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von Gruber finds that  the descendants of one 
million people would af ter  100 ycars only 
amount to  347,000 souls. 

T o  counteract the modern tendency t o  race 
suicide von Grubcr proposes (1)Improvement 
of the  economic condition of families with 
many  children by proper laws. (2) Limita-
tion of the economic advantages of childless- 
ness. (3) Supl)rcqsion of those agencies which, 
for  pecuniary gains, spread t h e  vice of race 
suicide. H e  takes a n  energetic s tand against 
those modern "refonncrs" who wo~ild loosen 
the  marriage ties. ITe consiclers t h e  modern 
monogamous marriage t h e  only basis of 
healthy sexual relations. Freedom i n  mar-
riage would become "free love" and end i n  
general sterility. ITe condemns the  claim of 
the law consmittee of the  Fedcratiois of Ger-
m a n  Women, who maintain t h a t  '<as  a free 
person woman is the mistress over her own 
body and may destroy a germ which, i n  i ts  
i n i t i d  stage, is  a n  illseparable part of her own 
body." The  ideal of woman's emancipation 
has never been more nearly approached than i n  
Imperial Rome, whcrc sterility was a general 
phenomenon. 

It is nothing but just tha t  the state bear a 
part of the expenses of parents with a numer- 
ous family. Parents  who have three or more 
normal and healthy children under 14 years 
should be paid a monthly contribution, and if 
they have raised three or more children they 
should receive a n  old age pensiois when they 
have reached the  age of CO years. Besides 
these economic advantages von Gruber would 
give a father of three or  more children a plural 
vote a t  all elections proportional t o  thc number 
of his children. A large portion of the snms 
expended i n  the assistance of fa~nil ics  with 
many children could be procured by a t ax  on 
the  incomes of bachelors and parents with few 
or no children. Von Grubcr proposes severe 
laws against the  "propaganda for  tho two-
children systcni," as we11 as seyere penalties on 
criminal abortion and on the advertisement 
and sale of drugs and other mcans for  the prc- 
vention of conception. 

A. ALLEMANN 

PA T E N T  I~XEDICINESI N  GIZEAT BXITAIN 

'~RC:-F,LJ. throngh the efforts of the  American 
JLcdical Association a11d through legislation 
by Congress somc progress has been made in 
t11c Ulsited States i n  limiting the dangers from 
the sale and use of secret medicines. The  
conclitioiss are now worsc i n  Great  Bri ta in 
than i n  this country, and i n  1912 the  govern- 
rnent appointed a sclect committee which has 
.just issuer1 a n  abstract of i ts  report. It finds 
tha t  there is a large aiid increasing sale of 
patent and proprietary remedies and appli-
ance:: and of merlicated wines; t h a t  this con-
s1,ituies a grave and widespread public evil 
and tha t  " a n  intolerable state of things,)' 
rcquires new legislation t o  dcal with it, rather 
than m ~ r e l y  the amendniclit of existing laws. 
1,cgislation is  rccom~nended as follows: 

1. That every medicated wine and orcry propri- 
etary remedy containing more alcohol than tlrat re- 
q ~ ~ ~ r e dfor pharmacological pulposrs, br required to 
state upon the label thc proportion of alcohol con- 
tained ~n it. 

2. That tlre advertisement and sale (except the 
sale hy a do~tor  'S order) of medicines purporting 
to cnre the follo~vinp diseascs be prohibited: Can- 
cer, consumption, Inpus, de:lfness, diabetes, paraly 
sis, fits, cpilcpxy, locomotor ataxy, Bright's dis-
ease, rupture (without operation or appliance). 

3. That all ndvertisen~ents of remedies for dis- 
eases arising from sexual ~ntercourse or referring 
to sexual wwrnl~ness hc ~?rolribitcd. 

4. That all adverti.cen~ents likely to suggest that 
a medicirle is an abortrfacient be prollihited. 

5. That it  he a breach of the law t o  change the 
composition of a remcrly nithout informing the 
Department of the proposed change. 

6. Tlir~t fancy names for recognized drugs be 
rsnbject 1o regulation. 

7. Th:~ttlre period of valrdity of a name used 
as a tracle mark for a drug be limited, as in tho 
case of patents and col>yrights. 

