  fintl the 
linp between Queen Nary Tkud and t21c ST'ccl- 
tlcll Sea. On leaving Ihesc latitudes a thor-
ouqh ~rrveiti,rntion will be lnatlt of' thc Santl- 
wic l~  T\lancls, 1v11ic.h arc, a t  pri,qcitlt unsnrvrpctl. 
Coutiiluiag wc\t~vard o c . c a r ~ o ~ r a ~ ~ l ~ i c  worB will 
IIC carrictl on nrounrl Sontll (;eorgia and tlre 
Yalklauti Islands. From Por t  Stanley a liiic 
ot' sountlirlgi will he madc. to Trontevideo, ex-
amining sc\.c.ral qli:~llow patches jn tllr South 
Atlantic,, a l ~ d  tll( ' l l~r by way of 'TIinidad, 
AlIiirti t l  Irnz nncl Capr. Verclc Islallils Io London. 

d FOSSIL BOTAil'ICAT, (GABDEN 

TIIENew YorB Slate  BIusenm has received 
from JSTillarcI Lester, Kscl., a dcetl of gif t  of 
about thrcr: acres of land in the t o r n  of Cxrcen- 
field, two miles west of Saratoga Springs, 
\v?vhicli i~lclucle the mitlcly linowll " Cryptoaoon 
I,eclge," aird this little proycrty is set apart  
as :i public geological park to be l>rclservrd and 
protectccl by the state because of its scientific 
interest. 

The acquisition of this natural  m o n i ~ n i e ~ l t  
by frce gif t  from n distingaisl~crl citizen of 
the state is not only the expression of a. fine 
sentitnellt, 1)ut i t  brings untlpr authoritative 
care a noteworthy natural  phenomerion. Thcl 
Cryptozoon is a marine calcareous alga arhicl~ 
grew i11 great splierical hotlies ai~cl in the Cam-
brian seas which dcpositcd the lilrlestoncs of 
this parlr, they nrcrc so : ibunrl~nt  as to  form 
cxtciirivc reel's. The IToyt (Cambrian) limc- 
storic here forms a lcrlgc which has been planed 
oJT by thc icse s1'rrec.t so that  the Clryptozoa are 
smoothed dow11 to a I(bvcl sr~rfncc a n d  t h r i r  
interior structure beautifully displayed over 
a n  area of about a h:Jf atarc. The sift, h o w  
ever, iuclndcs thc extension of thiz lcclgo into 
other n:ltnrnl roclr faces n l ~ d  :lbaiitloncd worlr- 
ingc o f  the old IIoyt qnarry from svhit+l t21c 
geological formation talrcs its name. 

The little 11rop~r1y wl~ich is to 1 1 ~known as 
the "Lh,cl\ter P a r k  77 is of great na t l~rn l  beauty, 
both in  itielf and in i ts  approachrs, bu t  not the 
least iutcrcsting thing all;,out i t  is the fact  tha t  
it is given t o  thc because of i ts  gco- 
logical and etlucatioual worth. 

JOHX ~ I ~ , I I { I C J CA[. 
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Ow lITr~ilncsclay evening, Koveniher 18, Pro- 

fcssors TI. L. Clark: and Alcxa~~clerMchdie 

addressed t11c first of the general i ~ ~ c e t i n g s  
of 

the society ~vllich are  1)cing r~snrnccl 1 h i b  sea-

yon. Dr.  Clarlc spolic on Ncw Australasian 

Bchinotlcrlns c.oll~ctrd by 6.  6 .  E ~ r d c u o o ~ 
a l ~ t l  
Dr.  llcL'idie spolre uptln Exploring t h r  Air. 
The iirh~resl slrown I)y the lnrge n u n ~ h e r  of 
rnernll;,crs ~ ~ r c r e l l t  nrltl tho uuinl,t~r of iuforlnal 
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discussions which took place afterward around 
the refreshment tables in the library augured 
well for the success of the new series of 
lectures. 

