
884 XCTENCJE [N. 8. \:or,. XI,. NO. 1042 

thrcc yeam, the great i n s ~ ~ r a n c e  corporation of 
Llogds has rc1,ortcd t h a t  over 134,000 tons of 
shipping irr ~vlvllicll thily were intercstetl, had  
niysleriously tlisappearcd, involving a loss of 
over $13,000,000. 

ll'hilbt t he  first tluty of the expedition will 
be Lo accr~rntcly chart t h r  seas, the vessel ~ v i l l  
carry a stall' of twelve scientific Inen, ~ v h o  will 
~ n a k ca t l l o r o ~ ~ g hinvestigatiou of all places 
visited, and i11 little lrnowrl regions, parties 
mill I)e left {or short periods t o  carry on work 
in many brai~cl.~es of scic>nce. I'hc cxpeclilion 
has been fortunate iiz enlisting the pr:lct;cal 
support of rrlauy govt~rurncnts, and after con- 
sultation with hydrographers i n  many part.: 
of Ihc worlcl, the i o l l o w i ~ ~ g  itinerary liai becn 
agreed upon. 

Lr~a\ring London i n  J lmr .  survcyilig morlr 
will 1)c carried on in the Korth Atlantic, $?ar- 
ticularly i n  the vicinity of the sinlring of the 
r 'rrfnnic-wllcre on three occa~io11s x rock has 
bccn reported--thence down the Atlantic. a f t ~ r  
c : l l l i ~ ~ ~several ports i r ~this country, tn then t  

Pnnama Canal. 
F o r  the next four  years iilvesiiqations will 

be matle i n  the Pacific Ocean, calling a t  nlost 
of thi, little known islailds, and extentling i n  
its operations fronr the Sea of Ohkoi ~ 1 r  to King 
Edward TTTI. Land. 

On leaving the  Pacific, tllc expedition will 
i ~ o n t i n l ~ e  tllcits work arliougst the island., of 
E x i t  11ldic.s thruce t o  Z a n ~ i b a r  by way of 
('olmnbo, Seychelles and Xolnbnsa. Later 
coniitlerablc time will be spent i11 thc unlmown 
w:ltrrs south ot Sladagascar. After (*allin:. a t  
Natal,  thc  vck~cl  mill once more sail fo r  Ant- 
arcatic ~ v a t ~ ~ s ,  coa tand endeavor t o  fintl the 
linp between Queen Nary Tkud and t21c ST'ccl- 
tlcll Sea. On leaving Ihesc latitudes a thor-
ouqh ~rrveiti,rntion will be lnatlt of' thc Santl- 
wic l~  T\lancls, 1v11ic.h arc, a t  pri,qcitlt unsnrvrpctl. 
Coutiiluiag wc\t~vard o c . c a r ~ o ~ r a ~ ~ l ~ i c  worB will 
IIC carrictl on nrounrl Sontll (;eorgia and tlre 
Yalklauti Islands. From Por t  Stanley a liiic 
ot' sountlirlgi will he madc. to Trontevideo, ex-
amining sc\.c.ral qli:~llow patches jn tllr South 
Atlantic,, a l ~ d  tll( ' l l~r by way of 'TIinidad, 
AlIiirti t l  Irnz nncl Capr. Verclc Islallils Io London. 

d 77OSSIL BOTAil'ICAT, (GABDEN 

TIIENew YorB Slate  BIusenm has received 
from JSTillarcI Lester, Kscl., a dcetl of gif t  of 
about thrcr: acres of land in the t o r n  of Cxrcen- 
field, two miles west of Saratoga Springs, 
\v?vhicli i~lclucle the mitlcly linowll " Cryptoaoon 
I,eclge," aird this little proycrty is set apart  
as :i public geological park to be l>rclservrd and 
protectccl by the state because of its scientific 
interest. 

The acquisition of this natural  m o n i ~ n i e ~ l t  
by frce gif t  from n distingaisl~crl citizen of 
the state is not only the expression of a. fine 
sentitnellt, 1)ut i t  brings untlpr authoritative 
care a noteworthy natural  phenomerion. Thcl 
Cryptozoon is a marine calcareous alga arhicl~ 
grew i11 great splierical hotlies ai~cl in the Cam-
brian seas which dcpositcd the lilrlestoncs of 
this parlr, they nrcrc so : ibunrl~nt  as to  form 
cxtciirivc reel's. The IToyt (Cambrian) limc- 
storic here forms a lcrlgc which has been planed 
oJT by thc icse s1'rrec.t so that  the Clryptozoa are 
smoothed dow11 to a I(bvcl sr~rfncc a n d  t h r i r  
interior structure beautifully displayed over 
a n  area of about a h:Jf atarc. The sift, h o w  
ever, iuclndcs thc extension of thiz lcclgo into 
other n:ltnrnl roclr faces n l ~ d  :lbaiitloncd worlr- 
ingc o f  the old IIoyt qnarry from svhit+l t21c 
geological formation talrcs its name. 

The little 11rop~r1y wl~ich is to 1 1 ~known as 
the "Lh,cl\ter P a r k  77 is of great na t l~rn l  beauty, 
both in  itielf and in i ts  approachrs, bu t  not the 
least iutcrcsting thing all;,out i t  is the fact  tha t  
it is given t o  thc because of i ts  gco- 
logical and etlucatioual worth. 
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Ow lITr~ilncsclay evening, Koveniher 18, Pro- 

fcssors TI. L. Clark: and Alcxa~~clerMchdie 

addressed t11c first of the general i ~ ~ c e t i n g s  
of 

the society ~vllich are  1)cing r~snrnccl 1 h i b  sea-

yon. Dr.  Clarlc spolic on Ncw Australasian 

Bchinotlcrlns c.oll~ctrd by 6.  6 .  E ~ r d c u o o ~ 
a l ~ t l  
Dr.  llcL'idie spolre uptln Exploring t h r  Air. 
The iirh~resl slrown I)y the lnrge n u n ~ h e r  of 
rnernll;,crs ~ ~ r c r e l l t  nrltl tho uuinl,t~r of iuforlnal 