8. That it be a ljreacll of the law to give a false 
trade descriplio~ of any r e ~ n d y ,  and that tho fol- 
lowing be a dvfinitron of a false trade drscription: 
"A statement, design, or device regarding any 
nrtlcle or prepalation, or the drug3 or jngredients 
or substances rontnined thelein, or the cilrative or 
tlicrapeutic effect the~eof, which is falso or mis-
leading in any lmrt~cular." And tlrat the onus 
of proof that he had re:isonable grorul(l for be- 
lief in the trnth of any statetl~ent by him regard- 
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ing a remedy, be placed upon the manufacturer or 
proprietor of snch remedy. 

9. That it be a breach of the law: (a) To en- 
close with one remedy printed matter recommend- 
ing another remedy. ( b )  To invite sufferers from 
any ailment to correspond with the vendor of a 
remedy. (c)  To make use of the name of a ficti- 
tious peTson in connection with a remedy. (But it 
should be within the power of the department to 
permit the exemption of an old-established remedy 
from this provision.) (cl) To make use of ficti- 
tious tt~stimonials. (e )  To p~iblish a recommenda- 
tion of a secret remedy by a medical practitioner 
unless his or her f u l l  name, qualifications and ad- 
dress be given. (f)  To promise to return money 
paid if a cure is not effected. 

THE TWENTY-FIFTIT ANNIVl?RXABY OF 
THE MISSOUEI BOTANICAL GARDEN 

THE 3lissouri Botanical Garden has made 
arrangements to celebrate its twenty-fifth anni- 
versary on October 15 and 16. The war in 
Europe niay interfere with the attendance of 
some of tlie foreign delegates, but i t  is known 
that all of those on the program will make 
every cffort to come and, in case this is im- 
possible, their papers will be sent in time to 
be read. The program is as follows: 

Thursday, October 15 

10 :30 A.M. Automobile ride tbrough the 
city for delegates and visiting scientists. 

1:00 P.M. Lunch a t  the garden. 
2 :00 P.M. Graduate lecture room: 
Address of welcome: Director George T. 

Moore. 
The I-listory and Functions of Botanical 

Gardens: Assistant Director Arthur W. Rill, 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, England. 

The Phylogenetic Taxonomy of the Flower- 
ing Plants: Professor Charles E. Bessey, 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Development of the Norwegian Flora Since 
the Ice Age: Professor N. Wille, University 
of Christiania, Christiania, Norway. 

. The Vegetation of Mona Island: Director in  
Chief, N. L. Britton, New York Botanical 
Garden, Bronx Park, N. Y. 

The Scientific Significance of the Imperial 
Botanic: Garden of Peter the Great, with Spe-

cial Reference to the Flora of Asia: Dr. 
Wladimir I. Lipsky, Jardin ImpBrjal Botani- 
que de Pierre le Grand, St. Petersburg, Russia. 

Comparative Carpology of Crucifers with 
Vesicular Fruits-Some General Biological 
and Systematic Conclusions: Director J. 
Briquet, Conservatoire et du Jardin Botaniques 
de la Ville GenBve, Geneva, Switzerland. 

The Origin of Monocotyledony: Professor 
John M. Coulter, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

8 :30-11:30 P.M. Reception. Director's 
Residence. 

Friday, October 16 

10 :80 A.M. Special personally conducted 
trip through the conservatories and grounds 
of the garden. Opportullity will be given 
during the morning for those who wish to 
spend time in the library or herbarium. 

12:30 P.M. Lunch at the Garden. 
1:30 P.M. Graduate lecture room : 
Recent Investigations on the Protoplasm of 

Plant Cells and Its Colloidal Properties : 
Professor Frederick Czapek, Pl~ysiologische~ 
Institut der K. K. Deutschen Universitit, 
Prag, Austria. 

Experimental Modification of the Germ 
Plasm: Director D. T. Macdougal, Depart- 
ment of Botanical Research, Carnegie Institu- 
tion of Washington, Tucson, Arizona. 

Hormone im Pflanzenreich : Director Hans 
Fitting, Botaniscl~es Anstalten der Universitiit 
Bonn, Bonn, Germany. 

The Law of Temperature Connected with 
the Distribution of Mlarine Alga : Professor 
William A. Setchell, University of California, 
Berkeley, California. 

Ueber Formbildung und Rhythmik der 
Pflanzen : Director George Klebs, Botanischee 
Institut Universitit Heidelberg, Eeidelberg, 
Germany. 

Phylogeny and Relationships in the Ascomy- 
cetes: Professor George F. Atkinson, Cornell 
University, ItElaca, New York. 

The Organiaation of a Musl~room: Professor 
A. IT. Reginald Euller, University of Mani-

toba, Winnipeg, Canada. 


A Conspectus of Bacterial Diseases in 
Plants :Dr. Erwin F. Smith, Bureau of Plant 


