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In reply to some remarks made by mem-
bers, Dr. Leidy said he could not admit the 
doctrine of spontaneous generation,12 but 
rather modifications in the essential conditions 
of life favorable to the development of rlifler- 
ent  and always preexisting gcnnc: derived from 
a parent. 

It is but natural that these researches should 
lead to a discussion of the hypothesis of spon- 
taneons generation and the origin of species. 
On these Eurther researches I should like to 
dwell, braring, as they do, upon the germ 
theory, but I fcar I have already taxed your 
patience, so T must forbear. 

From these priblishecl reic:trchcs, in any his- 
torical review of the h is to~y of bacteriology, 
thc asiial accepted tlatc of Davaine's designa-
tion of the vegetal nature of these organisms, 
Vihrio, Spirillltnz, 1859, should Be nlovecl back 
at least another decade to 1849. 

Joserr~Ll:mu, JR. 

SOUTH AFRICAN ASSOCIATION PO71 T X E  
ADVANCEMBNT 03' SCIEATCEl 

TITElwelfth annual session of the South 
African Assoriation for the Advancement of 
Science was held in 'l<imbcrley. Cape Province. 
during the week commencing &Ionday, July 6, 
uncler the presidency of Professor E. Marloth. 
There was tlie usual roarrd of fcstiviticc, and 
of visits to places of scientific or historic 
interest. The papers rcacl numbrrcd hetwcen 
forty and fifty. Dr. A. Oqg, professor of 
physics a t  Rhocles University Collcgc, Gra-
hnmstown, in his presidential addrcss to See- 
tion A, dealt with some of the ideas in physical 
science which arc under diqcnssion at tlie prcs- 
cnt time in tlie light of recent research, and 
sought to hrinq under rcview sonie of our 
funilnmer~tnl notions or principles. having re-  
gard to the Inct that what niatlicmaticians ancl 

1aF0r  experiments in connection with the 
theory of spontancous generat~on, see "Flora and 
Fauna xithin Living Animals," Smithsonian In-  
stitution, 1851, et al., published l c c t ~ ~ r c sbefore 
students of medical department, University of 
Pennsylvania, 1858 and 1859. 

1 Abridged frorn a report in Nutzlrc. 

physicists have long considered well established 
is now being uprooted and replaced by non-
Newtonian mechanics based on the principle 
of relativity. I n  Section B tlie presiclential 
addrcss was given by l'rofessor G. 11. Stanlcy, 
of the Transvaal School of Nines and Tcch- 
aology, whose subject was " A  Decade of 
3fetallurgical Progress on the TVit\vatersrand." 
The greatest advanccs during the last ten 
years, he said, were in iinproving inethods of 
carrying out the various stages of the exlrae- 
tion processes, the csscntinls remaining un-
changed. I n  Section 0,comprising the bio- 
logical sciencbes ant3 agricultul-c, the yrcsitlcn- 
tial addrrss ol  ProScssor George Potts, of Crc~y 
University College. Blorrrlfoutein, tlcalt with 
rul a1 eclucation. An evening cliscoursc was 
dclivcred in the Iiiniberley City Trsll by 
I'j.ofessor E. 11. L. 8chmar7, on the T<imnberley 
tliaiiiond p i p ,  the history of their discovery, 
and their relation to other Soath African 
volt anic ventq. This lec.turc, lilce Profescor 
;Ilarloth7s address as president o-F the asocia- 
tioii was illustratccl by many lantern slides. 
The rnImer:)ns slidcs exliihitcd by Profc~sor  
lfarloth were all Iiancl colored, a i d  consti-lut~d 
the most excellent collection r~preqentniivc. of 
South African indigenous flora ever exliibitetl. 
At the conch~sion of the president's addrcss, 
Dr. Crawford, the acsocialioii's scwior vice-
president, banded to him the South Afrira 
nleclill (ii~stitizted by tlie R r i t i ~ h  Association 
in 1905 in romniemora-tion of its visit to South 
Africa during ihat  year) and grant of £50 
which had been eonfer~ed izpon him in recog- 
nition of his cminent services to botanical 
science in South Africa during the last thirty 
years. 