T t  is the plan of the colnlnittee in charge 
to hold these gatherings on the first and third 
Weclnesdays of each rnonth until the middle 
of &lay. A large nurnber of important com-
munications have been promised by many 
olficers of the various scientific establishments 
about Boston and Canlbridgc. Among these 
may be mentioned especially Professor 11.I;. 
Fcrnaltl who a t  the next meetillg will speak 
upon the Flora of Block Island in Relation to 
that of Capc Cotl. At thr third meeting Pro- 
f e s s ~ ~ *  T.V. Atwood will address theWallace 
society on Nesa Vercle, with remarks upon the 
ancient cliff dwellings in that region. Papers 
have also been promised by Professor W. M. 
Davis, on his recent researches on the Reefs 
of the Xonth Pacific, by Professors J. 13. Wood-
worth, P. E. Raymond, R. A. Daly, C. T. 
Rrues, Q. 11. Pa~Icer,E. T. Jaclcson, 11. w. 
Shimer, C. Palache. as well as by Dr. H. B. 
n ig~ low anci Xr. C. TTi. Johnson, the curator 
of the society's museum. 

Xany changes have been niade in the Mu- 
scum building since the lectures were discon- 
tinued five years ago. The lecture hall has 
been complelely renovated and reequipped 
throughout, so that i t  is now an attractive 
and cheerful meeting place. Even greater 
changes may be seen in the other parts of the 
hnildiiig. The museutn has definitely decided 
to lay spccial emphasis on exhibits of New 
England natural history and with this end 
in view has entered into a scheme of coopera- 
tion with the University Museum in Cam-
bridge. The long unused collections of foreign 
material a r ~being sext there and the space 
devoted to exl~ibits of modern groups of New 
England mammals and birds. The other 
branches of New England natural history are 
also being appropriately clisplayed. 

.-.--

T B E  	PROPOSED TORONTO JInETING Olr' 
T17E AJifERIC/I N ASSOCIrlTIOAT 

TIIE Tiniversity of Toronto and the scien- 
tific Inen of tlie city had exterlded a cordial 

invitation to the American Association for the 
i\dvancement of Science ant1 the Affiliated 
Societies to meet in Toronto a year hence. 
The circulnstances which will make this im- 
possible arc explained in the followirlg letters, 
acldrvssed to Dr. T,. 0. EIoward, permanent 
secletary of the association. Dr. Eobert W. 
Falconer, president of the nniversity, writes: 

T have had a. meeting of tho committee which 
the university appointed to make arrangements 
for the reception of the American ilssociation for 
the Advancement of Scienre, which acreptecl our 
inxilation to n ~ e e t  here a year ago from next De- 
cember. Our committee had been intending to use 
el cry effort to make the moetinp a highly sucreis- 
fu l  one, anil -\re nere hoping to create a nidespread 
interest in the association. I-Io-wever, the ontbrenli 
of this terrible war has made an entirely new situ-
ation. At present the war hangs over a s  like a 
cloud so heavily that i t  vould bo very llard indeed 
for us  to  arouse illterest in a scientific meeting. 
Also, the financial situation is anything but  prom- . . 
mng.  We can not hazard any conjerture as lo  the 
length of the mar, though we are nlaking prepara- 
tions on the assumption that it may last for  
ailotl~er year a t  least. IVhat condition me shall 
he in then no one can tell. Our committee thought 
that lt v a s  only right that  I shoulil tlius place onr 
ronditions befol.e you a t  this early stage on the 
chance that you might be able to change the place 
of meeting and come to us later, a t  a tirne mhen 
we shall be  able to give you a melcon~e that we 
~ ~ o u l dlie anxious to accord tlie association. 

Professor J. C. Fields writes on behalf of 
the local comlnittce : 

At a meeting of tlie local eseciitive committee 
we 11ad an extended discussion on the prospects of 
the meeting of the American Association for tlie 
Advancelllent of Science to which \re folks up  here 
were all looking formard with so mnch interest. 
I n  view of the conditions alleady induced by the 
war and the uncertainty of tlie future i t  was the 
general disappointed sense of tlie members that 
me might not be in a. position to arouse sufficient 
local interest or otlier~rise he able to assure such :I 

success as mr sholild w ~ s h  for the meeting. I-Ieie 
e l ~ r y t h i n gis disorga~lizerl by tlie mar and its issuc,s . . -

ore~sllado~veverything else. Students 2nd mem-
I , , , ~ ~of tile facnlty a jo  dlilling mally are  

likely to go to the front, so that we hardly ltnow 
what vr~ll be the position of affairs here by tlirs 
time nest year. The rnernbers of tlie conlnlittee 


