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for construction, installation and mainte-
nance of electrical equipment to safeguard 
employees and the public are now under prep- 
aration by the Bureau of Standards, Depart- 
ment of Commerce. The rules for safety in 
the operation and handling of electrical lines 
and equipment, just published, proceed from 
a painstaking study by the engineers of the 
bureau of existing rules and practises. These 
are found to vary widely and to offer a very 
unsatisfactory basis for the formulation of 
mandatory codes by any state commission, un-
less a very extended study is made and the 
combined experience of many companies and 
workmen utilized. Many existing sets of 
rules have bren developed from insufficient data 
and experience, while the vast majority of 
companies have no rules whatever in effect. 
This lack of rules in force i s  partly due to 
inaction on the part of state authorities and 
partly to the difficulty and expense each com- 
pany encounters in preparing its own rules in 
any adequate form. The assistance of state 
con~missioncl, operating conlpanies and elcc-
trical worlrmen has been freely given to the 
bureau in this work, and the rules in their 
present form are offered to the public for 
criticism, discussion, and, so f a r  as may be 
found desirable, for general adoption. The 
scope of the safety rules includes all opera- 
tion of and morli on or about power and signal 
lilies, and the electrical equipment of central 
stations, substations, mines and testing de-
partments. The rules are divided into three 
parts. The first two parts consist of general 
rules which apply to the employer and to the 
employee, respectively, and the third part com- 
prises, under separate headings, those special 
rules which apply particularly to employees 
engaged in special classes of electrical work. 

TIIE U. S. National Museum announces that 
it is exhibiting some designs in silk dress 
goods which use tlie designs and symbols left 
by the Aztecs and other early Indian peoples. 
Much material for designs pertaining to  this 
early period of American history was avail-
able; buildings, temples, monuments, pottery, 
basketry and blankets are covered with picture- 
writings which forrn artistic designs. Not 

only the designs proper were adaptable but tlie 
colors as well, a fact which has materially as-
sisted in the creation of these new American 
fashion designs. The teztile division of the 
museum has installed a series of pure dye taff- 
eta sillis, contributed by the manufacturers, 
which show the reproductions of these ancient 
Afexican designs printed on soft clinging fab- 
~ i c .  The designs comprise the Aztec moon in 
rainbow tones on blue and taupe; the Aztec 
armadillo and arrow pattern in colors on pea- 
cock-blue; ICortez-an Aztec Iiieroglyph--on 
dark green and satin-striped white taffeta: the 
Aztec coat-of-arms on navy blue, and an all-
over design of Mexican feathers in shades of 
blue, green and brown. Other designs are re- 
niinders of the Pueblo Tndians, one consisting 
of a rattlesnalie symbol printed on Indian red, 
while another resembles a Navajo rug in which 
zig-zag stripes and a diamond arrangement of 
figures appear. 

lJATIBERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

ITis announced that the British uiiiversi- 
ties will open as usual in the autumn. The 
Rhodes scholars from the United States and 
from the British colonies are expected to be 
irk attendance at Oxford. 

TIIE Nantucket Afaria Mitchell Association 
is endeavoring to collect $12,000 to endow an 
astronomical fellowship at  EIarvard College 
Observatory. Upwards of a thousand dollars 
have been given for this purpose, and in addi- 
tion Dr. E. C. Picliering, the director of the 
observatory, arid Mr. Charles S. Ilinchman, 
of Philadelphia, have each subscribed $250 
for the inaub~ration of the fellowship. 

DR. D. A. C~arrser~c ,  of EIdifax, has prom- 
ised $G0,000 to endow a chair of anatomy at  
Dalhousie University, Halifax, i n  memory of 
his son, tlie late Dr. George Campbell. 

GEORGEPEABODY for Teachers has COLLEGE 
now an endowment of $3,200,000 of which 
$2,000,000 is to be used as a permanent endow- 
ment. Par t  of the remaining $1,200,000 is be- 
ing spent on new buildings. The Household 
Arts building and the Industrial Arts build- 
ing have already been completed and this year 
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housed the  summer school of a thousand stu- 
dents. I n  t h e  basenlent of the ratter building 
is located t h e  pomcr plant for  heating, Iight- 
ing  and ventilating the  buildings over the cn- 
t i re  campus of 50 acres. Two otklcr buildings 
a re  i n  process of erection. One ic, t h e  Jesop 
Psychology Laboratory costing $75,000. The  
othcr is  the  Social Religious building, which 
is d e s i ~ n e d  to play a n  important part i n  t h e  
life of students, both irr a ~ o c i i ~ l  way and as a 
preparation for  real service i n  life. Th is  
building will he t h e  most commodioiis on the  
campus and will probably cost about $:100,000. 