PACIFIC: PTSHEETES AOCIETY 

ON March 1 3  a meeting of those interested 
in the upbuilding and perpetuating of the 
great Gsheries of the Pacific slope was held in 
Seattle, Wash., and it was decickci to form a 
temporary organization of a society to be 
l~nown as the Pacific Fiql~eries Society. anrl to 
hold a n~ceting later in the year for the pur- 
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pose of making the orgailization a permanent 
one. The following officers were elected: 
PresidenL, Carl Westerfeld, member Cali-
fornia Fish and Game Commission, San Frail- 
cisco, Gal. ; Vice-president,  I3enry 07Malley, 
Pacific Goast Supt. of Hatcheries for U. S. 
Bureau of Fisheries, Oregon City, Oregon; 
Vice -p~es iden t ,Professor Trevor Kincaid, head 
of Department of Zoology, University of 
Washington, Seattle, Wash.; S e c ~ e t a r y ,John 
N. Cobb, editor Pacific Pislier.man, Seattle, 
Wash., and Treasurer,  Russell Palmer, Seattle, 
Wash. 

The first annual nleeling mas held at  tlie 
University of Washington, Seattle, on June 
10-12, when the following papers were read: 

Policy of the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries with 
respect to the Pacific Fisheries, by Dr. H. M. 
Smith, Comniissioner of Fisheries. 

Establishment of a Fisliory School a t  the Vni- 
versity of Washington, by Professor Trevor Kin-
caid. 

Sonie Neglected Fishery Resources of the Pa -  
cific Coast, by John N. Cobb. 

Angling and Netting; the Conservation of the 
Marine Fishes of Southern California, by Dr. 
Charles 7". Holder. 

The Nana~mo, British Columbia, Biological Lab- 
oratory, by  C. AIcLean Fraser, Director. 

ITybridization of Sahnons, by Professor Victor 
E. Sniith. 

Rearing and Feeding Salmon Fry. Separate 
papers by  Henry O ' ~ I d l e y ,  of the U. S. Bureau of 
Fisherie5; W. H. Shebley, California Supt. of 
EIatcheries; B. E. Clanton, Oregon Supt, of Ratch- 
eries; Stephen Butts, Supt. Willspa State Ratch- 
cry, Lebam, Wash., and L. A t .  Rice, Snpt. Chehalis, 
Wash., Hatchery. 

The society decicled to retain for another 
year the officers elected at  the March meet- 
ing, and in addition the following to serve 
as an cxecuiive committee: Dr. Barton W. 
Evcrmann, Director Museum California 
Academy of Sciences, Sail Francisco, Cal.; 
C. ll[cT,ean Fraser, Director Biological Labo- 
ratory, Nailairno, British Columbia; Dr. 
Charles F. Holcler, Pasadella, California; 
Leslie IT. Darwin, Washington Fish and Game 
Commissioner, Seattle, Wash.; 111. J. Icinney, 
menlber Oregon Fish and Qanie Commission, 
Portland, Oregon; Ward T. Bower, Pacific 

Coast Agent U. S. Bureau of Fisheries, Seattle, 
Wash., and 3f. D. Baldwin, Esq., menlber 
Montana Fish and Game Commission, ICalis- 
pell, Montana. 

The next annual meeting mill be held in 
San Francisco in  1916, the date to be fmed 
later. 

The society will publish its annual pro-
ceedings. 

JOIINN. COBB, 
Secretary  

THE AHEBICAW CLZEXICAL SOCIETY 

As was announced in last week's issue of 
SCIENCEthe American Chemical Society is 
unable to hold the meeting which had been 
planned for Montreal in  September. The 
conclitions are explained in the following 
letter addressed to Dr. Charles L. Parsons, 
secrctiary of the society, by Professor R. F. 
Ibuttan, chairman of the Montreal committee: 

The declaration of war betncen Germany and 
England found me a t  Netis Reach, 500 miles down 
the St. Lawrence, playing golf with a feeling of 
relief that  our organization for the meeting mas SO 

complete. 
iiIy first rvire to you was mis-sent by a habitant 

operator, wlio did not think the order of injtials 
was of any inlportanct. I am sorry for the delay. 
T took the first train back to Montreal, arrjving 
this morning, and vired you. 

We had a meeting of all tlie evecutive committee 
in town this afternoon, and with profound r e g ~ e t ,  
fully reallzing what i t  meant to  you arid the SO-

ciety, decided that the meeting could not be made 
to go in British territory this autumn. I wired you 
a t  once 

"Canada is sending the first contingent of 20,-
000 l e ry  soon and a second and third nrill follow. 

"llontrealers feel that nrc are a t  was with Ger- 
many and Austria, and are behaving as if the 
cnelny were threatening us. 

"The Irarbor, canals, ete., are under martial law. 
The excursions were off, as the company cancelled 
our contract, for the stcanlers for the rapids and 
harbor. 

( 'No German membcr of the society would nat-  
urally come to  R ~ i t i s h  soil and all ~v i th  Gernlan 
namcs vould be  questioned a t  the boundary. Many 
are even liom turnccl bark. We felt  tha t  tho ex-