NR.I)ORR of the TT.SKEELS, S. F o r & ,  Serv- 
ice, has been electecl dcnn of the new school of 
forestry tha t  has  bcen established at  the  1-ni- 
vcrsity of Montana. 

DR. TIIEODOREc. Fltvr<:,pvofcssor of botany, 
has  bcen nan~et l  temporary dean of the college 
of science by the  University of TVashington 
rcgcnts to  sixcccccl Dr. Henry Landes, acting 
president of the  university. 

TRT:following g~.omotions have been made 
a t  t h e  University of C'oloratlo : Ralph D. Craw-
ford, Ph.D., to be professor of mineralogy and 
petrology; 1\4ax A I .  Ellis, Ph.D., to be assistant, 
proCessor of biology; Frarilr S. Baucr, R.X., t o  
be assistant l~rofcs.;or of mechanical rngiueer-
ing. The  following new appointnlents for the 
coining year have bcen made: James L. Mer-
rill, B.S., instructor i n  engineering drawing; 
Walter E'. Mnllory, R.S., instructor in  mechan- 
ical engineering; Clarence L. Eclrel. B.S.,in-
structor i n  civil engineering; Edward R. 
Mugrage, X.D., instructor i n  pathology; J a y  
W. Woodrow, Oxforii University Rhodes 
Scholar, 1'310-12. Yh.D. (Pale, '13), instructor 
i n  physics; Esborl Y. Titus, 13.A., instructor 
ir, chemistry. 

-

DISCUSSION AND CORBRBPONDEXCE 

CO3IPOSITION AND TIIOIJGITT 

To TFre Eur~ronOF Scrc~ce: I n  t h e  February 
issue of Modern Language Notes  appears from 
the hand of Professor French a rather nnap- 
preciative review of a new type of rhetoric by 
Steeves and Ristine; the tit le of the worlr is  
"Rcprescntative Essays i n  Modern Thought." 

The rc~viem may go f a r  to discourage the  use 
of the book. And, s inre  1donbt whether many 
of the readers of Scrr<;vc~realize t h e  impor- 
tance to them of this innovation i n  rhetorical 
fields, I beg indulgence to  cornmcllt 11130x1 the 
methotl by which the new rhetoric has been 
used i n  a westem university. 

"Representative Essays i n  Mo(1ern Thought " 
is  intended to serve a new purpose i n  the  
rhetorical kingdom; students nlready trained 
i n  the event ials  of expression are  hero pre- 
sented with essays by Mill, Buxley, James, 
Maine, Clark and other writers famous not  
only for  the  clearness of their exprcsqion, but  
a150 for  tlie solidity and pregnancy of their  
material. The stadrnt,  having read any give11 
e ~ s a y ,  is  a~ikcd eavh week to present his re-
action upon that  esqay. N ~ e t l i r l ~  tliscus-no 
sion, cnrely, are  the value of the analysis and 
oiillining of thcsc essays, and the mere advan- 
tage of t h r  incidental lrnowledgc gained. Bnt 
two other points may well be rmphasized: the  
awakening of the promising strlderlt to  a 
genuine understanding of the timidity and 
slo~cnliness of his habits of thought; and the 
placing before him i n  the  seeorid srmester of 
his freshman year a t  collcgc of the sound prin- 
ciples of topics he hears everywl~ere discirssed. 

In the  second semester of his  freshrr~nngear, 
T repeat. T h a t  is  the point which needs cle- 
fense againrt the avowed a n t a ~ o n i s m  of more 
than one instructor of rhetoric. Thc ytudents 
ill our inoclern universities who most need t o  
learn to write are not tl~ose who already love 
to write; rather, t,l~ey are  t , l~e students in sci-
ence, engineering, law ancl other professional 
fields. Yet i t  i.1 perfectly obvinilr t.hat onr  
crowded e a r ~ i c n l a  seldom, if ever, allow these 
students to  take advanced courses in composi- 
tion. Nor, be i t  predicated a t  once, wouitl I 
rush tlie honcst journeymen in such eourqes 
into tlie qtudy cif Steeves and Ristir~e. How 
much could be donc lor  the nlecliocre studen* 
I am rather uncertain; and I refrain from tho 
speculation in futuri t i rs  in which even my 
scientific friends are prone to indulge. Here, 
stateincnts are  limited to what can be donc 
for  second-semester frcqhmen w l ~ o  have 


